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ABSTRACT

COMMUNITY EXPECTATIONS OF PRIMARY SCHOOLS

This field study report represents an examination of some survey and

workshop techniques used to extend the development of community interest

in three nominated schools, to elicit their perceptions of the education-

al responsibilities of the School and to extend the implementation of

those perceptions to the operational classroom level. The report includes

a critique of the techniques of the survey and workshop program; comment

on the nature and quality of survey and workshop results; an interpret-

ation of results and their implications and some recommendations based

on the findings.

The survey and workshop program achieved the provision of a widely based

body of knowledge regarding parents' and teachers' aims priorities. It

provided the means to measure agreement, and disagreement between teachers

and parents, parents and parents, teachers and teachers. It made possible

the identification of specific areas of disagreement and their extent.

The program identified some shared concerns of parents and teachers; it

also recognised shared perceptions of the school's achievement and pro-

vided a rare opportunity for teachers and parents to work co-operatively

to a better understanding of the complementary roles of home and school.

The data which emerged from the study suggests considerable agreement

between parents and teachers about the direction and extent of the re-

sponsibilities of the school for development of the whole child.

Further, substantial confidence in the school enterprise is expressed

by parents and teachers who took part in the survey. This attitude

• was confirmed at small-group workshop meetings where parents and

teachers worked co-operatively and constructively toward an understand-

ing of the complementary roles of school and home in achieving agreed

aims.
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The program concluded leaving a feeling that it had helped to establish

a foundation of information and expertise on which schools could continue

to develop a cyclical and organic approach to aims formulation. The

provision of information and experience with strategies for teachers and

parents to work with will encourage and facilitate the interpretation of

aims into operational classroom terms at various levels appropriate to

the education of primary school children.

(VI)



INDEX

1. Cover Page

2. Examiners' Approval

3. Certificate

4. Dedication

5. Abstract

6. Acknowledgements

7. Index

8. Dissertation - Parts I, II and III :

Part I :

Background to Program

. Methodology

Organisation of the Program and Problems
Encountered

Conclusions

Recommendations for the Future

Part II :

Summary and Discussion of the Survey Results

A Description of Workshop Selections of Aims
and Discussion of the Effectiveness of the
Associated Procedures

. A Comparison with Findings of the Secondary
Study and the Vanzetti Study

Recommendations on the Basis of the Findings

Some Plans for Future Directions for the
Program : Conclusion

9. Bibliography
•

10. Appendices - Appendix I Processes Involved in Aims Formulation
Unpublished Paper, P.M. Cooper 1977

- Appendix II Program Timetable

- Appendix III Attempted Match of Aims in Primary Study
with those in Secondary Study within
three Criteria - Basic, 'Fringe' and
Factor plus the five sub-categories in
the Factor criterion.

(IX)



Part III :

. The Cleland Report

The Ashmole Report

The Brinsley Report

(X)


