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Abstract
This thesis presents a chronological study of the life of Ernest Samuel Marks, a proudly
Jewish man who was universally known as a champion of amateur sport in Australia, a highly
efficient administrator in many sports and a long-serving alderman, and sometime Lord
Mayor, in the City of Sydney, who, over half a century since his death, has been largely
forgotten.
Ernest Marks was a man who found the time and energy to devote to his love of sport, to
public service, to patriotic work and to charities, to history, to communications, to business
and to his faith. He was a man who for sixty years was an exemplar for volunteerism through
his multifarious unpaid activities within and without the world of sport.
His realms of influence included:
 Amateur sporting clubs and associations in Sydney, New South Wales and Australia
 Australian Olympic and Empire Games Movements, including the chairing of the
organising committee of the 1938 Empire Games in Sydney, the first pageant of
international sport to be hosted in this nation
 International sport, through his links with a number of bodies including the International
Olympic Committee
 Municipal Council of Sydney where, for a quarter of a century, he was a highly respected
alderman with a particular interest in the provision of playing facilities for children,
especially the underprivileged
 Patriotic activities during both World Wars
 Manifold charities
 Philanthropy
 His Jewish community.
As an administrator, Ernest Marks contributed to the modernisation of sport in Australia from
predominantly locally-based games to that where activities and competitions were well
organised and this nation had become a significant player on the international sporting stage.
This thesis celebrates his story and, in the words of John Ritchie, a former General Editor of
the Australian Dictionary of Biography, ‘rescue [s] and restore[s] a comparatively unknown
person to his … rightful place’.1
I believe that by sharing the story of the life and times of Ernest Samuel Marks which hitherto
had been forgotten, under-estimated, misrepresented, confused or ignored, this thesis has
added to the body of knowledge of those who have contributed to Australian sport. In the
process, I believe that I have also been able to underscore his profound sense of civic
responsibility.

1

J Ritchie, ‘Getting a life: the General Editor of the Australian Dictionary of Biography, John Ritchie, provides a
practical guide to the “impossible” craft of biography.’ Meanjin, vol. 61, no. 1, March 2002, pp. 94-97.
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___________________________________________________________________________

1.1

The subject of the thesis

On 6 July 2005, at the 117th Session of the International Olympic Committee in Singapore,
London was elected as the host city for the Games of the XXXth Olympiad, to be held 2012.
Thus, London was set to become the first three-time host city of the Olympic Games. My
initial investigations of Australia’s involvement in the two previous London Olympic Games,
in 1908 and 1948, revealed the name Ernest Samuel Marks on both occasions. Further
research saw that in 1895, as the young secretary of the New South Wales Amateur Athletic
Association (NSWAAA), Ernest Marks had received invitations for Australians to compete in
the first Modern Olympic Games, to be held in Athens the following year. Thus, here was a
man who was associated with the Olympic Movement in Australia for over fifty years.
Previously, I had known that Ernest Marks had also been a one-time Lord Mayor of Sydney,
was Jewish and had the E.S. Marks Athletic Field in Sydney named in his memory. Two days
after his death, on 2 December 1947, an obituary appeared in The Sydney Morning Herald
stating that Ernest Marks was 'a notable figure in the history of Australian sport … [who]
probably did more for amateur sport in Australia than any other man'.2 The obituary
proceeded to unveil a man who was a prolific contributor to civic, community and religious
affairs. This study examines the question, ‘Who was Ernest Samuel Marks and what were his
contributions to amateur sport in Australia, to his fellow citizens of his home state of New
South Wales and to his Jewish religion?’

2

SMH, 4 December 1947, p. 4.
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1.2

Background

Ernest Samuel Marks was born in 1871, before the formation of the Southern Rugby Union
(1872), before the professional sculler Edward 'Ned' Trickett became Australia's first sporting
world champion (1876), before the inaugural cricket Test match (1877) and before the
formation of the Victorian Football Association (1877).3 At the time of his birth the
Australian sports with the highest profiles, but still largely in their embryonic stages, were
horseracing, cricket, pedestrianism, sculling and boxing and most had some degree of
professional influence.
Ernest Marks’s involvement with amateur sport commenced in the late 1880s whilst he was a
schoolboy at Sydney’s Royston College. Over the next sixty years, the sports of rugby,
boxing, wrestling, swimming, athletics and billiards were the principal beneficiaries of his
organising and administrative abilities and wise counsel. He contributed his considerable
talents to the formative years of many sporting clubs and associations and was involved when
a number made the transition from disparate colony-based concerns to competent national
bodies.

He attended many national, Australasian and wider international sport-related gatherings,
including accompanying the First Wallabies on their 1908-09 tour of Great Britain and North
America, that included the triumph at the Olympic Games in London, and two other editions
of the Olympic Games, in 1912 and 1932. In 1938, he was the chairman of the organising
committee of the British Empire Games in Sydney, the first of the four
Empire/Commonwealth and two Olympic Games to be hosted in Australia. A few months
before his death he became the vice chairman of the Australian Olympic Federation at that
body’s first post-World War II meeting, in the lead-up to the 1948 Olympic Games

By the time of his death, sport in Australia was well organised and this nation had become a
significant player on the international stage.

Ernest Marks was from a family imbued with a need to serve the community. He was an
alderman with a social conscious with the Municipal Council of Sydney for 25 years,
including a six-month term as the Lord Mayor of Sydney in 1930. His great interests whilst in
3

The Southern Rugby Union was the forerunner of the New South Wales Rugby Union and the Victorian
Football Association was the forerunner of the Victorian Football League and the Australian Football League.
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local government were playgrounds and recreation facilities, a library, health, a clean city
with civic pride and good governance. For three years in the late 1920s he was the Nationalist
Party member for North Sydney in the New South Wales Legislative Assembly.

He was a businessman with many cultural interests, supported divers charities, was a tireless
worker for war efforts, particularly during World War I, and, with his siblings, was a
prominent member of Sydney’s Jewish community. Ernest Marks was a bibliophile and
archivist, particularly relating to sport, who enjoyed the pastime of coursing and was a
devoted historian of sport and of his Jewish heritage.

1.3

Significance of the study

Although Ernest Marks was created Commander of the Order of the British Empire (CBE) in
the King’s Birthday Honours in 1938 for ‘Public service in New South Wales’, he has been
largely forgotten for his broader role in the development of Australia sport and amateur
sporting bodies. His championing of amateur sport, as an unpaid contributor, is kernel to his
life story. In 1924, an article in The Referee described him as ‘that noble-souled amateur
sporting enthusiast’.4 Whilst much was written about him in newspapers and magazines, an
exhaustive study of his complete role as a sports administrator has not been undertaken, nor
has his full life away from sport been closely examined. His entry in the Australian
Dictionary of Biography, which is coupled with that of brother Percy, contains more details as
do a number of articles in the Australian Jewish Historical Society Journal and Proceedings
but nowhere what is required to do justice his complete works.

The study of amateur sport in Australia is a complex exercise and has been addressed by
many of Australia's prominent sports historians including Richard Cashman in Paradise of
Sport (1995) and Sport in the National Imagination (2002) and, with John O'Hara and
Andrew Honey (2001), Sport, Federation, Nation. Other significant scholars of amateurism in
Australian sport include Brian Stoddart (1986) in Saturday Afternoon Fever and, with Wray
Vamplew (1994) as a joint editor, Sport in Australia: A Social History. Vamplew combined
with Daryl Adair (1997) to produce Sport in Australian History.

Cashman (1995) identified Ernest Marks as one of a dozen or so influential administrators of
amateur sport and listed their service to the shaping of various sporting institutions. Ernest's

4

Referee, 8 October 1924, p. 10.
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sixty years of giving to sport resulted in a ten-line summary.5 Cashman (1994) contributed a
slightly longer entry on Ernest to The Oxford Companion to Australian Sport where details of
his life away from of sport are briefly mentioned.6

Ian Jobling, Murray Phillips, Ian Wilkinson and June Senyard, either singly or in
collaboration with colleagues, have produced noteworthy studies of amateurism that explored
the contributions of a number of other key administrators of amateur sports including Richard
Coombes, Laurence 'Dickie' Adamson and Leonard Cuff. Robert Paddick (1994) in his piece
‘Amateurism’ in The Oxford Companion to Australian Sport said that ‘we lack accurate
historical analyses of the development of many Australian sports, particularly about the ideas
and roles of the administrators’.7
Whilst not an academic text, Maurice Daly’s (1996) One Hundred Years of Australian Sport:
A History of the New South Wales Sports Club contains condensed summaries of the careers
of a number of national and international sports administrators associated with the New South
Wales Sports Club, of which Ernest Marks was one.

Two unpublished theses have identified the significant contributions of administrators to
Australian sporting history, namely William Wallace Dent's (1987) University of New
England Master of Arts thesis Australia’s Participation in the Olympic and British Empire
Games: 1896-1938 and Stuart Ripley's (2003) University of Western Sydney Doctor of
Philosophy thesis A Social History of New South Wales Professional Sculling 1876-1927.
Dent identifies Ernest Marks as one of a number of the people who 'had a powerful impact on
the development of an "Olympic" character in Australian amateur sport' and recommends
further studies of these "Olympic" citizens’.8
In 1981, Melvin Adelman’s paper, ‘The First Modern Sport in America: Harness Racing in
New York City, 1825-1870’, in the Journal of Sport History included the table at Figure 1

5

R Cashman, Paradise of Sport: The Rise of Organised Sport in Australia, Oxford University Press, South
Melbourne, 1995, p. 62.
6
Cashman, R, ‘Marks, Ernest Samuel, OBE’, in Vamplew, W, Moore, K, O’Hara, J, Cashman R, & Jobling, I
(eds), The Oxford Companion to Australian Sport, rev. 2nd edn, Oxford University Press, South Melbourne,
1994, p. 273.
7
Paddick, RJ, ‘Amateurism’, in Vamplew, W, Moore, K, O’Hara, J, Cashman R, & Jobling, I (eds), op. cit., p.
12.
8
W Dent, University of New England Master of Arts thesis Australia’s Participation in the Olympic and British
Empire Games 1896-1938, 1987, p. ix.
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which examined the characteristics of pre-modern and modern sport.9 Twenty years later,
Claire Parker used Adelman’s table in her examination of ‘The Rise of Competitive
Swimming [in Great Britain]: 1840 to 1878’.10 Ernest Marks’s career in sport spans the
modernisation of sport in Australia as defined by Adelman. In a later book, A Sporting Time:
New York City and the Rise of Modern Athletics, 1820-70, Adelman (1986) describes how his
arrival at the table was influenced by the pioneering work on the concept of the modernisation
of sport undertaken by Eric Dunning and by Allen Guttmann and 1970s.11

PREMODERN SPORT

MODERN SPORT

1. ORGANIZATION – is either nonexistent or at best informal and sporadic.
Contests are arranged by individuals directly
or indirectly (e.g., tavern-owners, bettors)
involved.
2. RULES – are simple, unwritten and
based upon local customs and traditions.
Variations exist from locale to locale.

1. ORGANIZATION – formal
organization, institutionally differentiated at
the local, regional and national level.

3. COMPETITION – locally meaningful
contests only; no chance for national
reputation.
4. ROLE DIFFERENTIATION – low
role differentiation among participants and
loose distinction between playing and
spectating roles.
5. PUBLIC INFORMATION – is limited,
local and oral.

6. STATISTICS AND RECORDS – nonexistent.

2. RULES – are formal, standardized and
written. Rules are rationally and
pragmatically worked out and legitimized
by organizational means.
3. COMPETITION – national and
international superimposed on local
contests; chance to establish national and
international reputation.
4. ROLE DIFFERENTIATION – high
role differentiation; emergence of
specialists (professionals) and strict
distinctions between playing and spectating
roles.
5. PUBLIC INFORMATION – is
reported on a regular basis in local
newspapers, as well as national sporting
journals. The appearance of specialized
magazines, guidebooks, etc.
6. STATISTICS AND RECORDS – are
kept, published on a regular basis and are
considered important measure of
achievement. Records are sanctioned by
national associations.

Figure 1: Characteristics of Premodern and Modern Ideal Sporting Types
9

ML Adelman, ‘The First Modern Sport in America: Harness Racing in New York City, 1825-1870’, Journal of
Sport History, vol. 8, no.1, Spring 1981, pp. 5-32, LA84 Foundation, viewed 20 May 2011,
<http://www.la84foundation.org/SportsLibrary/JSH/JSH1981/JSH0801/jsh0801b.pdf>.
10
C Parker, ’The Rise of Competitive Swimming: 1840 to 1878’, The Sports Historian, vol. 21, no. 2, November
2001, pp. 58-72, LA84 Foundation, viewed 20 May 2011,
<http://www.la84foundation.org/SportsLibrary/SportsHistorian/2001/sh212f.pdf>.
11
ML Adelman, A Sporting Time: New York City and the Rise of Modern Athletics, 1820-70, University of
Illinois Press, Illini Books edn., Urbana and Chicago, 1990, p. 5.
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In terms of the table in Figure 1, Ernest Marks was involved with:
 the formal Organisation of a number of sporting entities at the local, national and
international levels. For example, he was kernel to the formation, or the early days, of
Darlinghurst Harriers, the district football competition in Sydney, the New South
Wales Amateur Swimming Association, the Amateur Athletic Union of Australasia,
Australia’s involvement in the Olympic Games and the International Amateur Athletic
Federation. Indeed, Australia/Australasia had a national athletic union before
Federation.
 the writing, standardisation and formalisation of Rules for amateurism, sporting clubs
and national peak sporting bodies such as boxing and wrestling.
 Competitions at all levels, from metropolitan rugby, through Australasian and
Australian championships in athletics and boxing and wrestling to the Empire and
Olympic Games.
 Role Differentiation, particularly the amateur-professional divide in sport and the
formation of the district football clubs out of an ad hoc interest-based competition.
 Public Information as writer of content for the sporting press, the sporting pages of
dailies and guide books and annual reports for a number of sports with which he was
associated. He also disseminated information on sport through the new medium of
radio. As a voracious reader of newspapers and as a collector of sporting publications
he was a ready consumer of public information on sport.
 Statistics and Records through the many sports with which he was associated,
including the keeping and, at times the ratification, of such information by the New
South Wales Amateur Athletic Association, New South Wales Amateur Swimming
Association and the Amateur Athletic Union of Australasia/Australia of which he was
the secretary for over a third of a century.
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1.4

Purpose of the study

This study of Ernest Samuel Marks will:

1. Add to the body of knowledge of those who have contributed to Australian sport, with a
detailed study of hitherto briefly, or unexamined, personal papers in the E.S. Marks
Sporting Collection of the Mitchell Library.
2. Examine critically the contribution of an eminent administrator and organiser who gave
freely of his time, energy and wisdom for the benefit of others, and to explore his
contribution in the early days of volunteerism in Australian sport administration.
3. Provide a context for the profile of Australian amateur sport, during the years of his
involvement.
4. Expand on the details of Australia's involvement in the Olympic and Empire Games with
which he was involved.
5. Clarify, correct and add to what has already been written about him regarding sport.
6. Acknowledge significant contemporaries, who were also great servants of amateur sport
in Australia (quantitative comparisons with these contemporaries will not be undertaken).
7. Examine his multifarious life outside sport, including his political, community and
religious involvement and his other interests including cultural pursuits and pastimes, to
underscore his profound sense of civic responsibility.

1.5

Structure of the thesis

This thesis is built upon archival research and presented as a historical narrative with a sound
chronology. It is written in an easily readable form, incorporating visual depiction to enhance
the reader’s understanding of some of the activities, both sporting and community, with which
Ernest Marks was associated throughout his life.

The thesis contains two distinct parts: an academic account of approach and method located in
the sports history literature and the six-chapter story of Ernest Samuel Marks crafted from
unique access to his papers.

Chapter 4, The Early Years, introduces Ernest Marks from the point of view of his ancestors,
parents, family life and schooling. It progresses to his first involvement with sport and
sporting organisations, as well as his early days of serving his fellow citizens through

7

community activities. In many of the bodies, both sporting and community, he was one of the
foundation members, and very often a member of the inaugural committees.

Chapter 5, A Golden Decade of Sport, examines the first decade of the twentieth century, a
period that could be viewed as Australia’s first golden age of sport. The Sydney-based Ernest
Marks was involved with the evolution of many local, state and national sporting
organisations, particularly through his role as chairman of the board of directors at the New
South Wales Sports Club. He attended the Olympic Games of 1908 in London, in the
company of the First Wallabies. Over this time, he cemented his place as one of Australia’s
champions of amateurism and a leading administrator of sport.

Chapter 6, International Sport and War, covers a decade of great change and contrasts,
commencing with the lead-up to the 1912 Olympic Games in Stockholm and then
Australasia’s preparations for the next edition, scheduled for Berlin in 1916. The Berlin
Olympic Games were cancelled because of the Great War, during which Ernest Marks
became a grand contributor to a plethora of patriotic activities in support of the war effort.
The chapter concludes with the commencement of post-war sport, Ernest entering public life
and the death of Joseph Marks. Over this time, he continued to cement his place as one of
Australia’s, and the world’s, champions of amateurism.
Chapter 7, Servant of the People, examines Ernest Marks’s involvement with the
continuation of the post-war revival of sport and his entry to local government by becoming
an alderman in the Municipal Council of Sydney. He was to become a highly respected
member of the municipal council, culminating in his becoming the Lord Mayor of Sydney
during the latter half of 1930. In the late 1920s, he became a member of the New South Wales
Legislative Assembly. During this decade, he developed an even closer involvement with the
Olympic Movement in Australia.
Chapter 8, Decade of Games, includes Ernest Marks’s increased involvement with the
Olympic and Empire Games. In 1932, he attended the Olympic Games in Los Angeles and
participated in the inaugural International Recreation Congress. He was central to the
Australian Empire Games Movement which, for him, reached a zenith with Sydney being the
host city for the Games in 1938. He was the chairman of the organising committee for the
Games. Over this period, he enhanced his reputation as a strong advocate for teaching and
enabling children to play as a lesson for life. He was no longer a member of the State
8

Parliament although he harboured ambitions to return. His work with various charities
increased.

Chapter 9 covers the twilight years, 1939-1947, of The Indefatigable Alderman Marks,
from the year of the commencement of World War II until his death in 1947. For much of the
time he was in his seventies, but there was no let-up in his work, particularly as an alderman
on the Municipal Council of Sydney, with his charities and a new war effort and, of course,
sport. Throughout the war, he maintained contact with the European-based leaders of the
Olympic Movement who, with the end of hostilities, commenced preparing for the resumption
of the Olympic Games. He too looked to future Olympic and Empire Games in a world of
peace. Months before his death, he became the vice chairman of the Australian Olympic
Federation in the lead-up to the Olympic Games in London in 1948. His legacies are also
examined.

1.6

Conclusion

Ernest Samuel Marks was a key character in the emergence of twentieth century Australian
sport. I believe that the story of his complete life needs to be told and it is my aspiration to set
the highest standards of historiography whilst making a distinctive addition to the study of
Australian sport.

Figure 2: The young Ernest Samuel Marks
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CHAPTER 2

Literature Review
2.1
2.2

Introduction
Review of literature

_______________________________________________________________

2.1

Introduction

Ernest Samuel Marks was a grand servant of sport, his community and his Jewish religion for
sixty years. Much was written about him in the newspapers by nothing substantial has been
written about his complete spheres of influence, in particular his work with many sports, his
community, particularly through his work on the Municipal Council of Sydney and his life as
a member of Sydney’s Jewish community.

2.2

Review of literature

Nothing substantial has been written about the complete life of Ernest Samuel Marks. Two
days after his death, on 2 December 1947, a 500-word obituary appeared in The Sydney
Morning Herald, claiming that he was 'a notable figure in Australian sport', and that he
'probably did more for amateur sport in Australia than any other man'.12 Other obituaries
appeared in The Hebrew Standard and the Australian Jewish Historical Society Journal and
Proceedings. As well as outlining Ernest’s considerable contributions to sport and the
community, the latter two obituaries focussed on his commitment to his Jewish faith and its
associated activities.
Richard Cashman (1995), one of Australia’s leading sports historians, in his book Paradise of
Sport, examined the development of organised sport in this nation. He identified Ernest Marks
as one of a dozen or so influential administrators of amateur sport in Australia and
documented their service to the shaping of various sporting institutions. Ernest's sixty years of
giving to sport resulted in a mere ten-line summary. Cashman noted that ‘During an extended
period of office an administrator can become a powerful figure in a sport, a position enhanced
by political, social and media connections.’ This observation certainly applies to Ernest

12

SMH, 4 December 1947, p. 4.
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Marks.13 Cashman (1994) wrote a slightly longer entry for Ernest in The Oxford Companion
to Australian Sport where details of his life away from of sport are mentioned briefly.14
Ernest Marks’s extensive involvement with athletics and the Olympic and Empire Games are
encapsulated in Paul Jenes’s (2001) authoritative Fields of Green, Lanes of Gold,15 a history
commissioned by Athletics Australia. There are, however, a number of inaccuracies and some
incomplete descriptions about Ernest’s activities in this book. Susan Rutland’s (1986) entry
on Percy and Ernest Marks in the Australian Dictionary of Biography16 is quite
comprehensive. Summaries of Percy Marks’s lifetime achievements, in the Australian Jewish
Historical Society Journal and Proceedings and in Yehuda Feher’s and Marianne Dacy’s
(2002) ‘Percy Marks, a Jewish Renaissiance [sic] Man’17, mention Ernest in terms of his sport,
debating, service to the Jewish community and as a bibliophile.

Many of the pieces written about Ernest Marks and his family contain errors. Cashman (1995)
twice records him as an Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) and not a
Commander of the Order of the British Empire (CBE). Wray Vamplew and Brian Stoddart
(1994), in Sport in Australia: A Social History,18 and Jenes (2001) refer to him as Edward.
Martha Rutledge’s (1966) entry on Samuel Benjamin, Ernest’s maternal grandfather, in the
Australian Dictionary of Biography19 wrongly names Samuel’s wife as Julia, instead of
Rachel.
Tony Hughes’s (2003) unpublished University of New South Wales Doctor of Philosophy
thesis The Rise and Fall of Sydney Hakoah Soccer Football Club: A case study of sport and
identity in Sydney’s Jewish Community 1923-1987 devotes some 400 words to Ernest Marks.
Hughes describes him as ‘Perhaps the most notable sporting personality … whose career
reflected perfectly the notion of the non-distinctive Jew …he became one of the most

13
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influential men in Australian sport in the first half of the twentieth century’.20 However, there
are number of significant factual errors that seem to have been repeated from earlier
newspaper and journal articles. The most glaring error, introduced by Hughes (2003),
wrongly records Ernest, a champion of amateur sport, as a sometime director of the
(professional) New South Wales Rugby League.
Ernest Marks’s quarter of century of service to the people of Sydney through the Municipal
Council of Sydney (MCS) is chronicled in Renato’s Perdon’s (1995) Sydney’s Aldermen.21
“Vade Mecum”, a yearbook of the Municipal Council of Sydney, contains references to his
(Ernest’s) work with the MCS. A number of sporting bodies with which Ernest was
associated have minutes, reports and histories which are relevant to the research. In particular,
the annual reports of the Amateur Athletic Union of Australasia/Australia (forerunner of
Athletics Australia), New South Wales Sports Club, Darlinghurst Harriers and the East
Sydney Amateur Swimming Club. Books celebrating the centenaries of the New South Wales
Amateur Swimming Association (Lanes of Gold 22) and the New South Wales Amateur
Athletic Association (100 Years of the NSW AAA 23) and Harry Gordon’s (1994) Australia at
the Olympic Games 24 were valuable for examining Ernest’s work with the two state sporting
bodies and his involvement with the Australian Olympic Movement.
Throughout his life, summaries of Ernest Marks’s achievements in the sporting world
appeared in newspapers, particularly The Brisbane Courier and The Town and Country
Journal in his early years, and The Sun and The Referee in the 1930s and 1940s. The Hebrew
Standard also produced a number of enlightening articles throughout his life.

20
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Ernest Marks had a huge library of sporting books, photos, diaries, scrapbooks, personal
papers and other ephemera which he donated or bequeathed to the Mitchell Library of the
State Library of New South Wales. After Percy Marks’s death in 1941, Ernest was
responsible for his older brother’s
collection of books and papers being
placed in the Mitchell Library. Included
in Marks brothers documents are copies
of Percy’s own handwritten newspaper
for children, Maitland Fun, and Ernest’s
equivalent, Maitland News. The E.S.
Marks Sporting Collection, together with
the equally extensive Davis Sporting
Collection (John Corbett Davis was once
editor of The Referee and The Arrow),
are eagerly sought and much-accessed
resources for many researchers into
Australia's sporting history. Ernest’s
occasional lack of attention to detail in
referencing many of the clippings in his
scrapbooks posed extra work in locating
the sources of those inclusions.

Figure 3: Maitland News, October 1880

Daly's (1996) One Hundred Years of

Australian Sport: A History of the New South Wales Sports Club25 contains condensed
summaries of the sporting and administrative careers of a number of Sydney-based national
and international administrators of amateur sports who were associated with the New South
Wales Sports Club, of which Ernest Marks was a foundation member. A publication
celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of the Sports Club also proved useful.26 Greg Growden’s
biographies of Tom Richards, Gold, Mud ‘N’ Guts (2001)27, and Reginald ‘Snowy’ Baker,
The Snowy Baker Story (2003)28, refer to Ernest Marks in administrative roles. Ernest was
25

MT Daly, One hundred years of Australian sport: A History of the New South Wales Sports Club, New South
Wales Sports Club Limited, Sydney 1996.
26
AP Gandon, 50th anniversary, 1896-1946, of the New South Wales Sports Club Limited, New South Wales
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27
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Sydney, 2001.
28
G Growden, The Snowy Baker Story, Random House, Sydney, 2003.
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involved closely with Richards through rugby and Baker through rugby, swimming and
boxing in the years preceding World War I. Peter Sharpham’s (2000) The First Wallabies:
and the defection to rugby league 29 detailed Ernest’s contribution to the1908-09 tour of the
British Isles and North America when he accompanied the Australian rugby union party on its
first tour to the Northern Hemisphere.

Ernest Marks was a writer himself. His articles, opinion pieces and histories appeared in the
press, magazines and journals. For a time in the early 1900s, he was a columnist on sport for
The Australian Star. A number of overseas publications contained articles about his opinions
and his achievements including England’s Sporting Life, Czechoslovakia’s Pestry Tyden and
the Jewish press in the United States. In a box of miscellaneous papers in the E.S. Marks
Sporting Collection is a copy of ‘Life of E.S. Marks, C.B.E. – As at 1st September, 1942’.
This document chronicled his involvement with the war effort in World War I and the many
amateur sporting, political and charitable organisations with which he was associated in the
previous fifty years. He was most probably the author, in the third person, and the portion
relating to sport was reproduced in The Hebrew Standard.30 This summary contains some
errors, including that he received his CBE in 1940 ‘for his services to Amateur Sport, and
Patriotic and War work’. His CBE was announced in the King’s Birthday Honours in 1938 for
‘Public service in New South Wales’.31
Ernest Marks’s manifold movements and activities within and without the world of sport and
during his civic, business, community and religious lives were tracked in the press. Hence, in
addition to the newspapers previously mentioned material, for this study is contained within
the pages of The Sydney Morning Herald, The Daily Telegraph, The Sydney Mail, The
Sportsman, The Australasian, Smith’s Weekly and The Bulletin.

29
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3.1

Introduction

The aim of this thesis is to share the story of the life and times of Ernest Samuel Marks. To
date this remarkable man’s complete contribution to Australian sport and civic life has been
forgotten, under-estimated or ignored. In some cases, that contribution has been
misrepresented or confused.

This thesis addresses these issues. It presents a rigorously researched story with a sound
chronology. My goal has been to write in a narrative form that is easy to read and is
comprehensible to a wide audience.

3.2

Historical research

Historian Michael Rowlinson, who has written extensively on the Cadbury chocolate empire,
enunciated his ideas on methods of historical research in Swanson and Holton’s (2005)
Research in Organisations: Foundations and Methods of Inquiry:

Historical research is the process of systematically examining past events to give an account
of what has happened in the past ... it is a flowing dynamic account of past events that
involves an interpretation of the events in an attempt to recapture the nuances, personalities,
and ideas that influenced these events. One of the goals of historical research is to
communicate an understanding of past events.32

32

RA Swanson & EF Holton III (eds), Research in Organisations: Foundations and Methods of Inquiry, BerrettKoehler, London, 2005.
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Rowlinson proceeded to cite Bruce Berg’s (2001) five reasons, first postulated in 1989, for
conducting historical research:
 To uncover the unknown;
 To answer questions;
 To seek implications or relationships of events from their past and their connections with the
present;
 To assess past activities and accomplishments of individuals, agencies, or institutions; and
 To aid generally in our understanding the culture.33

Not only do I assess the activities and accomplishments of Ernest Marks in this thesis, but
also aspects of Berg’s additional four reasons. Indeed, the activities of a number of agencies
and institutions with which Marks was associated, will be addressed.
Richard Cobb (1969) in ‘Experiences of an Anglo-French Historian’ listed two salient points
about the research and the subsequent writing of history that I believe apply to this thesis on
Ernest Marks:
 The writing of history is one of the fullest and most rewarding expressions of an individual
personality;
 The historian should, above all be endlessly inquisitive and prying, constantly attempting to
force the privacy of others, and to cross the frontiers of class, nationality, generation, period,
and sex. His principal aim is to make the dead live.34

This study of the life and times of Ernest Marks draws upon primary and secondary sources.
In his book The Field: Truth and fiction in sport history, Douglas Booth (2005) maintained
that for historians ‘there is a strong correspondence between words and the world, or between
evidence and reality’, in the analysis and use of sources when ‘knowing and telling’ their
stories. Booth acknowledged the assumption that rigour must be applied to the seeking out of
appropriate sources and assessing the veracity of texts and, if necessary, the accuracy of any
facts contained therein.35

33
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35
D Booth, The Field: Truth and fiction in sport history, Routlege. Oxford, 2005, p. 2.
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3.3

Document analysis

My primary sources included personal papers, reports, news clippings, photographs,
scrapbooks and other ephemera, contained in the E.S. Marks Sporting Collection at the
Mitchell Library in the State Library of New South Wales, newspapers, journals and
magazines and minutes, reports and additional documentation from the many agencies and
institutions with which Marks was associated. Included in the E.S. Marks Sporting Collection
are letters and other documents pertaining to the Marks family, particularly his brother Percy
and sister Hilda Marks.
John Tosh (1999) maintained that ‘the most important published primary source for the
historian is the press.’36 The Sydney dailies, in particular The Sydney Morning Herald, The
Australian Star, and its successor The Sun, and The Daily Telegraph proved to be the most
reliable in the reporting of Ernest Marks’s significant multifarious public activities. Of the
weeklies, The Sydney Mail, The Referee and The Arrow were consistent in affording him
balanced coverage over a long period.

The Referee was a quality sporting newspaper with a wide readership, particularly within New
South Wales, that had a lifespan from 1886 until 1939. Gary Osmond (2008) identified this
publication as ‘Australia’s major sporting organ’.37 Richard Coombes, with whom Ernest
Marks was associated closely though sport and as a friend, was a long-time journalist and a
sometime editor with The Referee. Chris Cunneen (1981) opined that Coombes was one of ‘a
group of fine young journalists who adorned the pages of The Referee and helped to make it
the best paper of its kind in Australia’.38 The Arrow was subsumed by The Referee in 1933.
Coombes’s accurate writings on Marks’s full and busy life were facilitated by the pair sitting
frequently on the same committees in athletics, Olympic and Empire sports, coursing,
swimming and the New South Wales Sports Club. Whilst on his many overseas travels,
Marks was an avid correspondent and his detailed letters to Coombes and other journalists at
The Referee were regularly reproduced in the newspaper.

36
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The Marks family made a wholehearted commitment to their Jewish faith and community.
The weeklies The Hebrew Standard and The Australian Jewish Chronicle and, in later years,
the periodically released Australian Jewish Historical Society Journal and Proceedings in
particular, were excellent sources of information about this aspect of their lives.
The E.S. Marks Sporting Collection contains Ernest Marks’s notes and writings on games and
pastimes, reports from the many sporting agencies and institutions with which he was
associated, a number with his hand-written annotations, and scrapbooks and boxes of loose
news clippings on sport, the arts and his political life. Many annual reports and other
documents from sporting bodies such as the Amateur Athletic Union of Australasia/Australia
(AAUA), New South Wales Amateur Swimming Association (NSWASA), New South Wales
Sports Club (NSWSC) and the New South Wales Rugby Union (NSWRU) are held within
various libraries. Printed copies of the minutes of proceedings of the AAUA’s biennial
conferences are held at the offices of Athletics Australia and some minutes of the Australian
Olympic Federation and the New South Wales Olympic Council are held in the Papers of
Harry Gordon at the National Library of Australia (NLA).

A number of clippings within the E.S. Marks Collection are from newspapers for which back
copies cannot be found in any form. An example is the former Brisbane sporting newspaper
The Pink ‘Un, where undated clippings reveal that in the early 1920s Marks was embroiled in
an issue regarding amateur boxing. No back copies of The Pink ‘Un are available publicly to
enable further research around the date of the original articles. Other newspapers of the time
did not view the issue in the same light as The Pink ‘Un. Similarly, access to England’s
Sporting Times, in which Marks’s thoughts on amateurism were reported widely in 1908, was
limited, although I was able to obtain a copy of a relevant page. Many responses to The
Sporting Times debate on amateurism are contained in a scrapbook within the E.S. Marks
Sporting Collection.
Ernest Marks’s contributions to debates whilst he was a member of the New South Wales
Legislative Assembly can be found in the Hansard of the 28th Parliament of New South
Wales. The E.S. Marks Sporting Collection contains ephemera associated with the many
elections that he contested for the Municipal Council of Sydney.

Secondary sources available for research include magazine and journal articles, particularly
from the Australian Jewish Historical Society (AJHS), of which Ernest Marks was president
20

at the time of his death. Ernest and Percy Marks contributed articles to the journal. Other
major secondary sources included Growden’s biographies of Tom Richards, Gold, Mud ‘N’
Guts (2001)39, and R.L. ‘Snowy’ Baker, The Snowy Baker Story (2003)40, Sharpham’s (2000)
The First Wallabies: and the defection to rugby league41, Gordon’s (1994) Australia and the
Olympic Games,42 Jenes’s (2001) Fields of Green, Lanes of Gold 43and histories of an number
of the agencies and institutions with which Ernest Marks was associated.

3.4

Ongoing research

I had success late in the research phase of the project, in locating and accessing the wills of
Ernest Marks, his siblings and his father. I was able to photograph all of their graves at
Rookwood Cemetery and I located photographs of Ernest Marks’s maternal grandparents’
graves. The graves of Ernest’s mother and elder sister, who died as an infant, were also
located at the Maitland Jewish Cemetery. I placed a letter in The Australian Jewish News
seeking people who might have memories of him from their younger days that they were
willing to share with me. Whilst the advertisement enabled me to contact three siblings who
were beneficiaries of his will they were not able to add any memories that would have added
to this thesis. Similarly, I made contact with two men who would have known of him through
sport in the 1940s, but neither had any contact with him. I had another lead to a very old lady
who knew both Ernest and Percy Marks through the Australian Jewish Historical Society but
she did not know Ernest very well and her main recollection of the Marks brothers was an
anecdote about the family, which she could not substantiate. Indeed, I will argue that this
anecdote is false. I returned to the E.S. Sporting Collection at every opportunity and always
the many boxes of uncatalogued material within the collection revealed something new that
could be added to the thesis. The resources of the National Library of Australia were explored
regularly, with success, during the writing stage.

3.5

The biography as narrative

One of my priorities in writing this thesis has been to present an account of Ernest Marks’s
life that is readable and enjoyable. My thinking about narrative has been influenced by a
number of authors.

39
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Lawrence Stone (1979) defined narrative as:
… the organisation of material in a chronologically sequential order and the focusing of the
content into a single coherent story, albeit with sub-plots. The two essential ways in which
narrative history differs from structural history is that its arrangement being descriptive rather
than analytical and that its central focus is on man not circumstances. It therefore deals with
the particular and specific rather than the collective and statistical. Narrative is a mode of
historical writing, but it is a mode which affects and is affected by the content and method.44

Donald Chu (1982) observed:
Like a well-written piece of literature, the historical narrative presents a chain of events and
conditions that leads to some other event or condition. Unlike the writing appropriate for
science, the narrative form allows the historical writer to bring into play intuition and
implication, ultimately to paint an image in the mind of the reader of the period under
investigation – its feelings and moods, as well as its events, its character as opposed to the
mere outline of the subject.45

I believe that John Tosh (1999) reinforced Chu’s thoughts on narrative writing when he
observed:
… narrative is also the historian’s basic technique for conveying what it felt like to observe
and participate in past events.46

It is one thing, however, to have an imaginative insight into the past, and quite another to be
able to convey this to the reader … literary skills are of considerable importance to the
historian … good writing … is central to the re-creative aspect of history.47

Hayden White’s (1973) theory of the historical work states that:

First the elements in the historical field are organized into a chronicle by the arrangement of
the events to be dealt with in the temporal order of their occurrence … [then] The arrangement
44
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of selected events of the chronicle into a story raises the kinds of questions the historian must
anticipate and answer in the course of his narrative … “What happened next?” “How did that
happen?” “Why did things happen this way rather than that?” “How did it all come out in the
end?” These questions determine the narrative tactics the historian must use in the
construction of his story.48

Writing in Meanjin in 2002, John Ritchie, the then General Editor of the Australian
Dictionary of Biography, provided a practical guide to the writing of a biography:

Biography and autobiography are branches of history that focus on an individual's life and
career. The practitioners of each of these genres must endeavour to re-create, as closely as the
evidence permits, a life lived in the past, with its thoughts, hopes, acts, opportunities and
constraints. In this process, truth is the canon that biographers and autobiographers should all
uphold, but their recreation of a life will also involve an imaginative engagement with it.49

Ritchie emphasised that one of the intentions of a biography is for the author ‘to rescue and
restore a comparatively unknown person to his or her rightful place’. Ritchie advocated that
biographers ‘should learn to write like angels’.

In developing my own narrative I was mindful of a number of recommendations of readable
sport history texts. Booth (2005), for example, listed the books that received the North
American Society for Sports History (NASSH) Book Awards from 2000 to 2003 and
considered them modern day ‘classic texts in sports history’.50 Mike Huggins received the
2001 award for Flat Racing and British Society 1790-1914 (2001). He has written a number
of other books in a similar vein, including The Victorians and Sport (2004). In the preface, he
spoke about his enjoyment in the writing of the book and his:
… painstaking combing of Victorian primary sources … [attempting] to open up the history of
sport to a wider readership by eschewing explicit reference in the text to theory and other
researchers, and using everyday language wherever possible …51

The website of The Continuum International Publishing Group of London, an academic
publisher, describes The Victorians and Sport as ‘highly readable’.52
48
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In 2002, Robert Barney, Stephen Wenn and Scott Martyn (2002) received the NASSH Book
Award for Selling the Five Rings: The International Olympic Committee and the Rise of
Olympic Commercialism. In reviewing this book for Choice’s Outstanding Academic Titles
1998-2002, DW Hill (2003) of the University of North Texas spoke of it being ‘beautifully
written’ and recommended it for all levels of readership.53

3.6

Visual depiction

In writing the thesis I have included visual illustrations to enhance the reader’s understanding
of a number of the activities, both sporting and community, with which Ernest Marks was
associated over his life and to provide an indication of the various periods of time in which
the photographs were taken. Chu (1982) suggested that ‘visual depictions of past events may
provide historical data’ to supplement life histories.54
Murray Phillips, Mark O’Neill and Gary Osmond (2007) argued that films, photographs and
monuments can be as important as written material as sources of information to historical
researchers. Photographs, where added to a text, assist the reader to view the subject matter of
the picture in social and cultural contexts. When used properly with well-researched
explanatory captions they can be of great influence to how the reader views the photograph
and can allow that reader to, in a limited way, to picture the past. Photographs can also be
seen as ‘the visual equivalent of quotations’.55
Osmond (2008) addressed the use of ‘photographs as historical documents.’56 Photographs
devoid of meaningful captions have been used in historical writings in the past and as such
have been mere ‘dispensable adornments’57 to the texts and of little or no use to the reader.
Osmond mentions John Bale’s successful analysis of a photograph of a Rwandan high
jumpers in his ethnographic study of colonial Africa.
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To Osmond, ‘materiality is a fundamental starting point for understanding how photographs
function as sources of knowledge’.58 ‘Materiality is a methodological approach to considering
photographs as sources for historical thinking and practice and as histories in themselves.’59
Skilful researchers can extract stories from pictures that were not in the mind of the
photographer when the photograph was taken.

Whether displayed in exhibitions, or grouped in books, or used as stills in documentary films,
photographs tell stories about past through their deployment. Materiality is therefore an
essential concept for understanding photographs, one that makes form inseparable from
content.60

Osmond (2008) observed that generally sports historians have ignored materiality when
dealing with photographs61 and Cashman (1995) observed that historians had been tardy in
their meaningful use of visual depiction although ‘drawings, photographs and cartoons have
been used to enhance and add to written monographs, they have not been seen as a source in
their own right, which can be read, interpreted and understood.’62 Cashman (1995) then
referred to John Berger’s (1972) Ways of Seeing, which emanated from a British Broadcasting
Corporation documentary series of the same name, where the author maintained that:
… although every image embodies a way of seeing, our perception or appreciation of an
image depends also upon our way of seeing … [and] No other kind of relic or text from the
past can offer such a direct testimony about the world which surrounded other people at other
times. In this respect images are more precise and richer than literature.63

I have included a number of photographs within the thesis to enhance the understanding of the
text, including Ernest Marks acting as an official at sporting events, his involvement with
playgrounds, his and brother Percy’s childhood newspapers, portraits of him at various stages
of his life, a rare sketch of his school and salient pages from reports, letters and other
ephemera from within the E.S. Marks Sporting Collection. In Chapter 4 (The Early Years) I
use the picture below that appeared in Alan Clarkson’s (1990) Lanes of Gold, 100 years of the
NSW Amateur Swimming Association with the caption ‘Starters in the regular Sunday
morning swimming event at the Domain Baths. Note the height from which the swimmers
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had to dive’.64 Normally the reader would focus on the swimmers lining up to start the race
and having to dive a considerable way to ‘hit the water’. My interest in the image is the group
of officials in the left hand corner of the photograph with an unidentified (by Clarkson) Ernest
Marks in the front acting as the starter or a judge.

Figure 4: Sample

3.7

Conclusion

Through the analysis of primary and secondary sources, I have endeavoured to communicate
an understanding of the life of Ernest Samuel Marks, a man who found the time and energy to
devote to sport, the community, charity, his faith, business and politics. This thesis celebrates
his story and, in Ritchie’s (2002) words, ‘rescue[s] and restore[s] a comparatively unknown
person to his … rightful place’, and aims to stimulate further research into aspects of his life
which hitherto have received scant attention. Like Huggins, I have painstakingly combed the
available sources and have written the text in ‘everyday language’ that a reader readily can
consume and learn about Ernest Marks’s remarkable life of service.
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4.0

Introduction

This chapter introduces Ernest Samuel Marks from the point of view of his ancestors, parents,
family life and schooling. It progresses to his first involvement with sport and sporting
organisations, as well as his early days of serving his fellow citizens through community
activities. In many of the bodies, both sporting and community, he was one of the foundation
members, and very often a member of the inaugural committees.

4.1

In the beginning

Ernest Samuel Marks was born on 7 May 1871 at the home of his parents, Joseph and
Elizabeth, in High Street, West Maitland, New South Wales. He was their third-born child,
with Percy Joseph being born on 12 November 1867 and Harriet being born on 9 June 1869.
Harriet died as an infant, when just eleven weeks old, and was buried at the Maitland Jewish
Cemetery. Another daughter, Hilda Violette, was born on 22 April 1873.

Joseph Marks was born in East London in 1834 to Lazarus and Harriet. The 1841 England
Census records Lazarus and Harriet as living at Stepney, East London with their seven
children, Sarah, Ellen, Henry, Abraham, Jane, Joseph and Eliza.65 According to the census
return, Lazarus was a ‘clothes dealer’ and the two eldest children, Sarah and Ellen, were ‘shirt
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makers’. Joseph’s maternal grandfather, Joseph Hiam, after whom he was named, was a
provedore for the British army in Belgium at the time of the battle of Waterloo in 1815.66
Lazarus Marks died in 1853 and a year later the 19-year-old Joseph, who in the 1851 England
Census was described as a 17-year-old ‘scholar’ boarding at the Hebrew Boys Boarding
School at Bethnal Green, East London67, set out on his own for Australia. He landed in
Sydney in September 185468 and soon settled in Maitland, in the Hunter Valley, 160
kilometres to the north. In the New South Wales Census of 1851 there had been 36 Jews
living in West Maitland.69 Joseph Marks found employment with wholesale firm of David
Cohen & Company. His arrival in Maitland was at a time when the town was second in
importance to Sydney in the Colony of New South Wales. In 1851, the town of Maitland,
comprising West Maitland and East Maitland, divided by the Hunter River, had a population
of 4,230. Newcastle, 30 kilometres to the south east, had a population of 1,340.70

Samuel Benjamin, the son of a London merchant, and Elias Moses arrived in Sydney, from
England, on 13 November 1833, on the barque Ann.71 The pair soon formed the firm
Benjamin and Moses. Elias’s sister, Rachael, arrived in the colony of New South Wales the
following year and on 4 February 1835 married Samuel Benjamin in Sydney.72 Samuel and
Rachel had eleven children, seven girls and four boys, but only five reached their majorities.
Their sixth-born daughter, Elizabeth ‘Lizzie’, was born on 18 February 1846.73 Besides being
a prominent Sydney mercantile firm, Benjamin and Moses held considerable business, mining
and property interests in the Goulburn-Braidwood-Queanbeyan region of New South Wales.74
Indeed, Benjamin and Moses operated one of the early stores in Goulburn where the partners
and other Jewish businessmen made significant pioneering contributions to the town’s
commercial activities.75 Samuel Benjamin died, at 51 years of age, at his residence in George
Street, Sydney on 4 December 1854.76
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4.2

Family life and schooling

Joseph Marks and Lizzie Benjamin were married in Sydney on 14 November 1866.77 They
took up residence in West Maitland where Joseph, having left the employ of David Cohen &
Company in 1862,78 was building a business life as a merchant and had developing interests
in wool and produce. He was extremely community minded, involving himself in civic
matters, sport and as a stalwart of the local Jewish congregation. He took an active part in the
Maitland School of Arts, a centre for intellectual improvement, and the local Volunteer Rifles.
In March 1864, he had been a member of the organising committee that arranged a reception
and entertainment for the proposed visit to Maitland of the touring All-England cricketers,
under the leadership of George Parr. Another member of the committee, George Vindin,
observed that cricket ‘affords amusement, healthy recreation, and gives an acute perception to
the cricketer, and pleasure to the spectator’.79 Unfortunately, the visit of the cricketers to play
a match in Maitland was abandoned because of inclement weather in the district.80

Lizzie Marks died on 18 July 1875, at 29 years of age, giving birth to a stillborn son, leaving
Joseph to raise three young children.81 She was buried in the Maitland Jewish Cemetery,
where baby Harriet had been interred six years earlier.82 Joseph remained in West Maitland
and, with the assistance of a housekeeper, continued the raising of Percy, Ernest and Hilda,
further developed his business interests and maintained his prominent position in the
community. In 1879, he was treasurer of the West Maitland Synagogue that built the first
synagogue in New South Wales outside of Sydney. On the day of the laying of the foundation
stone83 for the place of worship, Joseph Marks exhibited his respect for history when he
buried a time capsule. At the time, there were approximately 9,000 Jews living in Australia,84
with 3,000 in New South Wales.85 Thirty-seven years earlier, his late father-in-law Samuel
Benjamin had been a member of the building committee of the Sydney Synagogue in York
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Street when its foundation stone was
laid on 19 April 1842.86 Joseph’s
involvement in the community was
exemplary for his children. During their
formative years, Percy, Ernest and
Hilda developed a love of learning,
especially reading and writing, history,
the world, debating and, in the case of
the boys, sport. Percy produced his own
handwritten newspaper, Maitland Fun,
which contained various jokes, reports,
tables of fact, and drawings.87 Ernest
produced the Maitland News.

In 1881, Joseph became a Justice of the
Peace in the colony of New South
Wales. By that time, he had become a
member of the Hunter River
Figure 5: Maitland News, May 1880

Agricultural and Horticultural Association and a district trustee of the State Savings Bank of
New South Wales.88 Later that year, he moved to Sydney with his young family, taking up
residence in Darlinghurst, close to, and to the east of, the central business district. He enrolled
Percy and Ernest in the nearby, newly established Royston College, in Alberto Terrace, off
Darlinghurst Road. The headmaster of the school was a sports-loving academic, Frederic
Bevill. Within a year of arriving in Sydney, Joseph had established ‘Joseph Marks &
Company – Wool Buyers, Exporters of Colonial Produce’.
An illustration of Royston College, by now at ‘Craig End’ in Kellett Street, Darlinghurst,
appeared in The Illustrated Sydney News in December 188489 and was accompanied by an
article, under the heading of ‘Old Sydney Landmarks’, that encapsulated the raison d’être for
the school:
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… numerous private schools have been founded to meet the demand of those parents who
seek for their sons professional or commercial education of a high standard. Prominent among
these schools stands Royston College, which, founded in 1880, has been for two years past
the most numerously attended private school in the colony … From an educational point of
view, Royston College takes rank with the leading schools, Mr. Bevill having achieved great
success in preparing students for the University and Survey Office Examinations, being
assisted by three resident masters of high scholastic attainments. Nor are manly sports and
exercises forgotten for the labours of the schoolroom, for Mr. Bevill is well known as an
enthusiastic supporter of all amateur sport, and aims at success in the field as well as at the
desk.90

The boys completed their education at Royston College where they were good students,
particularly Percy, and were integrally involved in the school’s burgeoning sporting activities.
Percy graduated to the University of Sydney in 1884, where he gained a Bachelor of Arts in
1887 and eventually qualified as a solicitor in 1891. Ernest remained at the school until 1889,
during which time he played in the rugby and cricket teams as well as enthusiastically
pursuing another sporting passion of athletics. Hilda was educated by Miss Holmes at Moore
Park91 and attended Ashford College92 for her secondary education before proceeding to
Sydney University, where she won a University Medal.
During 1887, in summarising the place of ‘Sports and Pastimes’ in Sydney at a time of
particularly ‘inclement and dubious’ weather, The Illustrated Sydney News opined:
A community which could preserve its love for the recreations of life amid the vicissitudes of
climate as were have suffered from of late, must be fairly enthusiastic. When George
Augustus Sala was in Sydney, he was asked what he thought of the climate. He replied,
“Which climate? I have been three days here, and had a different climate every day.” There
is, very likely, much basis for the anecdote. The alternations of temperature, and the
changeableness of the skies occasionally visible here, are enough to astonish the most
phlegmatic. Sports, however, have managed fairly well “to keep their heads above water.”
The people will not be denied them. 93

The broadsheet proceeded to address the comings and goings of the popular sports and
pastimes in Sydney, and the impact of the recent adverse weather conditions on their playing.
The sports of horseracing, rowing, cricket, athletics (including the Royston College Sports),
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rugby football, lawn tennis, pedestrianism (professional athletics), cycling, lacrosse, lawn
bowling, rinking (roller skating) and schnapper fishing were covered in detail. The popularity
of rugby football was emphasised: ‘Football could hardly now, without some gigantic effort,
be displaced from its position in the public estimation. Not all the terrors of broken and
contused limbs, or eyes in mourning, can prevent the public and the players from following
up the pastime they love’. The 16-year-old Ernest Marks would have endorsed this view with
an emphatic ‘Hear, hear!’

Later in 1887, the Royston College Amateur Athletic Club (RCAAC), under the leadership of
Frederic Bevill, was one of the early clubs to join the fledgling New South Wales Amateur
Athletic Association (NSWAAA). Bevill, who formed the RCAAC in 1881, chaired the first
annual meeting of the NSWAAA and, at the election of office bearers conducted at the
gathering became one of its vice presidents.94 One of the proponents of the NSWAAA was
Richard Coombes who was newly arrived in the colony from London. Over the next fortyfive years in the case of Coombes, and sixty years in the case of Ernest Marks, the two men
were to make significant contributions to sport in Australia and around the world. Ernest was
the secretary of the RCAAC in 1888 and 1889 and as such became a delegate to the
NSWAAA. Prior to the 1888 Easter holidays, Ernest Marks presented Frederic Bevill with a
testimonial and gift. Ernest, who was deemed Royston College’s longest-standing student,
‘expressed the gratitude of the boys to Mr. Bevill for the efforts he had made on their behalf
both in school and in their pastimes’.95 In Ernest’s final year at the school, before a crowd of
3,000 at the Association Cricket Ground, he won three events at the RCAAC Annual Sports
Carnival.
In June 1889, a meeting of people interested in forming a local harrier club was held in the
rooms of the Darlinghurst Literary and Debating Club, of which Ernest and Percy Marks were
office bearers. As a result, the Darlinghurst Harriers athletic club was formed, with Ernest
becoming the inaugural honorary secretary, and the new club’s delegate to the NSWAAA.
Percy Marks became a committee member.96

Almost a half a century after Ernest completed his secondary education, The Sun ran a series
of articles on ‘Men of Sydney’ and in the piece on Ernest, that appeared on 4 June 1937, it
was said that his father had wanted him to study in the United States to become a dentist.
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Instead, his love of sport and a lack of desire to follow Percy to university saw him joining
Joseph Marks’s wool buying firm.97

4.3

Sporting associations

At the first annual meeting of Darlinghurst Harriers, in February 1890, Ernest and Percy
Marks were re-elected to the positions that they had held since the inauguration of the club.
The first club president was the Australian-born and English-educated Bernhard Wise, a
former, and future, Attorney-General of New South Wales.98 During his years of study in
England, Wise was a runner of note, setting impressive times for the mile. He had been one of
the driving forces behind the formation in 1880 of the English Amateur Athletic Association
(AAA), becoming its first president.99 Hence, he was familiar with athletics administration
and as a result was also a vice president of both the Sydney Harriers and the NSWAAA.
Ernest and Percy were regular participants in the Darlinghurst Harriers’ events, as well as
acting as officials at athletics meetings and setting out courses for the regular cross-country
events.
Ernest did not seek re-election as the secretary of the Darlinghurst Harriers at the club’s 1892
annual meeting. His skills as a sporting administrator in the formative years of the athletics
club were acknowledged when at the annual meeting he was presented with a dressing case.
He did, however, remain a general committee member and a delegate to the NSWAAA. Later
in the year, Ernest represented Darlinghurst Harriers at an inter-colonial meeting in
Melbourne. Although he won many prizes in the sport over the years, Ernest was by no means
a top-flight athlete, rather good a schoolboy runner and an honest club participant who loved
competing. Over the ensuing years, Ernest was seen at Darlinghurst Harriers’ events in many
roles from that of competitor to starter, clerk of course, track manager and judge.
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Figure 6: Darlinghurst Harriers during the 1890s, ES Marks, middle of back row

Baron Pierre de Coubertin gave a speech at the Sorbonne on 25 November 1892 where he
first announced publicly his thoughts on the revival of the Olympic Games.100 Australia did
not escape de Coubertin’s observations when, in discussing the press coverage of sport, he
said:
A special press has been set up to cover the interests of the athletics world. Countless
newspapers have appeared. The results of a baseball match played in Chicago or a rowing
competition on the Parramatta travel around the world and find a place in the Times which,
forty years ago, timidly devoted a small corner to announce the first foot races between
Oxford and Cambridge.101

At the time, Australia was commencing to make a mark on the world sporting stage. This had
been exemplified in 1888 when The Sydney Morning Herald, on the occasion of an early
victory in England by the touring Australian cricketers, observed:
It is, however, a source of gratification to the colonies that the athletic reputation of which we
have reason to be proud is being maintained by our cricketers. We ought to be the most
100
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vigorous and athletic people in the world – considering the fact that outdoor sports can be
carried on the whole year without intermission – and the signs look as if we were. We have
never had reason to be ashamed of the efforts of the sportsmen we have sent home, and it
does not appear that we are likely to have cause to regret in the near future. Upon success in
both sculling and cricketing, within so short a time, we can fairly congratulate ourselves.102

The ‘rowing competition on the Parramatta’ and the scullers referred to by Pierre de
Coubertin and the Herald respectively were the professional world champions led by Edward
‘Ned’ Trickett and including Henry Searle and Jim Stanbury.103 Trickett, in 1876, was
Australia’s first world champion in any sport, and Searle had died in Melbourne in 1889 en
route home from London after defending his world championship. Ernest Marks, the 18-yearold honorary secretary of Darlinghurst Harriers, had placed an advertisement in The Sydney
Morning Herald of 14 December 1889 with the arrangements for club members to participate
in the funeral procession for Searle.104
In 1891, over a year before de Coubertin’s speech at the Sorbonne, John Astley Cooper in
England had suggested a Pan-Britannic and Anglo-Saxon Olympian scheme of sporting
contests between the English-speaking countries of the world. Whilst the suggestion received
some support, it did not fully come to fruition for almost forty years, when the first Empire
Games were held in Canada in 1930. An embryonic Empire Games occurred in London in
1911 when a nine-event competition across four sports, between sportsmen from Australasia,
Canada and the United Kingdom, was conducted as part of the Festival of Empire
celebrations that were held to commemorate the coronation of King George V. The
NSWAAA duly recorded its appreciation of Astley Cooper’s idea and ‘promised cordial
support to its advancement’.105 The Empire Games were to become a vehicle to crown the
administrative genius of Ernest Marks.

By 1894, the Darlinghurst Harriers boasted over two hundred members and considered itself
to be ‘the largest purely amateur body in Australasia’.106 That year, Ernest became the
secretary of the NSWAAA. Richard Coombes became the association’s president, a position
he was to hold for forty-one years.107 Percy Marks journeyed to England during the year.
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Soon after his arrival in London, The Daily Chronicle wrote that one of his tasks whilst away
from home was to report back to ‘the colony’ on the methods of English swimming and that
sport’s organisation.108 Ten days later, a reporter from The Sporting Life elicited Percy’s view
on cross-country running in Australia, which was that it was ‘progressing well’ and had been
given a boost by the efforts being made by Richard Coombes ‘to give the winter pastime a
lift’.109

The prospect of forming a local swimming club attracted Ernest and Percy Marks to a
meeting at Keary’s Hotel on 28 November 1894. Percy, who was not long back on Australian
soil from his trip to England, was voted as chairman of the meeting, at which the decision was
made to form the East Sydney Amateur Swimming Club (ESASC). Ernest and three others
were appointed to a provisional committee to draft a code of rules for the new swimming
club. From the chair, Percy announced that the swimming branch of Darlinghurst Harriers,
consisting of 40 members, was to amalgamate with the new club.110 Eight days later, at a
general meeting of the ESASC, the provisional committee had its rules accepted with a minor
amendment. The ESASC was now operational, with the objects: ‘to foster the art of
swimming and natatorial sport … to diffuse a knowledge of the principles of life-saving, and
the restoration of the apparently drowned’. The club roll was now in excess of fifty. Ernest
was elected the honorary treasurer,111 and over the coming years was a regular competitor,
starter, lap taker and energetic clubman for the ESASC. In 1897, he became an ESASC
delegate to the New South Wales Amateur Swimming Association (NSWASA) which had
been formed five years earlier. At the ESASC annual meeting in 1898, Ernest was re-elected
treasurer and a delegate to the NSWASA, whilst Frederick ‘Freddy’ Lane became the captain
of the club. Lane was to develop into a world-class swimmer who achieved great success at
the 1900 Olympic Games in Paris.
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Figure 7: ES Marks, front left, officiating at a Sydney swimming carnival in late 1890s

In his role as the secretary of the NSWAAA, Ernest Marks received a letter in October 1895
from Timoleon Philemon, Secretary-General of the Hellenic Committee of the ‘Jeux
Olympiques’, asking him to ‘send the enclosed invitations to the various sporting institutions
of your country, who might take part in the Olympic Games’ in Athens in April 1896. Richard
Coombes received the invitation for the NSWAAA to send some competitors.112 This was
Australia’s first official communication involving the Olympic Games, although the New
Zealander Leonard Cuff was already representing the region’s interest through his
membership of the International Olympic Committee (IOC).

At an 1897 committee meeting of the Darlinghurst Harriers, Ernest Marks, at just 26 years of
age, was unanimously elected a life member of the club.113 Percy Marks became a life
member of the athletics club in 1899.114
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4.4

New South Wales Sports Club

As 1895 was drawing to a close, Ernest Marks travelled to New Zealand as the manager of the
New South Wales team attending the second Australasian Athletics Championships, to be
held in January 1896 in Christchurch. His friend and fellow sports lover Laurance Phillips
was an independent member of the team.115 Whilst in New Zealand, Ernest and Phillips were
impressed by the club facilities afforded by Christchurch’s Pioneer Bicycle Club. Upon their
return to Sydney, the pair, with Henry Holden of the Forest Lodge Harriers, initiated a
meeting of interested sportsmen to investigate the establishment of a sports club along the
lines of what they had seen in New Zealand.116 On 20 April 1896, Ernest and Percy Marks,
Phillips and Holden joined with over twenty others at the meeting in carrying the proposal,
‘That it is desirable in the interests of amateur sport that a Club room should be established in
Sydney’.117 The brothers Marks were amongst eight men from a number of amateur sporting
bodies who gave their views on the establishment of a club house for use by individual
amateur athletes and their clubs. By the end of the month, the proposal had been agreed, a
suitable site had been found in Rowe Street, and a lease signed. The New South Wales
Amateur Sports Club had been formed, with Ernest Marks a member of the general
committee. The first members of the club, including Ernest and Percy Marks, were elected at
a meeting on 4 May 1896. At that gathering, Ernest was one of five men appointed to a subcommittee to produce the rules for the new body,118 which would include the prevention of
‘gambling and betting of every description’. The club rooms were officially opened on
Saturday 16 May 1896, where Phillips was thanked for presenting the club with a piano and
Ernest was one of a number of men and organisations to whom appreciation was expressed
for assisting with the provision of the furnishings.119 Ernest’s contribution to the club over the
next half a century can best be summarised by the acknowledgements in Maurice Daly’s
(1996) One hundred years of Australian sport: A History of the New South Wales Sports
Club:
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Marks was not only the primary force in the Club’s formation and development, and a
centrepiece in the development of Australian sport generally, but he had the foresight and
imagination to record much of what otherwise would have been forgotten.120

The Sports Club was to develop into a social meeting place for its individual members as well
as a base for the administration of many local, colonial/state and national amateur sporting
bodies. Its facilities included a bar, a billiard room, a gymnasium, conference rooms and a
library. Ernest Marks became the first librarian.

4.5

Amateurism

A conference of delegates from various New South Wales sporting bodies to debate
amateurism was held in 1895. Ernest Marks was a representative from the NSWAAA. The
main topics of discussion were what sports would be covered by the definition of an amateur,
what constituted an amateur sportsman and how to maintain an amateur status.121 Two years
later, in Sydney in October, an amateur athletic conference was held at the conclusion of the
third Australasian athletics championships where delegates from New South Wales, Victoria,
Queensland and New Zealand discussed:
1. The desirability of establishing an amateur athletic union of Australasia. 2. Uniform action
for the four colonies in dealing with applications for reinstatement as amateur. 3. An
Australasian definition of an amateur for the four colonies. 4. An Australasian entry form for
athletic competitions. 5. The advisability of renewing the Australasian agreement, which
expires by the effluxion of time on October 4. 6. Consideration of the advisability of sending
an Australasian athletic team to England in 1898.122

Ernest Marks and Richard Coombes represented New South Wales at the conference and
Leonard Cuff was one of the New Zealand delegates. The Amateur Athletic Union of
Australasia (AAUA) was formed and Coombes became the inaugural president. Coombes,
Cuff and Queensland’s Nat Mandelson were commissioned to write the constitution of the
new union. Cuff, who was born in Christchurch and was talented in many sports, had been
Australasia’s sole member of the International Olympic Committee since its formation in
1894. Within a year of the conference, he relocated to Australia where he eventually settled in
Tasmania. The 1898 tour of the Australasian athletic team to England did not ultimately
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eventuate, although Ernest, Coombes, Cuff and Victoria’s Basil Parkinson were mentioned as
possible managers of the team if it had gone.

Ernest Marks travelled to Queensland in July-August 1898 on a pleasure trip in the company
of a number of Sydney-based athletes,123 but took the time to visit the Queensland Amateur
Athletic Association (QAAA). At the QAAA meeting on 28 July 1898, he informed those
present that the constitution of the AAUA was in the process of being signed. He proceeded
to advocate the forming of a local sports club along the lines of the New South Wales Sports
Club which he said had proved to be a boon to amateur sporting associations in Sydney.124
After his return to Sydney, The Brisbane Courier acknowledged his contribution to amateur
sport, and particularly to athletics, in Queensland:
Mr. Marks is such a genuine enthusiast that he is amateur sport personified, and there are few
in Australia who possess a greater and more comprehensive knowledge of its various
branches than he … Such men as Mr. Marks are always welcome visitors, their very presence,
and the knowledge they diffuse, giving a decided and needed impetus to amateur athletics in
Queensland.125
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Figure 8: Hospital Sports Carnival Personnel, Brisbane 1898, ES Marks, seated second from right

The constitution of the AAUA was accepted in 1899, with Richard Coombes being confirmed
as the union’s president and Ernest Marks formally elected as the first honorary secretarytreasurer.126 The Brisbane Courier said that Ernest:
… is a keen enthusiast in the world of amateur sport, a willing and effective worker, and a
gentleman whose opinions and ideas carry a deal of weight …No better man could possibly
have been chosen for the secretaryship of so important an organisation as the Amateur
Athletic Union of Australasia.127

A century later, Paul Jenes (2001) in his history of athletics in Australia, Fields of Green,
Lanes of Gold, said of the two top officials of the union: ‘Both Coombes and Marks are
considered the fathers of national athletics in this country. It is quite amazing that Australia
had a national body in athletics yet Australia was not yet a nation’.128 Not long after Ernest
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became honorary secretary-treasurer of the AAUA, he received an invitation for Australians
to compete in the Olympic Games to be held in conjunction with the International Exposition
in Paris in 1900. He circulated the letter to the associations comprising the AAUA.129

Late in 1899, Ernest, who by now was widely regarded as a champion of amateur sport,
defended his principles when he resigned as vice president of the NSWAAA and chairman of
the committee. He disagreed with the ‘many acts of the association and its affiliate members,
which, in his opinion, were against the spirit of amateur sport’.130 Despite requests from his
fellow committee members to withdraw his resignation, Ernest maintained his stand.
Nevertheless, at the association’s annual meeting in April 1900 he again stood for election as
a vice president and was successful.131 In the meantime, he was a member of a committee to
assist the Australasian sprint champion Stanley Rowley to attend the Olympic Games in Paris
in July 1900.132 Rowley competed in Paris and returned with three bronze medals, in the 60,
100 and 200 metres events, and a gold medal as a member of the British contingent in the
5,000 metres team race. Freddy Lane, from the ESASC, returned from Paris, where the
swimming events were staged in the River Seine, as a dual Olympic gold medallist, with
victories in the 200 metres freestyle and 200 metres obstacle race.133

4.6

Rugby – The sporting love of his life

Rugby football was another sport that attracted Ernest Marks’s interest. A notebook in the
E.S. Marks Sporting Collection at the Mitchell Library contains his notes for a debating club
gathering at Royston College where he chronicled the history of rugby in England. The notes
include references to football by Shakespeare and Dryden and then Ernest’s ideas as he
endeavoured to argue that the ‘game from several standpoints [is] the finest British sport in
existence’. Those standpoints were ‘expense, danger, brutality, satisfaction and employment’,
with ‘employment’ meaning players’ involvement in a match.134 Whilst still at school, and a
few days after his eighteenth birthday, he attended a meeting in Darlinghurst that resulted in
the formation of a junior football club, the Roslyn Football Club. He was elected to the
inaugural committee.135 At the club’s annual meeting in 1892, Ernest was elected as treasurer,
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and later in the proceedings it was decided to amalgamate with the Arfoma Football Club.136
Arfoma’s annual meeting in 1893 saw him elected as treasurer and he was also one of four
club members thanked for their donations and trophies for the previous season.137 This display
of generosity to a sporting club by Ernest was to be repeated many times in the next half a
century. Fifty years later, he commented on his early days of playing rugby union:
The game today is played under much different conditions, on better grounds and with good
referees. But I think it is well up to the standard of former years. Of course it is hard to
compare the game of to-day, and years ago. When I played it was mostly in open paddocks
and on very hard grounds.138

With the advent of district football in Sydney, a local alderman, Charles Oakes, convened a
public meeting of interested people on 22 March 1900 at the Paddington Town Hall139 that
resulted in the creation of the Eastern Suburbs District Football Club (ESDFC). Ernest Marks
attended that meeting and at the follow-up meeting, on 29 March 1900, became a committee
member of the new club. The inaugural president of the ESDFC was a future prime minister
of Australia, the Right Honourable George Reid, PC, MP. District football was just that, with
clubs formed on a basis of residential qualifications that resulted in increased community
participation, as opposed to clubs that had previously been formed on an ad hoc basis. This
move to district football was an fine example of the ‘organisation’ characteristic in Adelman’s
measure of the modernisation of a sport.140 In assessing the prospects of all of the new
football clubs at the commencement of the 1900 season, The Sydney Morning Herald‘s
opinion of ESDFC was that, ‘The management of the club is in good hands … and with such
well-known men as … E. S. Marks … on the committee the club should lack nothing that
good management can provide’.141

4.7

Culture as well as sport

Away from sport, Ernest and Percy Marks were devotees of literature and culture. The
Hebrew Literary and Debating Society was formed in 1887 to cater ‘for the literary and

136

SMH, 19 March 1892, p. 10.
SMH, 31 March 1893, p. 6.
138
Undated and unsourced clipping from Sydney tabloid newspaper contained in ESMSC.
139
SMH, 21 March 1900, p. 2.
140
See characteristic 1 in Figure 1.
Organisation in a pre-modern sport: either nonexistent or at best informal and sporadic.
Organisation in a modern sport: formal, institutionally differentiated at the local, regional and national levels.
141
SMH, 21 May 1900, p. 4.
The original clubs in district football competition, run by the Metropolitan Rugby Union (MRU) were Balmain,
Eastern Suburbs, Glebe, Newtown, North Sydney, South Sydney, Sydney University and Western Suburbs.
137

43

debating tastes of [Jewish] ladies and gentlemen of the time’.142 Percy Marks was one of the
founders. It was not long before Ernest joined Percy in the society and until the turn of the
century both, at various times and very often in parallel, were office bearers of the society as
well as being regular participants in debates.143 Ernest had stints as honorary treasurer,
honorary secretary and honorary auditor. He was also a member and office bearer in the
Darlinghurst Literary and Debating Society.144

4.8

The end of the century

As the nineteenth century ended, Australian sport was on the threshold of a golden age where
multi-talented sportsmen, competing under a new national flag, were to be in abundance.
Also, the question of amateurism was to continue and new sporting organisations were to be
created. To complement all of this, efficient and effective organisers and administrators would
be in high demand. Enter Ernest Samuel Marks.

4.9

Conclusion

This chapter has chronicled the birth and early development of Ernest Samuel Marks. He had
his father as an exemplar in serving the community. He developed his love of sport through
his school Royston College. Through that passion for sport, he became involved in either the
formation or the very early stages of many sporting organisations and their ongoing
operations. He also had a great interest in his Jewish faith and cultural pursuits through
membership of bodies such as the Darlinghurst Literary and Debating Society, the Hebrew
Literary and Debating Society, the Union Parliament and the Anglo-Jewish Association.

Figure 9: Letterhead of Joseph Marks & Co.
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5.1

Introduction

This chapter examines the first decade of the twentieth century, a period that could be viewed
as Australia’s first golden age of sport. The Sydney-based Ernest Marks was involved with
the evolution of many local, state and national sporting organisations, particularly through his
role as chairman of the board of directors at the New South Wales Sports Club. He attended
the Olympic Games of 1908 in London, in the company of the First Wallabies. Over this time,
he cemented his place as one of Australia’s champions of amateurism and a leading
administrator of sport.

5.2

The new Commonwealth of Australia

The planning for the Sydney celebrations for the inauguration of the Commonwealth of
Australia on 1 January 1901 had been extensive. Ernest Marks was involved. He represented
athletics and swimming145 on the Sports Sectional Committee and was that body’s delegate on
the Executive Planning Committee.146 Besides being a planner he was also a contributor when
on 3 January 1901 at the Commonwealth Swimming Carnival, at the Fitzroy Dock on
Cockatoo Island, he was one of the judges. The carnival attracted a veritable ‘who’s who’ of
past and future champions on the national and international scene, including Arthur ‘Tums’
Cavill, Freddy Lane, Robert ‘Bob’ Craig and the teenagers, Reginald ‘Snowy’ Baker and
Harold Hardwick.147 Ernest knew them all, and over the coming years he would get to know a
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number of them better. One of his co-judges was James Taylor, the chairman of the council of
the NSWASA, who would in 1924 become a member of the International Olympic
Committee.148 Two days later, at the Commonwealth Athletics and Cycling Carnival on the
Sydney Cricket Ground, Ernest was a referee for the track events. On 8 January 1901, he
attended the press dinner, hosted by the New South Wales Government, as another part of the
Commonwealth celebrations149, no doubt courtesy of his holding a press pass from The
Australian Star.150

In May 1901, Ernest Marks and Harold Healy were judges at the sports carnival conducted as
part of the official opening of the Young Peoples’ Industrial Exhibition in Sydney. Healy was
also the honorary secretary of the New South Wales Sports Club and a brother of the budding
swimming champion, Cecil Healy. Ernest’s contribution to the exhibition, which had the
objective of ‘stimulating the energies, educating the minds and eliciting the sympathies of our
young people’, resulted in him being presented with a certificate for ‘Special Services’.151
By year’s end Ernest Marks was the manager of the New South Wales team contesting the
Amateur Athletic Union of Australasia championships in Auckland, New Zealand. One of the
team’s three winners was Arthur Oxlade, in the 440 yards. After the conclusion of the
competition, Ernest and his team were visiting the Hell’s Gate geyser at Rotorua. As with
many touring sporting teams down the ages, youthful exuberance was in abundance in late
1901. Oxlade was ‘skylarking’ dangerously close to the edge of the geyser, when the soil
gave way. Only the rapid reaction and the firm grip of Ernest Marks saved him from
plummeting to his death in the boiling water. Marks’s rescue effort was duly reported in the
New Zealand152 and Australian newspapers. On seeing the article in The Sydney Morning
Herald,153 Harold Healy wrote Ernest a congratulatory letter, enclosing the news clipping and
questioning him if he had ‘joined the Salvation Army at last and saved one soul’.154 Another
task that Ernest had in New Zealand, other than managing and rescuing New South Wales
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athletes, was to represent the NSWASA on various matters relating to the forthcoming
Australasian swimming championships that were scheduled to be held across the Tasman.155

Whilst Ernest was tripping around New Zealand, the Old Roystonians hosted their first
reunion dinner. Ernest would have regretted missing the function, as he was one of the joint
honorary secretaries of the Old Roystonians.156 The guest of honour at the dinner was Sammy
Woods who had played Test cricket for both Australia and England157 and had become a
much-loved player, captain and administrator at Sussex. He also represented England at
rugby.158 In his autobiography, My Reminiscences, Woods mentioned his time at Royston
College and travelling by steamer between the school and his home in Manly.159 At the
dinner, Woods again talked about the cricket he played whilst a student at the college and his
first century for the school team. Percy Marks, in proposing the toast to ‘Old Royston’, spoke
of the old boys’ affection for their headmaster, Frederic Bevill, who had provided them with a
good schooling and who was vital in affording them opportunities in sport. Bevill, who was a
guest at the gathering, expressed fond, happy memories of his years in charge at the school. 160

The 1902 annual meeting of the New South Wales Sports Club saw Ernest Marks elected as
the chairman of directors. He was to be re-elected to that position each year over the next
quarter of a century. The club was now a limited liability company, with premises in Hunter
Street, and with adequate space to house the new organisations that wanted their headquarters
in a central location in Sydney. Over the coming years the Sports Club, with Ernest playing
leading roles, assumed the responsibility for the management and control of New South
Wales amateur championships in boxing and wrestling, table tennis and billiards.

The Sydney District Football Club was formed in late 1904, necessitated by an adjustment of
the residential boundaries of the Eastern Suburbs and Glebe District Football Clubs. Ernest
Marks was one of the three convenors of the meeting to create the new football club.161 As
with the genesis of the Eastern Suburbs football club four years earlier, he became a member
of the inaugural committee. He was elected as the honorary secretary, a delegate to the
Metropolitan Rugby Union (MRU) and the club’s representative on the committee of the New
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South Wales Rugby Union (NSWRU). One of his fellow members from football at Eastern
Suburbs and swimming at East Sydney, Snowy Baker, transferred to the new club as a player
and soon became a member of the general committee. Besides football and swimming, Baker,
who was prodigiously talented in many sports, was at the time striving for victories at the
state and national amateur boxing championships. Greg Growden’s (2003) The Snowy Baker
Story, illustrated Ernest’s efficiency as an administrator and detailed how Baker balanced his
training regimes for football and boxing. Growden added that for Baker to be able to juggle
his competing commitments to those two sports it ‘help[ed] that the peripatetic administrator,
Mr Marks, held a lot of sway at the NSW Sports Club, which were again running the state
[boxing] titles. Marks’s many titles included being the chairman of the Sports Club’.162

Figure 10: Letter convening meeting to form Sydney District Football Club

Ernest’s leaving of ESDFC was not seen as a traitorous act, rather a result of those players
and officials, of which he was one, who resided within the new club’s residential catchment
area needing to transfer allegiances if they wished to continue their involvement with first
grade district football in Sydney. Indeed, in May 1905 the ESDFC presented him with an
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engraved gold pencil case in acknowledgement of his services to the football club since its
foundation in 1900.163

Figure 11: Sydney District Football Club, 1905, ES Marks, second from left in back row and Snowy
Baker, second from right in back row

The following years saw Ernest Marks involved in the activities of an ever-widening range of
sports. He had a long-standing aversion to betting at amateur sporting events and continued to
maintain his vigorous campaign for its eradication. A meeting of the peak amateur sporting
bodies of New South Wales had been convened at the Sports Club in May 1904 to determine
the action that should be taken to stamp out the evil. The Referee and The Australian Star
attributed the movement to abolish such betting to Ernest. The meeting resolved to form a
deputation to the New South Wales Government to advocate the introduction of suitable
legislation.164 The Australian Star reported the thoughts on the matter that Ernest expressed at
the meeting:
… they had few enough square sports now in Sydney, and they should do all they could to
keep amateur sports clean and free from the evil elements introduced by betting. Victoria had
a measure dealing with the matter, and New South Wales should have legislation on the same
lines as the Victorian Sports Betting Suppression Act of 1901. Under that Act anybody found
betting at a sports gathering could be ejected from the ground and fined up to ₤20. If after
163
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ejectment [sic] he re-entered the ground and repeated the offence the penalty could be
increased to ₤50 or three months’ imprisonment.165

On 11 May 1904, a deputation visited the Attorney-General, and Acting Premier, Bernhard
Wise, who was a ‘fellow traveller’ regarding the problem of betting at amateur sport
meetings. Wise informed the party that he was working towards introducing legislation to
combat the betting scourge.166 By the close of 1906, the broad ranging Gaming and Betting
Act had been introduced in New South Wales, and gambling at sports meetings, other than at
racecourses, was outlawed.167

The New South Wales Sports Club was taking a leading role in sponsoring and organising
state tournaments in billiards, table tennis and boxing and wrestling.168 Ernest Marks did not
forget cultural pursuits with a debating branch being established at the Sports Club in the
early days of the century.169

The Intercalated Olympic Games were held in 1906 in Athens for a number of reasons,
including the opportunity for the Greeks to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the revival of
the Olympic Games. Ernest Marks was one of the treasurers of the fund to send Australians to
compete.170 In the event, four Australians travelled to the Greek capital, and returned with
three bronze medals.171

Soon, Ernest Marks dipped his toes in another sporting pond. He became a member of the
inaugural committee of the Manly Surf Club in 1907. Cecil Healy was the club’s captain. In
November 1907, Ernest attended an impromptu meeting of bathers at South Maroubra beach
and he was duly appointed as one of the treasurers of a fund to raise money for the purchase
of a lifeline for the beach. By year’s end, as a result of his proposal to form a club for
organisational reasons, it was agreed that the South Maroubra Surf Club be formed. Over
twenty years later, The Daily Pictorial wrote about Ernest Marks the lifesaver, including the
reason for the purchase of that lifeline at Maroubra:
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… it will be news to many that he [Ernest Marks] was a precursor of the present organisation
of life savers. Before the S.L.S. [Surf Life Saving] Association, with its magnificent
discipline and gay costumes, took the work of protecting bathers in hand Messrs. Marks …
and others did the job in a less systematic but often effective manner.
“We had no reel and line,” … [Ernest] explains, “but I think we had a rope tied around a tree
at Maroubra.”172

5.3

Amateur Sporting Federation

At an amateur athletic conference in 1900 of appropriate sporting bodies of New South
Wales, Ernest Marks seconded the motion: ‘That it is was desirable in the interests of amateur
sport that a permanent council of representatives of the various recognised amateur bodies be
formed, to deal with all matters affecting amateur sport in the colony that may be brought
under notice’. The motion was successful. Ernest became a member of the committee to draft
a constitution to be brought to the next conference.173 At a further amateur conference, in May
1908, Austin Arnold of the Sydney University Sports Union moved ‘That this meeting affirms
the principle of an amateur sporting federation’. Nothing happened regarding a permanent
amateur body until mid-1908 when the Amateur Sporting Federation of New South Wales
(ASF) was founded on 11 June, with James Taylor as the first president. Taylor and Ernest
Marks were the delegates of the NSWASA at that meeting.174 The principal reason for the
forming of the ASF was to arrive at a universal definition of an amateur. Although Ernest did
not hold executive office, The Referee attributed the formation of the ASF was largely as a
result of his efforts over the years.175 Ernest, as chairman of directors, of the Sports Club,
signed the document of agreement between the NSWSC and the ASF.

5.4

Olympic Games – Preparation for London 1908

The Olympic Games of 1908 were held in London, after the original host city, Rome, had
surrendered the right to stage them. They were held in conjunction with the Franco-British
Exhibition. As there was no central Olympic body in Australia, the selection and preparation
of a team to attend London rested with the individual sporting associations around the country
and with those Australian-based individuals who considered that they were competitive
enough on the international stage and could either finance their own trips or raise the
necessary funds. Competitive athletes working or studying in the United Kingdom were also
172
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considered as possibilities to join the team. The sporting pages of the newspapers in the
months leading up to the time of departure for the competitions were speculating on the
composition of the team. The competitions in London were scheduled to be conducted over
two periods, with the ‘summer’ sports contested over the months April to July, with the
majority during July, and the ‘autumn’ sports in October.

A sidelight to the Victorian distances runners, George Blake and Victor Aitken, attending the
Olympic Games was that if they won the marathon in London the result could be seen as a
potential advertisement to attract migrants to Australia. 176 The thoughts of ‘A Melbourne
Representative’ on Blake’s and Aitken’s performances in London attracting new settlers to
this land were reported in The Referee of 22 April 1908:

It may, of course, be an extravagance to assert, as some enthusiastic sportsmen are wont to
do, that these two young Australians will do more to advertise this country at the [FrancoBritish] Exhibition by their appearance on the track in this event [marathon], and it is
assumed, by their creditable performance they will accomplish, than any Australian display
made at the Exhibition, and more even than will be accomplished by the three State political
plenipotentiaries who are now there representing Victoria. … There are no doubt many
thousands of desirable persons in England ready to emigrate who will pay more heed to a
good athletic performance than they would to a pound of butter, be it even of primest firstgrade quality, and the bearer of the best of all possible Government certificates. If such
people can be secured by means of the two champions and their work on the high road it will
be well, and they will be just as acceptable as settlers here as if they were brought here by
hearing a speech at one of the many functions that will take place during the currency of the
Exhibition.177

Earlier in April, ‘Marathon’ in The Arrow reported that the NSWAAA had donated two
guineas178 towards the E.S. Marks Testimonial Fund. On the same page, the sporting
journalist expressed a similar view to that of the ‘Melbourne Representative’ regarding
Australians competing at the Olympic Games before large crowds and the world’s press,
when he said that ‘our sporting Members of Parliament’ could ‘make a name for themselves’
by arranging for funding to send top athletes to London:
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Entries from, and especially wins by, representatives of the Australian Commonwealth, would
advertise Australia more than thousands of pounds spent otherwise …179

Australia and New Zealand combined to compete under the name of Australasia and entered a
team of fifteen male competitors (three of whom were from New Zealand) for the ‘summer’
sports of swimming, diving, athletics, and shooting.180 A number of potential medallists,
including Cecil Healy, athlete Nigel Barker (both medallists from the Athens 1906
Intercalated Games), and the 1907 Wimbledon men’s champion Norman Brookes181, for
reasons of finance or other competing priorities, decided not to travel to London. Brookes’s
team-mate in the Australasian team that won the 1907 and 1908 Davis Cups, the New
Zealander Anthony Wilding, was not informed of the Olympic competition until entries had
closed and hence did not attend.182 In March there was lament in The Arrow about the lack of
effort to send the ‘cream of her [Australia’s] athletes’, in particular Barker and Healy who
were in great form, to compete at London 1908.183

The ad hoc method of entering competitors in the Olympic events was emphasised when the
Rev RS de Courcy Laffan, honorary secretary to the British Olympic Council, wrote to
Richard Coombes, now the IOC member for Australasia, seeking advice on what, if any,
boxers from this region would be competing in Olympic tournament. The Referee on 17 June
1908 reported the general contents of Coombes’s reply to Laffan:

Reginald Baker (N.S.W.) and George Blake (Victoria) may be looked upon as certain
competitors, whilst doubtless Theo Tartakover (N.S.W.) would compete if asked. Mention is
also made of the likelihood of there being some boxers amongst the amateur Rugby team to
visit England this Autumn, and the opinion is hazarded that J. Mortimer, S. Middleton, and P.
Burge (all good amateur boxers), are likely to be in the team.184
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When Coombes responded to Laffan it was known that Baker and Theodore were already in
England and ready to compete in swimming185 at the Olympic Games and Blake was en route
to London to compete in athletics. Earlier in the year, it had been decided to send an
Australian rugby contingent to the Northern Hemisphere, but the entry of the team in the
Olympic tournament was still not decided. In the event, Baker was the sole Australian to box
for an Olympic medal, claiming the silver medal in the middleweight division. Blake, who
competed in the distance athletics events in London, was however recorded in the Official
Report as an entrant in the lightweight boxing.186 By the time of the Olympic boxing
tournament in October, Blake had returned home to Melbourne.187 Tartakover competed in
Olympic swimming events. Of the members of ‘the amateur Rugby team to visit England this
Autumn’, only Middleton and Burge were selected as tourists.

Another example of the rather casual attitude held by some sports folk regarding competing at
the Olympic Games not long after their revival is contained in the diaries of the Australianborn Frederick Septimus Kelly. Kelly was a champion rower, having thrice won the Diamond
Challenge Sculls at Henley (1902, 1903 and 1905) whilst at the same time studying classical
music. His diary records that on 18 June 1908 he received an invitation from Raymond
Etherington-Smith to try out for the British eight entered in the upcoming Olympic regatta,
six weeks hence:
I received a telegram before breakfast from Etherington-Smith, asking me to row in the
Olympic crew this afternoon and after breakfast, thinking perhaps someone had failed, I
telegraphed to say I would. At 10.30am Etherington-Smith turned up himself and explained
that they had no satisfactory man for 2 and asked me whether I would come and be tried. I
told him I did not want to as I had a great deal to do, but said I would row if they were really
in a hole.188

Kelly filled the ‘hole’ in the Etherington-Smith-led crew that duly won the Olympic gold
medal at Henley-on-Thames on 31 July 1908.189
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While the individual athletes were forming into an Olympic team, Ernest Marks was fulfilling
his executive positions with the AAUA and the NSWASA. In addition, he was a delegate on
the NSWRU when it decided to sponsor a New South Wales representative rugby team to tour
the United Kingdom and North America.190 The NSWRU ultimately decided to consider
Queenslanders, with the appropriate ability, for the squad. As with Healy, Barker and Brookes
who had decided not to attend the Olympic Games, a number of potential rugby squad
members were unavailable to tour, mainly due to study commitments (in the case of the
university students) or they carried football injuries. One of the university students was the
multi-talented Barker. In commenting on his passing up an invitation to join the rugby team as
one of the backs, The Arrow observed that as he had already committed the time for one
sporting trip overseas, to the Intercalated Olympic Games, ‘his devotion to the athletic field
has been amply tested’.191 Ernest Marks had decided to accompany the team on the tour, in no
official capacity. Prior to his departure, his colleagues in the local amateur sporting bodies
recognised his almost twenty years of yeoman service to sport by combining to give him a
farewell dinner at the A.B.C. Café on 6 August, at which he was presented with an
illuminated address:

By the Amateur Bodies of New South Wales on the occasion of his departure for Europe, as a
tangible expression of their appreciation of his qualities as an Amateur Sportsman and as a
tribute to his administrative ability, whose counsel and generous and energetic efforts to all
that pertains to the welfare of the Associations represented by the signatures hereto.
His singleness of purpose in the government of sport is highly esteemed, and it is with
pleasure we assure him of the respect of the Amateur Sporting Community of New South
Wales, wishing him a pleasant voyage and safe return.192

In proposing the toast to Ernest Marks at the gathering, James Taylor, President of the ASF,
paid Ernest a huge compliment for what he had done for amateur sport over the past two
decades:

He was attached to the majority of the amateur organisations in the State, and had evolved the
Amateur Sporting Federation. It was not to the athlete that they should look for maintenance
of clean sport, but to the man who worked at executive meetings and in the council
chamber.193
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Immediately prior to his departure for England, Ernest was appointed an Honorary Magistrate
for the State of New South Wales.194

When the rugby team departed Sydney on 8 August 1908, there was no certainty that it would
be contesting the Olympic tournament in late October. It depended on finding a space in the
fixtures that had already been arranged.195 Another task Ernest Marks had on the trip was to
make contact with the British Billiard Association.196 Once aboard the RMS Omrah, Ernest
assumed the role as secretary-treasurer of the touring party and he was appointed the honorary
secretary of the ship’s sports committee for the voyage. The contents of his scrapbook of the
tour, now held in the Mitchell Library,197 and his regular detailed letters to Sydney’s
newspapers attested to his contribution to the on-board activities and festivities. One of the
competitions that he organised was for the writing of limericks.198 Charles McMurtrie, one of
the rugby forwards, was the joint winner of the limerick competition, with fellow passenger
Miss Grey, with an entry on one of the team’s full backs, William ‘Monkey’ Dix. Another of
McMurtrie’s entries paid tribute to Ernest’s role on the vessel:

There was a young fellow called Marks
The promoter of many good larks
He has made on the ship an enjoyable trip,
When we might have been feeding the sharks.199

5.5

Amateurism

En route to England, the tourists put in to Melbourne where they played a match against
Victoria. The Victorian Amateur Athletic Association (VAAA) used Ernest Marks’s visit to
convene a meeting of representatives from all interest bodies to hear him talk about the
establishment of the ASF. The VAAA saw Ernest as a principal in the formation of the ASF.
He presented an excellent summary of the inauguration and subsequent progress of the
federation, which had already grown to sixteen affiliated organisations committed to
upholding and enforcing the amateur status of sportsmen. As a result of the talk, and a
subsequent question-and-answer session, the desirability of establishing a similar amateur
194
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body in Victoria became apparent. Ernest proceeded to advise the gathering that he proposed
to arrange agreements with sporting authorities from the various nations he was about to visit
with the aim of arriving at a universal definition of an amateur athlete.200

Further into the trip, the Omrah stopped over at Colombo where Ernest promptly became an
official at a local sports gathering. He wrote back to Australia that he thought that an amateur
athletic club was about to be formed. ‘Harrier’ in The Australasian said of Ernest’s activities
in Colombo: ‘There is no keener worker in the cause of amateur sport than Mr. E.S. Marks’,
and speculated on his involvement with the formation of the new local athletic club.201
Always the servant of others, Ernest and the manager of the tourists, James McMahon, left the
Omrah in Naples to assist an ailing player, Cecil Murnin, to board a ship returning to the
warmer climate of Australia. In one of his letters back to Australia, the captain of the squad,
Dr Herbert ‘Paddy’ Moran, said that Ernest and McMahon were missed after they had left the
ship.202 Once they had attended to Murnin’s needs, the pair travelled overland, through
Europe and then by channel ferry to England, to await the Omrah when it docked in
Plymouth.203

Soon after the Wallabies landed in England, Ernest Marks was interviewed by a reporter from
The Sporting Life about the reason for his trip. On 26 September 1908, the sporting
newspaper ran two articles emanating from the interview. The opening paragraphs of the first
piece, headed ‘Sport in Australia – An Object Lesson in Government’, introduced Ernest to
the readers:

Mr Ernest S. Marks, who is accompanying the New South Wales Rugby Union team now on
tour in this country, is one of the leaders in the world of Australian sport, and he hopes to
accomplish a considerable amount of important work on behalf of amateurism during his stay
in the Mother Country. How many offices he holds is impossible to say off-hand … there is
no doubt as to the whole-hearted enthusiasm of the Colonial for every form of amateur
sport.204

On the same page of The Sporting Life were Ernest’s thoughts on sport on Australia. He
referred the interviewer to the captain Moran and manager McMahon for comments on the
200
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Wallabies, before expounding the modus operandi of the MRU in Sydney and opining that the
increasing popularity of rugby football, particularly in his home state, would soon see the
sport supplant cricket as the national game in Australia. He thought that interest in swimming
had taken great strides in New South Wales and he detailed the excellent facilities to be
afforded spectators and swimmers by the soon-to-be-opened Domain Baths.205 He said that
one of his tasks whilst in England was to encourage the local swimmers to tour Australia in
reciprocation of the many trips made by Australian swimmers to Great Britain. In addition, he
hoped to arrange an alliance between the peak athletics bodies of Australasia, England,
France, United States and Canada to standardise governance of the sport internationally. He
thought that amateur boxing was ‘making enormous strides throughout Australasia’ and that
that coursing was progressing well. Ernest added that surf bathing was a burgeoning activity
and that ‘every [Sydney] beach has its life-saving club, with complete gear for the protection
of bathers, and drills with the life-line are held by the members daily’.206
Ernest Marks’s manifold thoughts and ideas on amateurism were contained in a separate
article on the same page of The Sporting Life, under the heading ‘Amateurism – An
International Standard’. He believed that the newly formed Amateur Sporting Federation of
New South Wales, which had been created to standardise the definition of an amateur and to
codify the rules of disqualification and suspension of professionals, was ‘one of the biggest
things ever attempted in the interest of amateur sport’. He listed the member organisations of
the ASF and advised that the federation had empowered him to initiate reciprocal
arrangements with ‘kindred bodies’ in other countries. The lengthy article proceeded to detail
attempts at standardising the definition of an amateur in other countries, with a particular
emphasis on the Olympic Games. It concluded that the organisation best suited for that task
was the International Olympic Committee. The interview with Ernest opened up for
discussion the topic of amateurism.207

Over the following weeks, articles of discussion appeared in the pages of The Sporting Life,
including one from the noted Australian-born rower of the late nineteenth century, Stephen
Fairbairn. Fairbairn, famous for his rowing exploits at Cambridge University, commented on
the English definition of a rowing amateur with regard to the exclusion from competition of
oarsmen who were, or had been, blue-collar workers. He was accepting of amateur rowers
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coming from all social backgrounds but displayed a hard-line approach to the amateurprofessional divide:

I have read your pamphlet through very carefully, and think, the only way is to do as you are
doing – collect opinions and then have them laid before the next Olympic Committee. I
should think “Once a professional always a professional.” It seems wrong that a professional
in one branch can be an amateur in another. As regards excluding manual labourers from the
amateur status. In Australia, they allow manual labourers as amateurs; they seem to me a
particularly quiet, decent lot, and the inter-State race is rowed for no prizes. I fancy the spirit
of amateurism is as high amongst them as anywhere; they row for the sport alone. If you
could exclude professionals from the football and cricket field altogether, and from all
competitions with amateurs, it would be a great life for sport generally.208

The Wallabies had a very successful tour of Great Britain winning twenty-four, losing five
and drawing one of the thirty games played.209 The highlights were their victory in the Test
match against England and the winning of the Olympic gold medal, at the multi-purpose main
stadium at Shepherd’s Bush on 26 October 1908.
HOORAY!
The Wallabies won
The Rugby match
At London’s large Olympia!
They’re good on the run,
They’re good on the catch,
Or the scrum, or the line, as the best of the batch!
’Twas cleverly done,
When the Wallabies won
At London’s large Olympia!210

5.6

Home again

Ernest Marks arrived home from his tour of the Northern Hemisphere in March 1909. The trip
had been a success with the Wallabies performing well in their matches off shore, including
winning all four contests in the United States and Canada on the journey home from Great
Britain. He believed that the leading club teams in Sydney were the equal of any of the British
208
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clubs that he had seen and that only the All Blacks were a superior national team.211 Ernest
thought that Australia ‘had little to learn’ in the organisation of sport and indeed he had been
asked to send the model for the operation of the Sports Club to some interested people in
London.212 As a self-confessed devotee to rugby, Ernest still could opine on how the British
and Continental countries had adopted the game of soccer. He was particularly impressed by
the excitement of the spectators generated during the games and the skill of the players.
Another point that he noted was that the game on the Continent was played by amateurs.213
He believed that approaches should be made to the Australian Governments for financial
assistance to enable the nation’s best competitors to attend the next edition of the Olympic
Games, to be held in either Stockholm or Berlin, in 1912.214
In September 1909, six months after returning from the trip, Ernest Marks was required to
join his fellow members on the general committee of the MRU to consider the positions of the
Wallabies players regarding the professional game of rugby league. Many of the players who
appeared before the committee, or were called to attend but remained absent, were part of the
squad that Ernest had accompanied overseas. All who appeared were questioned whether they
had been approached to play football for money and, if they had, who had made the approach
and what financial inducements had been offered.

After the completion of the inquiry process, the committee deliberated and handed down its
verdicts. Of the fifteen players who won the Olympic gold medal at London, John Barnett,
Bob Craig, John Hickey, Arthur McCabe, Christopher McKivat, Patrick McCue and Charles
Russell were deemed professional players and suspended from the amateur code.215 Daniel
‘Danny’ Carroll, Thomas ‘Tom’ Griffin, Sydney ‘Syd’ Middleton and Malcolm McArthur,
who had either rejected offers to play for cash or had not been approached, maintained their
amateur status. Middleton went on to captain the Wallabies in three Tests against the All
Blacks in 1910 and then competed at Stockholm 1912 as a rower. Carroll moved to Stanford
University in 1913 to play rugby, fought with honour in the United States Army in World
War I and then represented America in rugby at Antwerp 1920. At Antwerp, Carroll’s team
won the gold medal and he became the only person for the next three quarters of a century to
win Olympic gold medals whilst representing two distinctly different countries. He then
became one of the coaches of the successful American rugby team at the 1924 Olympic
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Games in Paris. Of the other Olympic gold medallists, McMurtrie, who as a country player
was outside the jurisdiction of the MRU, was deemed a professional by the NSWRU and
suspended. Philip Carmichael and Thomas Richards from Queensland were still deemed
amateurs by their home state. Richards became a rugby journeyman, playing in France, South
Africa and England and represented the British Lions in Test matches against South Africa. In
2001 the Tom Richards Cup was created for contests between the Wallabies and the British
Lions.

On 2 September 1909, the day after the rugby inquiry, Mr W. Jones, the Chairman of the
Council of the NSWAAA presented Ernest Marks and Richard Coombes with illuminated
addresses, signed by the representatives of New Zealand and the member states of the AAUA,
as tokens of the esteem with which the two men were held. In Ernest’s case, Jones’s speech
encapsulated the work that he had done for athletics in the twenty years since his student
days. Jones also noted that both Ernest’s and Coombes’s reputations were not only confined
to Australasia.

With regard to Mr. Marks, his sporting sympathies are well known and appreciated. He is, I
believe, a member of more amateur sporting associations than any other gentleman in this city
and is held in greatest respect and esteem among the sporting fraternity generally. His purse is
always open to promote genuine sport, and the time and labor [sic] he gives to its furtherance
merits the approbation of every athlete and sports follower. I know that the Amateur Athletic
Association was his first love; in fact, I believe I am correct in calling him one of the
founders, and that body appreciates very highly his splendid services both in the past and the
present. In consolidating and arranging the majority of rules in our newly revised set he did
yeoman service. And as our delegate to the A.A.U. he has worthily upheld the dignity of the
State, and receives well merited recognition of his worth by being, meeting after meeting, reelected Secretary. Mr. Marks recently visited England, and while there worthily upheld the
reputation of Australian amateur sport, and his visit had the effect of paving the way to the
final adoption of a world‘s ‘amateur definition.’ While it is not given to every man to be
honoured in his own country, it is pleasing to find what the different States have deemed it
advisable to recognise in this manner the many services and personal worth of Mr. Marks,
and that this pleasing memento about to be presented to him will remind him of their gratitude
for the zeal, energy and ability with which he has piloted the A.A.U. for so many years.216
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In presenting the mementoes, Mr Jones hoped that Ernest Marks and Richard Coombes would
continue their long-standing interest in the sport of athletics. That hope was indeed to be
realised for many years to come.
Throughout the period Ernest continued working in his father’s wool buying firm as well as
devoting time to an assortment of community activities away from the world of sport. He was
the long-time honorary auditor of the Jewish Girls’ Guild with which his sister Hilda was
involved. In 1901, the brothers Marks were at the meeting that formed the Jewish Literary and
Debating Society out of the old Hebrew Literary and Debating Society. Interestingly, only
males were initially admitted as members. Percy Marks proposed the objects of the new
society, which were accepted, including ‘for the intellectual advancement of its members in
Jewish and general subjects’.217 A year later, Ernest and Daniel Levy MLA were two of the
eight signatories on the Memorandum and Articles of Association for the formation of the
New South Wales Jewish Association. The election of the first council of the association saw
Ernest becoming a general council member and Levy president.218 The Marks family and
Levy had much in common through sport, the Jewish faith, debating, literary pursuits and all
were public-spirited. Levy was the president of the East Sydney Swimming club and with
Percy Marks had edited The Australasian Hebrew during its brief existence in the 1890s.219
In 1910, Ernest Marks was an office bearer of the New South Wales Amateur Billiard
Association220 and was one of the vice presidents of the newly formed Sydney District
Baseball Club.221

5.7

Conclusion

This chapter has examined the first decade of the twentieth century, a period that could be
viewed as Australia’s first golden age of sport. The Sydney-based Ernest Marks was involved
with the evolution of many sporting organisations and associations, particularly through his
role as chairman of directors of the New South Wales Sports Club. He attended the Olympic
Games in London in 1908 and throughout the decade actively pursued his campaign for
purely amateur sport which saw him as a driving force behind the creation of the Amateur
Sporting Federation of New South Wales and later opening up an international debate on
amateurism.
217

MH Kellerman, op. cit., p. 131.
SMH, 10 February 1903, p. 4.
219
Y Feher & M Dacy, op. cit.
220
SMH, 23 February 1910, p. 11; SMH, 10 March 1910, p. 10.
221
SMH, 14 April 1910, p. 12.
218

62

CHAPTER 6

International Sport and War
(1911-1919)
6.1
Introduction
6.2
A decade of contrasts
6.3
Olympic Games – Stockholm 1912
6.4
Post Stockholm
6.5
Olympic Games – Berlin 1916?
6.6
War effort
6.7
Stepping into public life
6.8
Reading and writing
6.9
Joseph Marks
6.10 Conclusion
___________________________________________________________________________

6.1

Introduction

This chapter covers a decade of great change and contrasts, commencing with the lead-up to
the 1912 Olympic Games in Stockholm and then Australasia’s preparations for the next
edition, scheduled for Berlin in 1916. The Berlin Olympic Games were cancelled because of
the Great War, during which Ernest Marks became a grand contributor to a plethora of
patriotic activities in support of the war effort. The chapter concludes with the
commencement of post-war sport, Ernest entering public life and the death of Joseph Marks.
Over this time, he continued to cement his place as one of Australia’s, and the world’s,
champions of amateurism.

6.2

A decade of contrasts

Representatives of the AAUA, Australasian Lawn Tennis Union, ASF and ASU met in
February 1911 to discuss the entering of an Australasian team to attend the Festival of Empire
sports meeting to be held in connection with the coronation of King George V in June of that
year. A provisional team was hastily selected at the meeting due to the urgent need to finalise
a squad and have it depart for England to arrive in time for the competitions. As with the
selection of the 1908 Olympic team, there was considerable discussion on supplementing the
team, if necessary, by calling upon Australasian sportsmen who were already living, studying
or working in England. Ernest Marks in his role of honorary secretary of the Australasian
63

Festival of Empire committee222 sporting movement cabled the convenor of the London-based
Festival of Empire sports committee, Lord Desborough, apprising him of the decisions of the
meeting.223 An Australasian team of seven, under the managerial aegis of Richard Coombes,
eventually competed at the Festival of Empire sports meeting, against squads from Canada
and the United Kingdom. Only nine events were contested, with Harold Hardwick, from
Sydney, winning the 100 yards freestyle and the heavyweight boxing. This sporting festival
gave a hint of how the future Empire Games would be conducted.224
At about the time of the Festival of Empire sports, the ASF met to discuss Australasia’s
representation at the Olympic Games to be staged in Stockholm a year hence. Ernest Marks
successfully moved that Australasia be represented at Stockholm. Ever the practical person,
Ernest pointed out at the meeting that Australia had been represented at all Modern Olympic
Games and the potential cost of sending each competitor to the next edition. He proposed that
the Federal Government be approached for financial assistance. Further decisions made at the
meeting were to form an Australasian Olympic Council and to canvass public opinion
regarding holding the Olympic Games in Sydney in 1916 or at a later date.225

Towards the end of 1911, Ernest Marks, James Taylor and AW Griffith of the NSWASA
were acknowledged in The Sydney Morning Herald as men who should be thanked by the
then current crop of competitive swimmers for their work in placing the sport of swimming
on a solid foundation. With Griffith resigning as vice president of the association, after 20
years of service, it was hoped that Taylor and Ernest would continue their good work for
many years. The article identified Ernest as first joining the association as a delegate for the
Kiama Club and then the Darlinghurst Harriers and East Sydney Swimming Clubs.226 In his
book Australian Rugby: The Game and the Players, Jack Pollard (1994) spoke of the value of
administrators in keeping the game of rugby union operational in New South Wales in the
1920s.227 In 1911, Taylor and Marks were obviously viewed in a similar light regarding the
future of swimming in their home state.
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6.3

Olympic Games – Stockholm 1912

The year of 1912 was particularly busy for Ernest Marks. His principal sporting focus was on
the Olympic Games in Stockholm in July and the associated meetings of international
delegates for swimming and athletics. Once again, Australia and New Zealand sent a
combined team with hopes for grand showings in swimming, especially in the newly added
events for women, tennis and rowing. One swimmer who was precluded from attending
Stockholm was Frank Beaurepaire, who swam so well, while still a schoolboy, at London
1908 and had toured the British Isles and Europe in 1910 with spectacular success. In 1911,
he had taken a job as a swimming instructor with the Victorian Department of Education,
resulting in him being declared a professional. Over the ensuing months, Beaurepaire’s status,
amateur or professional, was the subject of considerable debate within Australia and a
hypothetical case, similar to his, was forwarded to the International Amateur Swimming
Association (FINA [Fédération Internationale de Natation Amateur]) for comment. Ultimately
he was still deemed a professional.228 Hence, he was not selected for the Australasian team.

In April 1912, Richard Coombes, in his dual role of president of the AAUA and a member of
the IOC, wrote to Prime Minister Andrew Fisher. Coombes suggested that Ernest Marks, as
he was travelling to the Stockholm Olympic Games, be asked by the Federal Government ‘to
officially urge the claim of Australia for the holding a future Olympic Games’ in either
Melbourne or Sydney. Coombes noted that if the Olympic Games were awarded to either of
the two cities there would be no building costs because suitable venues, capable of holding
large crowds, already existed.229 In the letter, Coombes said that Ernest:
… [as] the Honorary Secretary of the Amateur Athletic Union of Australasia had been
appointed to represent Australia and New Zealand, at the Athletic Conference called in
connection with the 1912 Olympic Games at Stockholm this year, and is nominated as a
member of the Committee of Honour (two representatives from each Country) … occupies a
good position in the Commercial World of this City, and was selected by the Government in
the 1901 Commonwealth Celebrations to act on the Government Organizing Committee
Inaugural Celebrations of the Australian Commonwealth. In connection therewith he
occupied seat on three or four sub-committees. He carries to Sweden letters of introduction
from the State Premier, the Hon. J. McGowan …230
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Coombes’s letter also gave an excellent summary of the principal official roles held, or
recently relinquished, by Ernest Marks:

Chairman of Directors, NSW Sports Club
Honorary Secretary, AAUA
Chairman (of Council) and Vice President, NSWASA
Chairman (of Council) and Vice President, MRU
Committee member, NSWRU
Management Committee member, National Coursing Association of NSW
Chairman, NSW Amateur Wrestling and Boxing Association
Ex-Chairman, NSW Amateur Billiard Committee231

The upshot of the letter was that the Coombes suggestion was not entertained by the
government and hence there was one fewer task for Ernest Marks to undertake in the Swedish
capital.232

As in 1908, Ernest Marks had no official role with the Australasian Olympic team, although
he had a number of missions ahead of him as he set off in their company on the RMS
Osterley. Harry Gordon (1994), in Australia and the Olympic Games, records him as the
assistant manager of the team.233 He was not, but he marched with the team in the Opening
Ceremony.234 His marching with the team was most probably due to his being a member of
the Committee of Honour (International Jury) that was mentioned in Coombes’s letter to
Prime Minister Fisher. Ernest’s administrative skills had been acknowledged again when, in
reporting the departure of the team, The Referee opined:
It will require any amount of tact, judgement and experience to handle this team, but the
scheme of sectional commanders should make the task easier. The generalissimo, Mr. Vicary
Horniman, is a resourceful man, and ever a hard worker for those under his command. It will
be a bit of a handicap for him and his lieutenants to be breaking fresh ground, but
accompanying the party is Mr. E.S. Marks, who has extensively travelled England and the
Continent, and whose advice will be invaluable. 235
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For the Olympic Games, the organising
committee in Stockholm had selected the
members of the juries from representatives of
the competing nations, to adjudicate on the
running of the various sports and any disputes
that arose. This was the first time that the host
nation did not supply all of the members of
the juries. Ernest Marks and Quarton Deloitte
were the Australians appointed to the
International Juries for swimming and rowing
respectively.236 An incident at the swimming,
involving Australians Cecil Healy and
William ‘Billy’ Longworth and some
American competitors called for the
International Jury’s ruling. At the completion
of the second round of heats in the men’s 100
metres freestyle, Healy and Longworth
Figure 12: Ephemera from 1912 Olympic Games

qualified for the semi-finals along with three

Americans and two Germans. The Americans thought that all seven swimmers would contest
the final and hence believed that semi-finals were not required. However, semi-finals were
swum, without the Americans, with Healy and an ailing Longworth finishing first and third
respectively in one, and a German winning by walkover in the other. Upon realising their
error, the American officials pleaded the case for the non-appearances of their swimmers for
the semi-finals. Twenty years later Ernest gave his version of what happened next. Speaking
to a Sydney newspaper journalist, he said that the English and German members of the jury
wanted to adhere to the rules and were not in favour of a proposal allowing the Americans to
swim in a special race in an attempt to qualify for the final. The proposal was for a special
heat, that included the Americans, to be swum and if the winner swam faster than
Longworth’s time 1min. 6.2sec. then the first two placegetters in the race would be permitted
to race for the medals.237 Then, according to Ernest: ‘the late Cecil Healy and Billy
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Longworth told … [me] that they would not
participate in the final if the Americans were
not conceded that favour. That settled the
opposition’.238

Based on the approach by Healy and
Longworth, Marks was able to convince his
fellow jury members to permit the swimming
of the special race. The race was swum and, as
a result of Duke Paoa Kahanamoku swimming
faster than Longworth’s time, he and the
runner-up Kenneth Huszagh qualified for the
final. Kahanamoku went on to win the gold
medal race from Healy and Huszagh.
Longworth’s rapidly declining health precluded
him from contesting the medals. Healy’s
Figure 13: Cecil Healy's sportsmanship

sportsmanship had cost him becoming an

individual Olympic champion but his action received much acclaim throughout the host city.
He did claim a gold medal in Stockholm as part of the victorious Australasian team in the 4 x
200 metres freestyle relay.239
Healy’s sporting act at Stockholm has been reported many times over the years, so much so
that it has become legendary. However, Ernest Marks’s role in the matter has largely been
hidden. Healy certainly recognised Ernest’s, part but unfortunately did not name him when
the full story went to press. In ‘Cecil Healy: Sportsman and Soldier’ in The Lone Hand of 1
March 1916, Healy’s swimming career was summarised, including giving a version of what
happened when Kahanamoku et al. did not appear for the semi-finals at Stockholm:
The position was a difficult one for the officials, and the matter was referred to the
International Jury to decide. Healy strongly urged the Australian representative [Ernest
Marks] to insist on the Americans being given an opportunity to compete in the final,
insisting that it would be unsportsmanlike to bar their entry. Finally, mainly owing to the
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Australian’s [Ernest Marks’s] attitude, and in spite of opposition from the Germans, the
Americans were allowed to compete in a special semi-final …

Three years later, after Healy was killed on the Somme within months of the armistice of the
Great War, the 1916 Lone Hand article was reprinted in a tribute book to the great swimmer,
Cecil Healy: In Memoriam. Sixty years later, at the 1972 Olympic Games in Munich, two
first-round heat winners in the athletics 100 metres, Americans Eddie Hart and Rey Robinson,
missed running in the next round of their event due to a coach telling them the wrong starting
times of their races.240 Alas, there was no one of the ilk of Cecil Healy and Billy Longworth
in Munich to attempt to convince the International Jury to allow Hart and Robinson another
chance to progress to the final.

During the 1912 Olympic Games, the Swedish King Gustaf V, a keen lover of sport,
requested the striking of a special medal to commemorate the grand international festival of
sport. He presented medals ‘to the members of the Swedish and foreign Royal families; to the
members of the International and the Swedish Olympic Committee; to the official
representatives of the various nations; to the members of the special committees; to the
leading officials, and to the Swedish prize-winners at the Games’.241 As a member of the
International Jury for swimming, Ernest Marks was a grateful recipient of the King Gustaf V
Medal.

Figure 14: King Gustaf V Medal
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En route to Stockholm the Australian rowing crew, competing as the Sydney Rowing Club,
had won the prestigious Grand Challenge Cup at the Royal Henley Regatta, by defeating the
powerful combination from the Leander Rowing Club of London. Included in Ernest Marks’s
luggage when he returned to Sydney were the stoke and bow seats from the Australian shell,
and the flag that flew on the support launch, as mementos from the magnificent win at
Henley.242 A change in the crew and a less than advantageous station on the not-so-straight
rowing course in Stockholm saw the Australians somewhat surprisingly defeated by Leander,
representing Great Britain, in a quarter-final of the Olympic regatta. Great Britain then
progressed to win the gold medal.

6.4

Post Stockholm

Once the Olympic competition was completed in Stockholm, Ernest Marks and Arthur Hill,
the sectional manager for swimming in the Australasian team, were Australia’s delegates at
the FINA meeting where they succeeded in having the Australasian definition of an amateur
accepted, after minor modifications.243 When Ernest and Hill were appointed by the Amateur
Swimming Union of Australia to be the delegates to the meeting, The Sydney Morning Herald
said of the pair:
… in securing the services of two such able advocates, so thoroughly in touch with the sport,
the union must be considered as very fortunate, as the next meeting of the federation will deal
with a number of matters of great import to swimmers in the Commonwealth.244

Ernest was also a delegate at an athletics congress, hosted by the Swedish Athletic
Association, that had the purpose of forming an international governing body for athletics to
be responsible for codifying the rules and regulations of the sport, producing a universally
accepted definition of an amateur and creating a register of Olympic and world records. 245
Ernest advised the meeting that whilst Australasia favoured the creation of such a body it
could not join until the AAUA had ratified the constitution and the attendant rules and
regulations of the new federation. The delegates from Great Britain, Canada, the United States
and a number of other nations expressed similar sentiments. A committee was formed and
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delegated to produce a constitution to be submitted for confirmation at the next congress, in
1913.246

Upon returning to Australia from Stockholm, Ernest expressed his opinion that there was no
chance of Australia hosting the Olympic Games in 1920. He believed the distance that the
competing nations would need to travel to an Australian Olympic Games would be a major
drawback. During his travels, Ernest had been able to meet with Pierre de Coubertin and they
‘discussed matters of mutual interest’.247 A matter of concern to the IOC was that Australasia
still did not have a central Olympic Council.248 At a council meeting of the NSWASA held
soon after his return to Sydney, the forward-thinking Ernest, the senior vice president of the
association, who was described in The Sydney Morning Herald report as ‘the enthusiastic
chairman of the council’, foreshadowed his desire to encourage more diving and breaststroke
and backstroke swimming in Australia, based on what he had seen at the Olympic Games and
in England.249 Many years later, Ernest opined that the results achieved by Australian
swimmers at Stockholm, and at London 1908, had motivated the Americans to be more
serious about competitive swimming, resulting in outstanding achievements by their male and
female competitors after World War I.

6.5

Olympic Games – Berlin 1916?

On 14 March 1913, The Sydney Morning Herald ran a large article featuring Ernest Marks’s
ideas on the selecting of an Australian team to attend the next Olympic Games to be held in
Berlin in 1916. He thought a team ‘that would thoroughly represent Australian sport, and if
the money can be obtained, it should have a fair chance of success’.250

Ernest presented a comprehensive plan, with associated costings, of what Australia required
in order achieve success in the German capital. Ever the apostle of amateurism, Ernest
detailed the rewards: ‘laurel wreaths, medallions, and certificates’, that the winners would
receive at Berlin and hastened to add that ‘the tremendous eclat of victory … will be a far
higher reward than any possible pecuniary gain’. He estimated that ₤12,000 would be
necessary to enter a team of seventy. He lamented that, unlike other nations, Australia
received little or no support from its state and federal governments. Only the New South
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Wales Government, with its ₤500 towards the team appeal, had assisted Australasia’s
representation at Stockholm 1912. Many of the countries in North America and Europe
received sizeable government contributions to their team funds. Ernest anticipated that the
Americans, with Presidential support for their team, would send a large squad to Berlin. Great
Britain had created a representation fund that was to be managed by a committee of influential
citizens.251 If ₤12,000 was raised, Ernest believed that Australasians could compete in
fourteen sports in Berlin. This was an ambitious leap from previous Olympic Games where
only a handful of sports had been contested. Ernest’s plan included sports in which
Australasia had never been represented in the Olympic arena such as equestrian, golf,
gymnastics, soccer, cycling, wrestling and sailing.252 He suggested that the public should
provide much of the funding for the team through a representation fund, with government
assistance making up any shortfall.

Six months later, at the instigation of The Referee, a public meeting was convened in Sydney
where the assembled gathering of sporting administrators and prominent citizens appointed a
sub-committee to create a public fund for the raising of ₤10,000 to send an Australasian
Olympic team to Berlin. Ernest was elected to the sub-committee.253 Prior to this, Ernest
Marks had written to the sporting newspaper expressing his support for the fund:
I am convinced that Australasia can provide teams in many branches of sport that would have
a good chance of bringing home the laurel wreaths of victory and being proclaimed to the
world as champion of champions. To enable these men to win for Australia these coveted
honors I favor your idea of a great national movement to raise the money, and will accord it
my support … If Australia is to be represented as she should be, and as she is capable of
being, it is time for us to be up and doing. A large sum of money must be raised. The function
will be a great advertisement for Australia and New Zealand if they are adequately
represented, and as such it should receive the support, not only of the great body of
sportsmen, but also of public-spirited men in all walks of life, and of the various
Governments in the Dominion, the Commonwealth, and the different States.254
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The Referee acknowledged Ernest’s support by saying that he was ‘a decided acquisition to
the movement’.255 On 17 November 1913, the Olympic Games Australasian Representation
Fund with the object ‘To raise a Fund of ₤10,000 for the adequate representation of
Australasia at the Olympic Games to be held at Berlin in 1916’ was launched.256 The Sydney
Morning Herald said that the fund had ‘the support and sympathy of the Governor-General
and the Prime Minister’. Members of the New South Wales Branch committee, under the
presidency of the Lord Mayor of Sydney, included Ernest Marks. By mid-year an approach
was made to the Federal Government, through Senator Charles Oakes, for financial assistance
to achieve the desired sum. 257 The approach stressed that the majority of the money was
expected to be raised from the general public and through sports activities, but a government
contribution was needed to supplement those funds. A handwritten note from a Cabinet
officer to Senator Oates indicated that the Federal Government had decided to contribute
₤1,000 to the fund.258

6.6

War effort

The war clouds that had been building up over Europe for some years finally broke in July
1914. On 4 August 1914, England and Germany went to war and as a result, the then Prime
Minister of Australia, Mr Joseph Cook, announced that this nation was also at war.

During October 1914, it was announced that James Taylor, President of the NSWASA, had
provided five pounds towards the trophies for a Patriotic Handicap swimming race, with the
proceeds received from the entry fees to be directed to the Patriotic Fund. The first entry
received for the contest was from Ernest Marks, ‘the chairman of the council [of the
NSWASA] and the prime mover in the matter of the Patriotic Fund’. He noted on his entry
form that his last competitive swim was in 1895. Later in the month, at the first meeting of the
council of the NSWASA, when Ernest was re-elected the chairman, the upcoming tour of
Duke Kahanamoku was endorsed and Ernest, WW ‘Billy’ Hill and Cecil Healy were
appointed to a sub-committee to report on the advancement of the sport of swimming in New
South Wales. The Patriotic Handicap was held at the Domain Baths on 28 November, with
enough starters to necessitate the swimming of seventeen heats. Ernest Marks was probably
one of the 30 or so swimmers who had submitted entry forms but did not start, because his
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name could be found nowhere in the printed results.
The event resulted in a boost to the Patriotic Fund of
more than ten pounds.

Duke Kahanamoku, the Olympic champion from
Stockholm 1912 and pioneer of surf riding finally
arrived in Australia from Hawaii in late December
1914. Ernest Marks knew Kahanamoku through the
pair’s involvement with the swimming events in
Stockholm. It was Kahanamoku who had benefited
from the Healy act of chivalry. The Hawaiian’s visit
had been first discussed by the council of the
NSWASA towards the end of 1912. A visit planned
for 1913 had fallen through. The visit was a success,
with Kahanamoku competing in a number of
Figure 15: Greeting card to ES Marks
from Duke Kahanamoku

swimming meetings and surf carnivals. Ernest was
one of the party that accompanied Kahanamoku to a

Cronulla surf carnival in February 1915.259 A few days earlier, Ernest and the honorary
secretary of the NSWASA, WW Scott, had travelled with Kahanamoku, and his fellow
swimmers from Hawaii, to Newcastle where all were shown outstanding hospitality by the
locals, but unfortunately inclement weather affected the crowd size at the actual swimming
carnival.260 Towards the end of his stay in Australia, Kahanamoku presented Ernest with an
autographed photo of himself which is now displayed in many publications and on a number of
websites.261 At the March 1915 council meeting of the NSWASA, the councillors displayed
their support for the sport of swimming in regional New South Wales. They decided, after the
Northern Districts Amateur Swimming Association explained that it had suffered a small loss
due to the staging of the Kahanamoku carnival in Newcastle, to make up any shortfall and to
assure the association that the NSWASA was prepared to assist in any scheme for the
promotion of swimming in that district.262 That council meeting saw Ernest, who had been
associated with the Manly and South Maroubra Surf Clubs at their formation in 1907, become
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part of a committee formed to ‘confer with the Surf Bathing Association on a number of
matters of common interest’.263

A few weeks earlier, in February 1915, Ernest Marks was one of a committee from the
Metropolitan Rugby Union to visit an Eastern Suburbs Football Club meeting at the
Paddington Town Hall regarding a scheme to prepare players and club supporters, through
military drills and training, for contributing to the war effort. Other district football clubs
visited by MRU representatives included Glebe, North Sydney and Newtown. The scheme
had already elicited support from past and present rugby players registering for enrolment in
the armed forces.264 This was another of Ernest’s early involvement with the patriotic
activities of the war.

The inevitable announcement came in March 1915 that the 1916 Olympic Games scheduled
for Berlin were cancelled.265 Hence, Ernest Marks’s grand plan for an increased Australasian
presence at the Olympic Games was dashed. Before the Great War intervened, the indications
were positive that Australia’s sailing community was active in assembling the funds to send a
yacht to Berlin. It was not until London 1948 that Australia was able to send a team of
seventy to an Olympic Games and have a yacht in an Olympic regatta.266 Australian
equestrians and gymnasts had to wait a further eight years before they made their Olympic
debuts at Melbourne 1956.267

A month after the cancellation of the Olympic Games, Ernest Marks was re-appointed a
member of the Management Committee of the Metropolitan Rugby Union. Included with that
announcement by the MRU was the likelihood ‘that some matches will be played by the city
teams at the military camp at Liverpool. Besides giving the men in camp some recreation, the
visit of the teams is considered likely to stimulate recruiting’.268

Delegates from the peak coursing bodies of New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland and
Tasmania gathered in Sydney in June 1915 and proposed the formation of an Australian
Coursing Council. Ernest Marks and Richard Coombes were two of the delegates from New
South Wales. Ernest exhibited his practical approach to the forming of a new national body by
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first supporting its creation and then suggesting that it be based on the model of the AAUA,
which he believed had been a boon tor athletics throughout Australasia.269 He attended two
further interstate and dominion conferences, in Melbourne in 1916 and 1917270, before the
Australasian Coursing Union, based on the model of the AAUA, was created a few months
later, with Richard Coombes as its first president.271

In 1916, the HMS Otranto, an armed merchant cruiser, spent some time in Sydney, being
refitted.272 Upon setting to sea, Captain Edwards wrote to Ernest Marks thanking him for
helping to make the stay in port of the officers and matelots of the Otranto an enjoyable time.
Ernest had been able to provide sporting equipment, books and playing cards for the ship’s
company as well as arranging visits to surf clubs.273

The Imperial Wool Purchasing Scheme was instituted in December 1916, whereby the British
Government, as part of the war effort, took control of the wool trade throughout the Empire.
In Australia, the scheme was to be controlled by a central committee chaired by a Federal
Government nominee, John (later Sir John) Higgins, comprising members from the various
sectors of the wool industry, and supported by similarly structured state committees.274 The
advent of the Imperial Wool Purchasing Scheme saw the octogenarian Joseph Marks finally
retire from having an active role in Joseph Marks & Company. Over his forty years’
involvement with the wool trading business, he had seen the industry grow from relatively
humble beginnings to a position of great strength.275 In 1942, Ernest Marks wrote that he
(Ernest) was ‘entitled for employment by the Wool Assessment Board when the British
Government in 1916 took over the wool trade’ but had decided to ‘devote his whole time to
war and patriotic work’ for the duration of the Great War.276 Hence, he threw himself even
more into manifold patriotic organisations and charities, namely:
 Allies’ Day – A fund for the relief of the sufferers of war in Europe277

269

Reported of Proceedings of Interstate Conference contained in ESMSC; Advertiser, 18 June 1915, p. 15.
Argus, 20 July 1917, p. 4.
271
Courier, 31 August 1918, p. 13; Courier, 14 August 1926, p. 15.
272
Wikipedia, HMS Otranto, viewed 25 May 2011, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Otranto>.
Wikipedia was the only available source on the refitting of the HMS Otranto in Sydney in 1916. Because of
wartime censorship, there were no reports in the press about the ship’s presence in Sydney.
273
Captain Edwards RN to ES Marks of 4 March 1916, contained in Box Q76 in ESMSC.
274
West Australian, 22 December 1916, p. 8.
275
Sydney Stock and Station Journal , 13 June 1919, p. 20; Sydney Mail, 18 June 1919, p. 34.
276
Life of E.S. Marks C.B.E. as at 1 Sept. 1942, contained in Box Q76 in ESMSC.
277
Referee, 13 October 1915, p. 16.
270

76

 A committee member of Jack’s Day – A fund to help the men of the navy and merchant
marine278
 An executive committee member and one of the honorary secretaries of France’s Day – A
fund to aid the French victims, widows and orphan, of the war279
 A joint honorary secretary of the United Sporting, Athletic and Amusement Association
which, together with the State Recruiting Committee, was part of the recruiting campaign
in New South Wales280
 A joint honorary secretary of the New South Wales Amateur Sportsmen’s Fund during
1915-16 which contributed to a range of patriotic funds through the Australia Day
Committee281
 Assisting with the running of the military sports carnivals282
 A joint honorary secretary of The Sportsmen’s Recruiting Committee (Sportsmen’s
Unit)283
 Italian Red Cross Day284
 War Chest Day (from 24 August 1917) – primarily to raise funds to be spent mainly in
Australia to purchase comforts gifts for service personnel serving abroad. War Chest Days
were held in Sydney in 1916, 1917 and 1918
 Australian Red Cross Day
 Soldiers’ Dependents’ Day285
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 Corresponding with many sporting friends and acquaintances at war, including Cecil
Healy286 and Dr Paddy Moran.287 Moran’s postcard from England to Ernest in late 1915
stated quite bluntly the need for reinforcements in Europe: ‘Send all the men over – stop
games till the greatest bout of all times has been settled. We want men so badly of the type
that stops at nothing till they are over the line, and if they can use the boot so much the
better’.288
 City of Sydney War Service Committee.289
During the war, approximately ₤14 million was raised for patriotic works from the people of
Australia. From the list above it can be seen that Ernest Marks played integral roles with
many of the fundraising activities in Sydney. The folk of New South Wales contributed in
excess of ₤5 million to the total fund,
with much of the fundraising being
done through special ‘days’, with the
War Chest organisation raising its
money through ‘button days’.290
The Sportsmen’s Unit, or The
Sportsmen’s Recruiting Committee,
was formed in New South Wales in
1917, under the chairmanship of Henry
Braddon MLC and with Ernest Marks
and Valentine Spence as the joint
honorary secretaries. The honorary
organiser was Snowy Baker, who
during the war was an active, energetic
and generous contributor to patriotic
fundraising. Ernest’s long-time
Figure 16: Flyer for one of the special fundraiser 'days'

colleague in sporting administration,
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Lawrance Phillips, was a member of the Comforts Committee of the unit. On 26 July 1917,
the unit first published the newspaper The Sport as its official organ with the policy ‘to uphold
all that is manly, all that is British and Australian, and all that is worth while [sic] in the
interests of sport’. It planned to include ‘soldiers’ sporting news … and all matters pertaining
to recruiting’.291 Murray Phillips (1991) in his unpublished University of Queensland Doctor
of Philosophy thesis Australian Sport and World War One detailed how the newspaper was
devised to assist the Sportsmen’s Unit with its recruiting drives.292 Whilst Ernest’s name
cannot be found anywhere in The Sport as a contributor to the content, the weekly pieces on
sport history give strong clues to his involvement with their writing, in particular the very
detailed histories of the Sports Club, and early rugby, coursing and athletics in New South
Wales. The Sport was published thirteen times until 20 October 1917, and then for a further
four editions, until 16 November 1917, under the name The Critic. In February 1918,
Valentine Spence and Ernest Marks were given the task of closing the affairs of the
Sportsmen’s Unit once the Fifth Unit had embarked for England in early 1918.293
The Sportsmen’s Unit did not hold back in its recruiting drive. At one of its rallies, on 5
December 1917, Valentine Spence made the following appeal ‘We cannot wait to fight the
Germans in Australia. If Britain and her Allies are beaten nothing can or will save Australia
from invasion. The motherland will not be able to protect us, and so will pass this great
democracy of ours from freedom to slavery.’294 At other rallies, hosted by Spence, one of
Ernest’s Wallabies co-tourists from 1908 and the author of the limerick in his (Ernest’s)
honour, Warrant Officer Charles McMurtie spoke.295 As the war was nearing its end, Ernest,
on behalf of the Sportsmen’s Recruiting Committee, presented colours to the 17th General
Service Reinforcement at the Liverpool camp prior to their departure to the front.296

In August 1918, in response to a letter from Donald Mackinnon, the Director General of
Recruiting for the Department of Defence, Ernest accepted an invitation to join the State
Recruiting Committee of New South Wales and advised the sender that he was ‘happy to

291

The Sport, 26 July 1917, p. 1.
MG Phillips, Australian Sport and World War One, Unpublished Doctor of Philosophy thesis, University of
Queensland, 1991, pp. 142-147.
293
Minutes of Meeting of Organising Committee of Sportsmen’s Recruiting Committee, 8 February 1918.
contained in ESMSC.
294
SMH, 6 December 1917, p. 8.
295
SMH, 23 August 1917, p. 6; SMH, 29 August 1917, p. 6.
296
SMH, 5 September 1918, p. 8.
292

79

work on the committee to secure adequate reinforcements for the AIF [Australian Imperial
Force] for us abroad’.297
Of Ernest Marks’s considerable efforts during the Great
War, The Australian Jewish Chronicle of 26 June 1930 said
that, ‘His devotion to his country found expression during
the War in his multifarious patriotic activities, to which his
time was almost exclusively given’.298

Ernest was not the only Marks sibling to devote
considerable time, effort and funds to the war effort. The 11
August 1917 edition of The Sport contained a report on a
scheme to send Australian newspapers to wounded soldiers
in military hospitals abroad.299 The devisor and honorary
organiser of the scheme was Percy Marks. In essence, from
April 1916, Percy set up contacts with over 200 military
Figure 17: 1918 MCS Election
ribbon

hospitals around the world, primarily in the United
Kingdom, that were caring for wounded Australian

soldiers. At the peak of the scheme, over 2,000 newspapers per week were sent by folk in
Australia, who paid the postage costs, to the hospitals for reading by the soldiers.300 Hilda
Marks was described by The Sun in 1930 as ‘one of Sydney’s most active Red Cross workers
during the war years’.301 She also gave time to the War Chest spinners.302

6.7

Stepping into public life

On 6 May 1914, The Sydney Morning Herald reported that:
At the recent annual general meeting of the Darlinghurst electorate branch of the Liberal
Association of New South Wales, a resolution was adopted … ‘That it is desirable that a club
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be formed in the electorate, and the committee take steps to bring same into existence.’
Definite action is now being taken to form the club.303

Ernest Marks was one of the joint honorary secretaries who issued the prospectus to acquire
premises that would provide amenities such as reading, meeting and billiard rooms and a
lending library. The Darlinghurst Liberal Club (DLC) was born.
In July 1916, Ernest Marks, as chairman of the DLC, in appealing for support from likeminded Liberals in the surrounding suburbs, observed that the club was one of only three of its
type in New South Wales. He lamented that Liberal supporters only rallied around candidates
at election time whereas the Labor faithful were linked constantly through their unions.304 A
year later, with Ernest still the chairman, an honour roll was unveiled at the club after which a
number of rallying patriotic speeches were made by politicians to assist with the wartime
recruiting.305 During 1917, the Liberal Party in New South Wales became the Nationalist
Party, with the National Association providing the organisational support.306 Very soon
thereafter, Ernest Marks was elected to the council of the National Association.307 The
following year, the new rooms of the Darlinghurst Liberal Club opened.308 In 1919, the club
resolved to support the Member for Darlinghurst, Daniel Levy, in his quest to become the
speaker in the New South Wales Legislative Assembly.309 That support proved to be fruitful
when, in August of that year, Levy began the first of his four stints in the speaker’s chair.
Since Levy had been in the New South Wales Parliament, Ernest had been the joint honorary
secretary of his election committees for fourteen years.310

Ernest Marks stood unsuccessfully as a Civic Reform Association candidate in the Bligh
Ward at the Municipal Council of Sydney (MCS) election in December 1918.311 The publicity
flyer for him and his equally unsuccessful running mate, William James Cox, detailed their
credentials for the roles. Ernest’s profile listed his activities during the war, in particular his
patriotic work, his previous political involvement and his extensive sport-related curriculum
vitae. His claims for election to the municipal council were:
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Has lived in the Darlinghurst Electorate for the past thirty-nine years, and taken part in all
movements for the advancement of the District politically, socially and otherwise … [is a]
Keen student of municipal affairs, and has made a special study of playgrounds for children
and open spaces for recreation. With the knowledge and experience gained first-hand by
travel, by his reading, and his well-known organising powers, will be able to thoroughly test
and help to enforce all schemes for the benefit of the City or the improvement of the
municipal government.312

The platform on which Ernest Marks and Cox ran was:
1. Greater Sydney
2. Efficiency, competency of control and administration, economy consistent with
efficiency
3. A clean and healthy city
4. The retention of open spaces and parks
5. Adherence to the present system of rating
6. The beatification of the city
7. Organisation of milk supply
8. Organisation of housing accommodation
9. Extension of playgrounds for children, especially in congested areas
10. Effective supervision of food supplies and cheapening of food for citizens
11. Non-payment of aldermen
12. Superannuation scheme for all City Council employees. 313

6.8

Reading and writing

The Referee of 9 September 1914 featured an article under the title ‘Bibliography of Sport’
that detailed Ernest Marks’s sporting library. It commenced:
Mr. E. S. Marks, so prominent in different branches of sport in Sydney, and so long identified
with the success of the New South Wales Amateur Sports Club, of which he is chairman of
directors, is one of the most successful collectors of sports literature in Australia – probably in
the world. In this country there may be specialists whose collections in connection with one
particular sport surpass his; but we have not heard of any man whose library of general sport
compares with that of Mr. Marks. I believe the cricket collection of “Not Out” surpasses
anything in Mr Marks’ library, and, possibly “The Cynic’s” football collection, embracing
compilations as well as published volumes, may be, at least, as serviceable as a working
312
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library as that of Mr. Marks. But these are the work of a collector who has specialised and
combined business and a hobby over very many years.314

The piece continued, broadly describing the
collection of horseracing, trotting and coursing
registers, calendars and stud books, together with a
set of the Badminton Sporting Library, writings on
the Olympic Games, self-defence, handbooks,
scrapbooks and ephemera such as programs for
athletics and swimming competitions. Ernest
Marks’s bookplate was also described in detail
together with its origin.315

A little over two years hence, in January 1917, J.C.
Davis, writing as ‘Not Out’ in The Referee, advised
Figure 18: Bookplate of Ernest S Marks

his readers that the late J.J. Davis’s316 library of
sporting books had been purchased by the Mitchell

Library. ‘Not Out’ believed that his own cricket library was pre-eminent in Australia but his
friend Ernest Marks’s library of general sport books was remarkable.317 Ernest was not only a
collector of sporting literature but he was also a contributor to the overall stock. In 1920, The
Referee noted that Ernest, in his role as the honorary secretary of the Amateur Athletic Union
of Australasia, had compiled and issued a handbook of athletics facts, definitions, rules,
uniforms, laws and the like.318 In 1922, Ernest was a joint compiler of an updated Handbook
of the NSWASA.319

6.9

Joseph Marks

When Joseph Marks died on 31 May 1919, at 85 years of age, Ernest Marks assumed the role
of the principal of the wool buying firm Joseph Marks & Company. Joseph’s obituaries in the
press revealed a genial man who had served the Australian wool and produce industry
mightily for over forty years. At the time of the Imperial Wool Purchasing Scheme taking
control of the wool trade in Australia, Joseph was believed to be the oldest active wool buyer
314
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in the nation. His obituaries listed many of his public-spirited and nationalistic activities, that
had served as such grand examples to his children, Percy, Ernest and Hilda, including:
His knowledge of wool and produce was availed of by the Government [of NSW] who
appointed him a Commissioner to the Melbourne International Exhibition [1888] and the
Chicago Exhibition which he visited in 1898 [sic, 1893] in connection with the Wool and
Produce Exhibits. About that time the State was in the throes of a financial debacle causing
local credits to be largely discounted by foreign financiers. The late Mr. Marks availed
himself of every opportunity to restore his country’s credit in America by writing numerous
articles and interviewing journalists on the American press.320

Another visitor to the 1893 Chicago Exhibition was Pierre de Coubertin, who was visiting the
United States promoting his idea of reviving the Olympic Games.321

Between 1874 and 1896 Joseph Marks was one of the directors of the Vegetable Creek Tin
Mining Company Limited, which commenced after the discovery of high quality deposits of
tin. For many years the company, which was based at West Maitland, had a successful export
program but this started declining thus resulting in a decision at a general meeting on 20 July
1896 to voluntarily wind up its operation.322
The value of Joseph Marks’s estate, for probate purposes, was ₤13,210.323

The Prince Alfred Hospital Gazette of 26 July 1919, in acknowledging that Joseph had given
₤50 to the hospital through his will, observed that he ‘had an interesting and stirring life.’ The
publication followed with:
Mr. E.S. Marks is prominently identified with the work of the hospital, having – during the
campaign for the raising of the Jubilee Fund – been an active member of the Executive
Committee, and Chairman of the Publicity Committee, by way of recognition for which
valuable services he was elected an Hon. Life Governor by the Board of Directors. Persons
who shall have conferred, or shall confer, any signal benefit on the hospital, irrespective of
donations, may be appointed Honorary Life Governors by the Board of Directors.324
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In the 1920s, the Joseph Marks Memorial Prize at the Hawkesbury Agricultural College was
initiated by a gift of ₤100 from Ernest Marks in memory of his late father. The prize was for
the third-year student displaying the ‘greatest proficiency in sheep and wool’.325

6.10

Conclusion

This chapter addressed a decade of great change in the world. It commenced with the 1912
Stockholm Olympic Games and the subsequent conferences that le to greater international cooperation in sport. Ernest Marks played significant parts in both, as well as Australia’s
preparations for the 1916 Olympic Games, scheduled for Berlin, which were cancelled due to
the Great War. Ernest then threw his considerable energies into a hectic range of activities in
support of the war effort. Somehow, during the war years he found the time to attend coursing
conferences in Sydney and Melbourne during the war years that led to the formation of the
Australasian Coursing Union. At the war’s end, he contributed to the commencement of the
post-war revival of sport as well as commencing to step into public life. The decade closed
with his beloved 85-year-old father, Joseph, passing away and Ernest becoming the principal
of Joseph Marks & Company.
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7.1

Introduction

After the end of World War I, Ernest Marks became involved at the dawn of the revival of
sport and also, within eighteen months, had entered local government by becoming an
alderman in the Municipal Council of Sydney. He was to become a highly respected member
of the municipal council, culminating in his becoming the Lord Mayor of Sydney during the
latter half of 1930. In the late 1920s, he became a member of the New South Wales
Legislative Assembly. During this decade, he developed an even closer involvement with the
Olympic Movement in Australia.

7.2

Post-war sport

At the Board of Control meeting of the Amateur Athletic Union of Australia and New
Zealand (AAUANZ), formerly the Amateur Athletic Union of Australasia, (AAUA), held in
conjunction with the Australasian athletics championships in Sydney in February 1920, Ernest
Marks, the only-ever honorary secretary of the union:
… was accorded a vote of thanks for his services, extending over a period of twenty-three
years, during which time he had attended every Australasian conference and championship
meeting held, and at his own expense. In conveying the unanimous expression of the views of
the delegates to Mr Marks, the chairman [Richard Coombes] eulogised his untiring work on
behalf of amateur sport, and dwelt on his sound judgement and unvarying tact and courtesy.326
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Australia sent a small team to the 1920 Olympic Games in Antwerp, Belgium under manager
Horace ‘Horrie’ Bennett from Victoria. The fundraising for the team to attend Antwerp was
aided by the ₤1,000 promised in 1914 by Prime Minister Joseph Cook, on behalf of the
Federal Government, for Australians to attend the 1916 Olympic Games scheduled for
Berlin.327 At the send-off for the New South Wales and Queensland competitors, held at the
Sports Club, Ernest Marks, who had been involved with fundraising for the team, handed to
one of the swimmers, Henry ‘Harry’ Hay, the Australian flag that had been carried at the
opening ceremonies at London 1908 and Stockholm 1912. Ernest’s desire was for the flag to
be borne at the head of the team in the opening ceremony at Antwerp.328 In August 1920, after
the Olympic Games had begun, Ernest, as honorary secretary of the AAUANZ, received a
letter (of 1 July 1920) from the International Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAF) advising
that he had been appointed as one of the judges of the track events at Antwerp and that
Richard Coombes was to be the sole judge of walking events. Both men were still in Sydney,
but the offer was seen as a compliment to the sport of athletics in Australia and New
Zealand.329 The thirteen competitors who wore the green and gold in Belgium returned with
two silver and one bronze medals.330 In some circles this ‘return’ in terms of medals garnered
was seen as a failure on behalf of the members of the team.331 Ernest immediately sprang to
their defence when he said:
I never thought our men had much of a show, owing to the short time elapsing between their
arrival in Europe and the commencement of the competitions. With young, unseasoned
athletes it is absurd to look for reproduction of their best form unless they are given
reasonable time to acclimatise. The disappointment to me is the defeat of the Australian
swimmers in the teams race [4 x 200m freestyle relay]. We thought our lads would win that,
though we had not counted on a world’s record being set up by others. I was present at
Stockholm in 1912, when Healy, Hardwick, Champion, and Boardman won easily in 10m
11¾s, and as our lads [of 1920] were on individual times averaging 10m 10s before sailing
we naturally thought they would retain the title. Australia’s lack of seasoned swimmers has
been our great difficulty in competing against the Americans, whose contingent included such
fine experienced swimmers as Ross, Kahanamoku, Kealoha, and Harris.332
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In January 1923, Ernest Marks was appointed the Chairman, Recreation and Travel Panel of
the New South Wales Commission of the British Empire Exhibition that was to be held in
Wembley Stadium, London during 1924.333 A month later, he was again paid a compliment
by the IAAF when he was asked if he would like to be considered for the committee to
control the track and field events at the 1924 Olympic Games, to be held in Paris.334 As in
1920, he opted not to make the trip. A decision he might have rued in later years. The next
month he was a member of the committee to revive the citizens’ representation fund for New
South Wales to raise the requisite funds ‘for the proper representation of Australia at the
Olympic Games in Paris in 1924’.335
Oswald ‘Ossie’ Merrett led a team of 36 to Paris 1924 which achieved the greatest success of
all Australian Olympic teams to that date. Three gold, one silver and two bronze medals were
won.336 Merrett died less than a year later, at just 41 years of age, and in The Referee’s
summary of his career in sport Ernest Marks was one of those mentioned who had assisted
him with his work with the Olympic Movement in Australia.

In December 1924, delegates from New South Wales, Tasmania, Victoria and Queensland
held a meeting at the Sports Club, ‘with Alderman E.S. Marks, that noble-souled amateur
sporting enthusiast, in the chair’, that resulted in the formation of the Amateur Boxing and
Wrestling Union of Australia. The delegates decided that Ernest Marks, who had been
involved with amateur boxing in his home state and throughout Australasia for a quarter of a
century, would be the union’s first president. The Sports Club had been the promoter of
amateur boxing and wrestling in New South Wales since the early years of the century and
Australasian championships had been conducted biennially in different major cities under an
agreement between the participating Australian states and New Zealand. 337 The honorary
treasurer and honorary secretary of the new union, which was to meet biennially, were Vicary
Horniman and Frank Underwood respectively.338 In September 1922, Ernest had managed the
New South Wales boxing team to the Australasian championships in Hobart, where he
advised the organisers of the tournament that it had been one of the best conducted he had
333
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seen in all his years of attending Australasian meetings.339 Two years earlier, he had managed
his state’s boxers to Queensland where he spoke passionately about the merits of amateur
boxing when compared with the professional equivalent. He warned that the success rate of
amateur boxers turning professional was low and hastened to add that the ‘failed’
professionals should not be re-instated as amateurs.340
In late 1926, Ernest Marks travelled to Japan as a delegate to the Oriental Red Cross
conference held in Tokyo. He returned in January 1927 with observations of the
developments in that country in three areas of activity that to him were of great interest and
importance. Two of those areas related to his community work with charities and the
Municipal Council of Sydney and the third was sport. Ernest noted that amateurism was
strong in all sports in Japan.341 He presented to the council of the NSWRU a report about the
rapid acceptance of rugby in Japan and expressed a hope that a touring side from that nation
would soon visit Australia. The Japanese Rugby Union had been established in the twelve
months preceding his visit.342 Besides opining on Japanese rugby, swimming and tennis,
Ernest believed that there was a strong case for the establishment of an annual sporting
festival for countries from around the Pacific Rim, that is, a Pan Pacific Games.343 He noted
that those countries, particularly from Asia and Australasia, incurred considerable expenses to
send teams to the four-yearly Olympic Games which until then, except for St Louis 1904, had
been exclusively held in Europe. Besides affording amateur athletes from the competing
nations opportunities of a ‘splendid annual trip’, the Pan Pacific Games would also assist the
various national selectors to identify competitors who had the potential to succeed at the
Olympic Games. Ernest was of the opinion that ‘second-raters’ should not be sent to the
Olympic Games and at the time he believed that AW ‘Nick’ Winter, Andrew ‘Boy’ Charlton
and HR ‘Bobby’ Pearce were the only Australians who had a chance of excelling at
Amsterdam 1928 in less than eighteen months’ time.344 Unfortunately, the first Pan Pacific
competition of any substance did not eventuate until almost 60 years later. In 1984, the peak
swimming bodies from Australia, Japan, Canada and the United States formed the Pan Pacific
Swimming Association and the following year the first of the biennial Pan Pacific Swimming
Championships (Pan Pacs) were held in Tokyo, Japan.
339

SMH, 28 September 1922, p. 8.
Brisbane Courier, 26 November 1920, p. 8.
341
SMH, 9 March 1927, p. 19.
342
J Pollard, Australian Rugby, op. cit., p. 249. The first official visit by a Japanese rugby team to Australia was
in 1973.
343
S Brawley, ‘“They Came, They Saw, They Conquered”: The Takaishi/Saito Tour of 1926/27 and Australian
Perceptions of Japan’, Sporting Traditions, vol. 26, no. 2, November 2009, pp. 53, 54, 60.
344
Sydney Sportsman, 11 January 1927, p. 1; Referee, 12 January 1927, p. 14; Arrow, 7 January 1927, p. 7.
340

90

At the 30th annual meeting of the New South Wales National Coursing Association, in
February 1927, Ernest Marks was elected to life membership ‘in recognition of the service he
had rendered the sport during the past 30 years’.345 He had first become a member of the
committee in 1900 and over the years had been a steward at coursing meetings as well as a
successful racer of greyhounds, often in collaboration with Lawrance D Phillips and Alfred H
Phillips.346 The three had raced their dogs under the name Messrs. Hadles, with ‘Hadles’
being an acronym of the initials of their first names. During the meeting, Ernest displayed his
encyclopaedic knowledge of the pastime when he delivered a talk on its origins and its history
in New South Wales.347

The 1928 Olympic Games were held in Amsterdam, Holland and when James Taylor,
chairman of the Australian Olympic Federation (AOF), departed on a overseas trip in March
of that year, that included attending the Olympic celebrations, Ernest Marks acted in his
absence. He was immediately thrust into the spotlight when he was required to appeal to the
sport-loving folk of the nation for the ₤1,000 that was necessary to reach the public target of
₤5,000 towards Australia being adequately represented in the Dutch capital. Once the ₤5,000
was raised, a Commonwealth subsidy of ₤2,000 could be claimed to complement the team
fund. In the event, the money was raised, the subsidy collected, and a team of nineteen (15
men, 4 women) together with a manager, LE ‘Les’ Duff, and a chaperone set sail for
Europe.348 At the civic farewell for the New South Wales members of the team, held at the
Sydney Town Hall, Ernest regaled the audience with a brief history of the Olympic Games
and Australia’s involvement in that universal festival of amateur sport. He noted that the
competitors were following in the footsteps of the New South Wales Waratahs’ rugby tour of
1927, of which Tom Griffin had been a selector, ‘whose conduct both on and off the field had
been a credit to New South Wales’.349 Griffin was one of 1908 Wallabies Olympic gold
medallists who had remained loyal to the amateur game. Another send-off was afforded the
New South Wales and Queensland members of the team by the New South Wales Olympic
Council (NSWOC) where Ernest observed:
The Australian Olympic representatives will prepare for the Games at Amsterdam under more
favourable conditions than any previous teams from the Commonwealth … the Australian
345
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Olympic Federation had done everything possible to secure the best possible representation.
They [the AOF] had surmounted great difficulties, not the least of which were financial. An
offer to train with the British had been accepted. 350

Prior to that send-off, the team members had been received at Government House where the
Governor, Sir Dudley de Chair, presented Nick Winter with an Australian flag.351 En route to
the NSWOC function, the group detoured via the Cenotaph where a wreath was laid in
memory of the athletes who had died in war.352 Four members of the Australasian squad
selected for the 1912 Olympic Games, including Cecil Healy, had fallen during the Great
War.353 The Duff-led Australian team returned from Amsterdam with one gold, two silver and
one bronze medals.354

The notion of a multi-sports Empire Games had first been suggested in the early 1890s and
had gained momentum with the staging of the Festival of Empire sports carnival in 1911.
Richard Coombes, who managed the Australasian team in 1911, had become a grand
advocate of a regular Empire Games. In the 1920s the Canadians embraced the idea and at
Amsterdam 1928 the manager of the Canadian athletics team, MM ‘Bobby’ Robinson,
proposed that the first Empire Games be held in Hamilton, Ontario in 1930. Ernest Marks, in
his role as the acting chairman of the AOF, expressed his support for the concept as long as
the Empire Games did not clash with the Olympic Games. At the same time, he advocated
preparing Australian athletes for Olympic competition by providing them with cinder tracks
and coaches and instructors with international experience. In England, The Sporting Life, in
an editorial headed ‘Sport an Empire Asset’, gave its ‘hearty support’ to Ernest’s views on
‘the value of Empire games’.355 The Sydney Morning Herald of 10 August 1928 promptly
reported on the Sporting Life editorial:
“Sporting Life” in heartily approving the view of the [Acting] chairman of the Australian
Olympic Federation, Mr. E.S. Marks, as to the value of Empire games, nevertheless fears that
it is impossible yet to form in the mother country and in each of the dominions an Imperial
Sports Board through which all arrangements for overseas visits could be made. Empire sport
should be promoted and encouraged, it is stated, but the opinion is expressed that a start might
350
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be made through the amateur athletic associations in the United Kingdom, and a peripatetic
Empire gathering held every four years. Thus latent talent might be unearthed and developed
for future Olympic contests. Empire gathering[s] might be held successively in England,
Australia, South Africa, New Zealand, Canada and India. 356

New Zealand withdrew from the Amateur Athletic Union of Australia and New Zealand,
effective from 30 September 1928. The New Zealand Amateur Athletic Association
(NZAAA) now became affiliated directly to the IAAF and not to the AAUANZ. In the 38th
Annual Report and Balance Sheet of the NZAAA in 1929, mention was made of the overseas
representatives on the association. There were representatives from England, Canada, South
Africa, the United States of America and a new Australian member of the group, Ernest
Marks. Ernest was to hold that position until his death. Within the annual report there was an
expression of thanks to the overseas group, before continuing, ‘Better representatives could
not be found, and you can rest assured that the Association’s interests can be safely left in
their hands’.357

The AOF held its 1929 conference in Sydney in April 1929. Two items on the agenda were of
great interest to Ernest Marks. As the method of selection of previous Olympic teams had
been quite unwieldy, it was proposed to limit the size of the selection panel to a more
manageable size of about five. Eventually, Ernest became the athletics selector on that panel.
He and James ‘Jim’ Eve, Secretary of the AOF, also put forward their scheme to ensure
Australia’s best possible representation at the Olympic Games of 1932 to be held in Los
Angeles. That scheme was to embrace the complete gamut of selecting a team; finance,
preparation of the athletes and adopting Olympic standards and conditions.358

Within two years, in February 1930, Ernest Marks presided at an AOF meeting of delegates,
from the athletics, boxing and wrestling, rowing and swimming bodies, that decided on the
sending of a small team of male competitors, and a manager, to represent Australia at the first
British Empire Games, in Hamilton, Canada, in June of that year. As a note of caution
regarding the funding of the tourists, Ernest opined ‘that in view of the Olympic Games of
1932 it was inadvisable to launch a public appeal for funds for the team to Canada’. He
suggested a team size of seven competitors, under the control of a manager. After discussion,
it was agreed that a team of six men and a manager would be sent, second-class by ship, using
356
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₤1,000 provided by Canada.359 Ultimately, a team of nine men, a manager, Hugh Weir, and a
coach-trainer were sent to Hamilton by an AOF-appointed Empire Games committee, that
was chaired by Ernest Marks.360 The team returned with three gold, four silver and one bronze
medals.361 Over the coming years, the Empire Games were to assume a much greater
importance in the life of Ernest Marks.

Jack Pollard (1994) spoke of the 1920s being a barren period for rugby union in New South
Wales. He credited a number of men for continuing to breathe life into the ailing game during
this time, including Ernest Marks, Billy Hill, James McMahon and Tom Griffin.362 Ernest had
known Hill through swimming and rugby since the early years of the century. McMahon was
the manager of the 1908 Wallabies, of which Griffin was a member, and from 1930 a fellow
alderman of Ernest on the Municipal Council of Sydney.

7.3

Local politics

Eighteen months after his first attempt to enter local politics in 1918, Ernest Marks, again
representing the Civic Reform Association, defeated comfortably four other nominees in a byelection in the Lang Ward of the Municipal Council of Sydney. The by-election had been
necessitated by the premature death of the incumbent Lord Mayor of Sydney, Alderman Sir
Richard Richards. Two days before the 26 March 1920 polling day, The Sydney Morning
Herald produced brief pen pictures of the five candidates who were ‘energetically preparing
for the campaign’. Ernest’s said:
Mr. E.S. Marks, the civic and reform candidate, has been connected with the wool industry
for many years, and he has travelled extensively. He took a prominent part in war and
patriotic work, and he has been identified with sport for a long time.363

In victory, Ernest’s position as a new alderman was assured until 31 December 1921, by
which time the election for the new municipal council was to be held.364 Ernest Marks duly
retained his position on the Municipal Council of Sydney representing the Lang Ward, at the
1921 and 1924 civic elections. In 1923 he became the secretary of the Civic Reform aldermen
359
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within the MCS.365 He performed the duties of the position with distinction for two years until
he resigned to stand for State Parliament.366

Figure 19: Civic Reform Association aldermen of the Municipal Council of Sydney in 1924, ES Marks
seated at right

Towards the end of 1927, the newly elected Premier of New South Wales, Thomas Bavin
(Nationalist-Country Party coalition), considered that it was necessary to ‘cleanse the
[Sydney] Town Hall administration from top to bottom’.367 In particular, the
maladministration of a number of contracts by the Labor-dominated MCS had led to the
Sydney Corporation Act (Commissioners) 1927. In his policy speech leading up to the New
South Wales Election in October, Bavin said:
The present condition of this city’s government is a disgrace to the State. The methods of the
predominant faction in the City Council have rendered the very name of city government a
byword all over Australia. We shall not tolerate a continuance of those conditions. At the
earliest possible moment we shall suspend the operations of the present City Council, and
place the government of the City of Sydney under the control of a Commission of the ablest
men available. This Commission will be invested with power to investigate the discreditable
municipal record of the last two years, and will also be empowered to carry on the
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government of the city until the passage of a Greater Sydney Bill, which will be passed into
law at the earliest possible moment.368

From 1 January 1928 three commissioners replaced the twenty-six alderman (from thirteen
wards) and were vested the municipal government in the City of Sydney until 31 December
1929. In the event, the City Commission remained until 30 June 1930. With the resumption of
the ‘remade’ Municipal Council of Sydney in 1930, Ernest Marks was re-elected as a Civic
Reform Association alderman representing the Gipps Ward at the council elections on 18
June 1930. There were now only five wards, with three aldermen elected from each. The next
day, the editorial in The Sun opined, with expectation, on the opportunity that had been
provided to the group of Civic Reform aldermen holding the balance of power on the council:
… goes into the City Council with a very definite mandate to keep the administration as clean
as it has been left for them by the Commission … Certainly no set of aldermen in this
generation has had such an opportunity for a clean and sound administration. There are no
vested interests or remanets of bad old customs left from the former Council. All that has
been cleaned up … we may be certain that the Reform aldermen will act up to the promises
made during the election campaign, and will work for the ideal of a well-governed and
beautiful city.369

Ernest Marks became the Civic Reform Association’s nomination for Lord Mayor of Sydney,
to commence on 1 July 1930. On 24 June, he was elected, unopposed, to that position with an
understanding that he would hold the job for six months and that he would not stand for reelection. His Lady Mayoress was to be his sister Hilda. On the morning of his election as
Lord Mayor, Ernest told The Sun that:
I will take the chair mostly to carry out the policy on which I was elected [to the MCS]. I will
be as keen as ever to see that the city is kept clean and healthy. The health of the city is the
supreme consideration.370

His career in the Municipal Council of Sydney to that point had been: 371

Alderman for:

Lang Ward, 26 March 1920 to 31 December 1927
Gipps Ward, from 18 June 1930
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Member of:

Health Committee, 1921-1927 and its Vice-Chairman, 1922-1924
Finance Committee, 1920, 1923-1927
Electricity Supply Committee, 1921-1922
Works Committee, 1927

In proposing Ernest Marks for Lord Mayor, Alderman George Parker, a fellow Civic Reform
member of the municipal council, said:

Alderman Marks was well known and honoured throughout New South Wales. In Business
he was sound and reliable, and a champion in sport. He was a modest man and, ‘one we call
a man’.372

Another Civic Reform alderman, the newly elected James McMahon, the manager of the
1908 Wallabies, said that he had known Ernest Marks through sport for 40 years. Yet another
Civic Reform man, Alderman Joseph Jackson MLA, saw Ernest as a ‘man with a high sense
of public duty’. From the Labor ‘opposition’, Alderman Thomas Shannon observed that
Ernest was a ‘good man on the wrong side’.373

The Labor Daily of 24 June 1930 offered a respectful opinion of Ernest Marks, and his sister
Hilda, using some unusually descriptive language:

Of Mr. Ernest S. Marks, it can be said that he is probably the most popular member of his
crew. He is a noted sportsman, president of the Amateur Athletic Association [sic], and
associated with almost every branch of amateur athletic activity. In the last council he was
chairman of the Parks and Health Committee.
In short, he is a man of broad views and wide sympathies. Between him and some of his
fellows there is a gulf as wide as the Pacific Ocean.
Mr. Marks – assuming that he is elected, and there is little doubt of that – will be assisted in
his high office by his sister, Miss Hilda Marks, a cultured and capable little lady, and a gold
medallist of Sydney University.374

The Sydney press at the time ran a number of articles on Hilda Marks’s credentials as the
Lady Mayoress of Sydney. Like her brothers, she had contributed to the war effort and was a
372

SMH, 25 June 1930, p. 13.
ibid.
374
Labor Daily, 24 June 1930, p. 1.
373

97

grand supporter of various charities and good cases. The Sun on 24 June described her as a
‘welfare worker’. She had involvement with many bodies including the Bush Book Club,
Sydney Hospital Auxiliary, Fresh Air League, Victoria League, Girls’ Realm Guild, Hospital
Saturday Fund, Red Cross Society and the Woolloomooloo Day Nursery. She was described
as a much-travelled, educated and cultured woman who was fluent in French and German,
thanks to early schooling in the languages by an Austrian governess who spoke no English,
and a lover of art and amateur acting. The Sydney Mail described her as kindly, friendly,
sincere and possessing of a solid character. She was anticipated to be a wonderful asset to her
brother in his role as Lord Mayor of
Sydney.375 Like Ernest and Percy, she had
been a member of the Shakespeare Society.
At that society’s meeting in June 1908, she
presented a paper on ‘Shakespeare and
Sport’ where she referenced the Bard’s
various works that displayed his familiarity
with the sports and pastimes of his era. The
press report of the gathering said that she
‘gave evidence of familiarity with the best
authorities on the subject’.376 Obviously,
Ernest’s and Percy’s involvement with
sport since their childhoods had had some
effect on her.
Soon after his election as Lord Mayor,
Ernest Marks was on his normal early
morning ferry ride across the harbour, from
Figure 20: The American Hebrew

his North Sydney home to the central

business district, when he was joined by a columnist from The Sun newspaper. The journalist
was able to chronicle Ernest’s workday in the lead-up to him being sworn in as Sydney’s
number one citizen. He said he was winding down his wool buying business, even further
from what it had been since he entered State Parliament, to having a solitary typist at his
office. He was anticipating being at the Town Hall all day when his commitments in the News
South Wales Legislative Assembly were not pressing. With the latter in mind, Ernest noted
375
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that there was an upcoming state election to contest.377 All this was in addition to his sporting,
religious and other community commitments. Ernest Marks entered the role as Lord Mayor of
Sydney with a number of pet projects in mind relating to his passion for health-related
matters, the settling of issues relating to rates, controlling the price of electricity, civic pride,
but, above all, his over-arching concern was for a properly administered council backed up by
sound financial management. He wanted to leave the Sydney at better place at the end of his
term than it was before he became the city’s premier citizen.378

Three months into his role as the Lord Mayor of Sydney, The Suburban Herald ran a similar
story to The Sun’s about a hectic a day in Ernest Marks’s working life, adding that he had to
field invitations to a multitude of ‘after hours’ civic and parliamentary functions and
gatherings. There was no mention of his sporting links. In perhaps the best description to date
of his character and overall abilities, The Suburban Herald proceeded to generously, and
deservedly, laud Ernest Marks the man and Ernest Marks the public figure:
… though the busiest public man in the State, [he] is one of the most cheerful. His optimism
and pleasant nature make possible the discharge of his varied and onerous duties. … Nature
has endowed Ald. Marks with a placid manner which temperamentally befits him for the
positions he fills. Ald. Marks is mentally and physically a strong man, brimful of energy and
enthusiasm. Of extraordinary ability, he finds pleasure in the discharge of his public duties.379

Overseas sporting publications ran articles congratulating Ernest Marks on becoming the Lord
Mayor of Sydney. The British Olympic Journal of December 1930 wrote:
… Mr. Ernest S. Marks of the A.A.U. of Australia has just been elected Lord Mayor of
Sydney. Mr Marks is a devotee of all Amateur Sport and we understand that he is determined
to make his City the finest playing centre in Australia. We congratulate him on his
appointment and wish him every success.380

Across the Tasman, a trip that he had made many times, The New Zealand Sportsman, under
the heading ‘New Zealand’s Friend’ congratulated him on his new position:
Mr. Marks was a frequent visitor to Wellington, sometimes with athletics teams and
sometimes a pleasure bent … His courteous manner and ready assistance in athletic matters
impressed the younger school of athletes … For more than 30 years he has been secretary of
377
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the Australian Amateur Athletic Union and, associated with … Mr R.W.[sic] Coombes – has
done much towards the progress of amateur athletics in Australia.381

During his six-month term as Lord Mayor, Ernest Marks undertook many sporting related
duties, including receiving the returning team from the British Empire Games in Canada and
welcoming the Australian cricket team, after Donald Bradman’s triumphant first tour of
England, that had regained the Ashes. Three days into his term as Lord Mayor, on 3 July
1930, and amidst much fanfare, The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of Sydney, Alderman
ES Marks MLA opened the new ‘Grace Building’ on the corner of King, York and Clarence
Streets for Grace Bros. This was his first official appearance as Lord Mayor.382 On a more
sombre side, in October 1930, he unveiled the memorial to Vicary Horniman at Manly
Cemetery that had been erected by the amateur sportsmen of New South Wales.383 Ernest had
accompanied the Horniman-led Australasian Olympic team to Stockholm 1912.

Five months after his installation as Lord Mayor, in December 1930, Ernest Marks, as
promised, did not nominate for another term in the top job in the council that was to
commence on 1 January 1931. In November, he had confirmed that he would not stand for reelection as Lord Mayor, even though he felt that if he did he would likely be successful.384
Alderman Joseph Jackson MLA became the new Lord Mayor of Sydney. The day after
Jackson was elected as Lord Mayor, all the alderman of the city council gathered to reflect on
their exchanges over the previous six months. The Labor aldermen paid sincere tribute to ‘the
many fine things he [Ernest Marks] had done in an impersonal and non-political way while
occupying the Chair’.385 Ever cognisant of his many commitments after stepping down as
Lord Mayor, Ernest advised a reporter from the Labor Daily that, after a short holiday, he
would return to the Town Hall early in the new year (1931) for the first meeting of the
Finance Committee of the MCS, and then head off to Melbourne to the AOF’s annual
conference.386
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7.4

State politics

In 1922, Ernest Marks stood unsuccessfully as a National Association candidate for the seat of
Sydney at the New South Wales state election. His firmly held ideas on the value of fitness,
sport and play were clearly enunciated by The Sydney Morning Herald:
As a member of the State recruiting committee he was surprised at the number of apparently
able young men who were turned down for defects, which if properly looked after could have
been cured or prevented. He favoured properly controlled sport for the physical development
of the young. Playgrounds should be provided for the children in the congested areas. By
properly looking after the physical wants of the young and providing them with suitable
recreation truancy had been reduced in Chicago by nearly 50 per cent.387

Success again eluded him when the people of New South Wales next went to the polls, in
1925, this time in the electorate of North Shore. A vignette that appeared in The Sydney
Morning Herald on 25 May 1925 listed his political credentials as a candidate for the seat,
namely he:
… has spent a lifetime in municipal and other public work. He was one of the founders of the
old Darlinghurst Liberal Club, has been president of both Darlinghurst and King branches of
the National Association, and has always been actively engaged in politics, though not as a
candidate.388

Scott Fell, the sitting representative for North Shore, tendered his resignation from the New
South Wales Legislative Assembly in April 1927 because he intended to contest the byelection in the federal electorate of Warringah.389 As a result, Ernest Marks, per medium of
the votes he had garnered in 1925, replaced Fell in the lower house of the New South Wales
Parliament. Ernest was now Alderman ES Marks MLA. The Sydney Morning Herald summed
up his many achievements to date when it said:
For many years Alderman E. S. Marks who automatically succeeds Mr. Scott Fell as one of
the members of the North Shore electorate in the Legislative Assembly, has been prominent
in municipal affairs, but his public activities extend beyond the municipal field. In commerce,
sport, and philanthropy Alderman Marks has always evinced a deep practical interest … As a
member of the council of the National Association Alderman Marks has taken a keen interest
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in State politics, and in charity matters and organisation he has always given unstinted
support.390

At the state election in October 1927, Ernest Marks comfortably held his seat, now known as
North Sydney after a redistribution of boundaries, for the Nationalists. On 17 November
1927, he was tendered a dinner at the Carlton Hotel ‘By his [many] Amateur Sporting Friends
in recognition of his Election to the Legislature of this State’.391 The Sun noted that Ernest had
served amateur sport for 35 years and that the gathering, at which ‘many high tributes’ were
paid to him, was ‘one of the finest of its kind known to Sydney sporting men’.392

Two-thirds through his term as the Lord Mayor of Sydney, Ernest Marks somewhat
surprisingly lost his North Sydney seat in the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales at
the state election on 25 October 1930.393 He was defeated by Benjamin ‘Ben’ Howe who was
part of Jack Lang’s Labor team that claimed government from Bavin’s Nationalists. The day
before the election, the Labor Daily published new words, penned by a Bert Thomson, to the
chorus of a popular song of the time Bye, Bye, Blackbird:

Pack up all your cares and woe,
Here’s Ben Howe a-swinging low–
“Bye, Bye, Marks’y! [sic]

John T. Lang is coming too,
If I were you, I’d do a SHOO–
“Bye, Bye, Marks’y! [sic]

Only Forbes Mackay can understand you,
A big defeat, North Sydney’s going to hand you,
Pack your bags, blow out the lights,
Howe arrives on Saturday night–
“Bye, Bye, Marks’y! [sic]394
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On the same day, Ernest Marks hosted Charles Kingsford Smith at a civic reception at the
Sydney Town Hall to celebrate the great aviator’s epic fight across the Pacific Ocean. Soon
after losing his seat for North Sydney, Ernest received a letter from the North Sydney Council
expressing its gratitude for the time that he had afforded it during his time as a member of the
Legislative Assembly.395

7.5

Community-minded activities

When Ernest Marks returned from his visit to the 1926 Oriental Red Cross conference, he
brought with him many reports and papers emanating from the gathering396 and was able to
address the annual conference of the New South Wales chapter and apprise those in
attendance of the operation of the Japanese equivalent.397 Whilst on his sojourn in the Far
East, he observed civic activities in Japanese cities, with particular emphases on playgrounds,
open spaces and the functioning of the municipal bodies.398 These observations were of great
value to him in his roles in the Municipal Council of Sydney.

Other charity and non-sporting community activities of Ernest Marks, not already discussed,
included:


Vice-Chairman of the United Charities Fund (from 1923)



Member of the Finance and Executive Committee of the Australian Red Cross



Chairman of the Jewish War Memorial Fund



Honorary Secretary of the New South Wales Branch of the Anglo-Jewish
Association.399

7.6

Conclusion

The 1920s were an exceptionally busy time for Ernest Marks, across his complete range of
influence. He was involved in the commencement of the revival of sport after the Great War
and he was now the principal of Joseph Marks & Company and he became an alderman in the
Municipal Council of Sydney. The decade ended with him becoming the Lord Mayor of
Sydney and having a three-year stint in the New South Wales Parliament. His involvement
with the Australian Olympic Movement increased and the Empire Games Movement was
starting to attract his administrative prowess.
395

SMH, 1 November 1930, p. 11.
SMH, 7 January 1927, p. 15.
397
SMH, 8 April 1927, p. 12.
398
SMH, 6 January 1927, p. 8.
399
Australian Jewish Chronicle, 22 May 1930, p. 1; Australian Jewish Chronicle, 26 June 1930, p. 1.
396

103

104

CHAPTER 8

Decade of Games
(1931-1938)

8.1
8.2
8.3
8.4
8.5
8.6
8.7
8.8

8.1

Introduction
Freed from parliamentary and lord mayoral duties
Richard Coombes and the membership of the IOC
Olympic Games of the 1930s
The media and the writings of Ernest Marks
Politics
Empire Games of Sydney
Conclusion

Introduction

The 1930s were a decade of Ernest Marks’s increased involvement with the Olympic and
Empire Games. In 1932, he attended the Olympic Games in Los Angeles and participated in
the inaugural International Recreation Congress. He was central to Australian Empire Games
Movement which, for him, reached a zenith with Sydney being the host city for the Games in
1938. He was the chairman of the organising committee for the Games. Over the period, he
enhanced his reputation as a strong advocate for teaching and enabling children to play as a
lesson for life. He was no longer a member of the State Parliament although he harboured
ambitions to return. His work with various charities increased.

8.2

Freed from parliamentary and lord mayoral duties

On 1 January 1931, Ernest Marks, who was approaching his sixtieth birthday, was free of two
of the many hats that he had been wearing with distinction. His time in the New South Wales
Parliament had ended two months earlier, although he still possessed a latent desire to re-enter
state politics. He was still an alderman in the Municipal Council of Sydney, but was no longer
the Lord Mayor. A Sunday Pictorial column in his last days as Lord Mayor reported that he
had thought that the social demands of being Sydney’s number one citizen had precluded him
from devoting as much time as he would have liked to the administrative side of the role.400
On the eve of his departing the lord mayoral suite, his town clerk, Mr Roy Hendy, said that
400
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‘Ald[erman] Marks vacates his chair as one of the most popular men who has presided at the
Town Hall. Every officer of the council has remarked on his fairness’.401 Ernest now had time
to re-allocate to his role as the principal of Joseph Marks & Company. He also had more time
to devote to sport, not that during the previous three years there been any signs of him wilting
under his competing priorities.
Frank Dunne in The Referee of 22 April 1931 encapsulated Ernest Marks’s newly found
‘spare time’, and his place in the world of sport, by drawing a caricature of him and a former
Australian cricket captain, Montague ‘Monty’ Noble under the heading ‘Two Great Sporting
Australians’. The accompanying text said that:
Eddie S. Marks, ex-Lord Mayor of Sydney and ex-M.P. for North Sydney, a lover of the best
of British sport is chosen as the athletic representative on the Olympic selection committee
for Australia. A little while back he wore a worried look through the weight of too absorbing
Civic and Parliamentary responsibilities. To-day, relived of his burden, he extracts even more
pleasure out of his associations with sport, his hobby being the Amateur Athletic Union of
Australia. E.S.M. having travelled widely to see sport in many lands, is able to see with a
broad outlook things Australian when these are mixed up with things sporting in other
countries.402

8.3

Richard Coombes and the membership of the IOC

Richard Coombes had been co-opted as the Australasian member of the IOC when the New
Zealand-born, but later Australian resident, Leonard Cuff resigned in 1905.403 In 1919,
Coombes became Australia’s representative when New Zealand and Australia separated to
become two independent sporting teams in the eyes of the IOC.404 New Zealand was to gain
its own IOC member from March 1920, Arthur Marryatt.405

In April 1931, it came to the notice of the New South Wales Olympic Council that Richard
Coombes, a member of the International Olympic Committee for in excess of a quarter of a
century, was experiencing pecuniary difficulties. JC ‘Jack’ Allison, Honorary SecretaryTreasurer of the NSWOC, promptly met with Ernest Marks, in his role as secretary of the
401
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Amateur Athletic Union of Australia, with the view of setting up a testimonial fund for
Coombes.406 A subsequent meeting, chaired by the Lord Mayor of Sydney, and with the
support of the NSWOC,407 was convened on 13 May 1931 at the Sports Club to institute the
fund ‘as a mark of esteem and in appreciation of his [Richard Coombes’s] service to sport’,
with Ernest being elected to the executive committee to arrange the testimonial.408

A meeting to present Coombes with the proceeds of the fundraising efforts was held at the
Sports Club on 27 August 1931 and was well attended by a ‘who’s who’ of amateur sport in
Sydney. Ernest Marks presided.409 Gordon (1994) reported that ₤260 had been raised. At the
meeting, Ernest chronicled Coombes’s involvement with sport since arriving in Australia in
1886 and, through his close association with the elder statesman of athletics and other sports,
was in a position to call him ‘a landmark in the world of sport and press’.410 J.C. Davis, the
editor of The Referee, for which Coombes had written since 1889 and was a past assistant
editor, in reporting on the gathering, described Ernest as ‘one of the agreeable Pooh-Bahs of
Australian sport’.411 A testimonial coursing meeting for ‘Amesbury’, Coombes’s nom de
plume when writing on the pastime in The Referee, was held at Rooty Hill in early
September.412 As a result, another meeting, chaired by Ernest, was held at the Sports Club on
23 December 1931 for the members of the local coursing community. Almost ₤63, raised
specifically though the National Coursing Association of New South Wales, of which Ernest
had been a life member for four years, was presented to Coombes to finalise the testimonial
fund.413

Gordon (1994) wrote that James Taylor, as the president of the Australian Olympic
Federation attended the 1924 Olympic Games in Paris and, at the completion of the events,
was one of a number of presidents of national Olympic committees who were still in the city:
... [to be] invited [by the IOC] … to join a special session at the Sorbonne. Four of those men
later became members of the IOC – among them James “Pa” Taylor, the bulky president of
the Australian Olympic Federation … Either some tactful sounding out took place, or Taylor,
simply made a good impression; whatever the case, Taylor, a Sydney accountant, was invited
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in November of that year to become Australia’s second representative on the international
body.414

Gordon (1994) continued that in May 1932 Coombes wrote to the IOC tendering his
resignation as an Australian member of that body and submitting Ernest Marks’s name to take
his place.415 In that letter, Coombes, who also apologised in advance for not attending the
upcoming IOC session, to be held in conjunction with the Olympic Games in Los Angeles in
the July, gave a glowing endorsement of Ernest:
… Ald. E.S. Marks J.P. [is] one of our best known and respected leaders in Amateur sport.
Mr. Marks is a former Lord Mayor of Sydney, and former Member of Parliament, and today
holds many important positions in various departments of sport as well as representing
Australia in the I.A.A.F. and being personally known to President [of the IAAF] Edstrom
when he attended the Olympic Games at Stockholm. He is also closely associated with Mr.
James Taylor, Chairman of the Australian Olympic Federation whose place he is taking
during the absence of Mr. Taylor at Los Angeles, and is Chairman of the British Empire
Games Committee (Australian section).416

At the IOC meeting, Coombes’s resignation was announced as were the circumstances of
James Taylor’s (who was at the session) coming into membership of the IOC:
The resignation of Mr. R. Coombes leaves vacant the second seat for Australia. The President
[Count Henri de Baillet-Latour of Belgium] recalled under what circumstances this second
seat was created and referred to the minutes of the meeting at Paris in 1924. Mr Merrick
[Canada], was then a member of the commission formed to study the creation of this second
seat, gave the details in the matter.
It was decided that the President, who will go to Australia upon his departure from Los
Angeles, will inform himself locally before proposing a successor to Mr Coombes.417

Count de Baillet-Latour duly visited Australia, en route to his home in Belgium from Los
Angeles, and attended a number of receptions, sporting events, and diplomatic meetings in
Sydney, Canberra, Brisbane and Melbourne. At the civic reception tendered Baillet-Latour by
the Lord Mayor of Sydney, Ernest Marks expressed his admiration for the IOC president’s
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work at Los Angeles and that, ‘He was an inspiration to the whole [Olympic] movement’.418
In Canberra, Baillet-Latour was received by the Governor-General, Sir Isaac Isaacs, the Prime
Minister, Joseph Lyons and the Minister for External Affairs, John Latham.419 Gordon (1994)
reported that Sir Harold Luxton entertained Baillet-Latour in Melbourne at the Flemington
racecourse, the home of the Victoria Racing Club. The count was President of the Belgium
Jockey Club420 and, like Luxton, kept racehorses. The newly knighted Luxton was a civic
leader, businessman, war hero, a member of the Victorian Parliament and an ex-student of
Melbourne Grammar School.421 Apart from his school days, Luxton was not connected with
the sporting community.422 His son Lewis423 was a member of the winning Cambridge
University crew in the 1932 Boat Race and went on to row in the Great Britain Olympic eight
that finished fourth at Los Angeles. Whilst in Melbourne, Baillet-Latour was received by the
Victorian Olympic Council424 and also witnessed the running of the Caulfield Cup.425
At the thirtieth session of the IOC, in June 1933 in Vienna, with Taylor in attendance, ‘The
Committee then proceeded to elect unanimously four new members … Sir Harold Laxton
[sic] as second member for Australia’.426 At that session, Baillet-Latour reported on his trip to
Australia and New Zealand in glowing terms:
The emotion felt on the closing day [of the 1932 Olympic Games] by the greater portion of
those who had the good fortune to assist at this triumphal exhibition gives us a guarantee that
the doctrine whose apostle is Coubertin, is now deeply anchored in all hearts.
This impression which I brought away when I left California, has been confirmed during the
course of the visit I paid to the Olympic Committees of New Zealand and Australia. From the
contact I made both with officials and athletes I became convinced of the admirable efforts
which were made every four years by these two countries to send teams to the games in spite
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of the distance, not so much for the pleasure of taking part in a contest as on account of their
attachment to the Olympic spirit.427

Hence, Ernest Marks did not become a member of the IOC, even though Richard Coombes had
recommended him. Perhaps Ernest advised the visiting Baillet-Latour in 1932 that he was not
interested in the appointment. Perhaps, as Gordon (1994) has opined, Baillet-Latour took a
fancy to Luxton because of his (Luxton’s) title, his war exploits and his impressive credentials,
even if sports administration was not included.428 Perhaps Baillet-Latour’s and Luxton’s
mutual love of the horseracing industry made a difference. On the other hand, Ernest’s
credentials were not unimpressive. He had been Lord Mayor of Sydney and a member of
parliament, was from a successful business family, had worked tirelessly for the war effort,
charity and sport and had impeccable links with international sporting bodies including the
Olympic Movement. He was not a racegoer. He had kept his own kennel of greyhounds. He
and Baillet-Latour had been members of the Advisory Committee to the First International
Recreation Conference that was conducted in Los Angeles after the close of the Olympic
Games. Ernest Marks was Jewish. There is no evidence to suggest that his religion had
influenced the decision but Sir John Monash, the Australian military genius in the Great War,
had faced some anti-Semitic sentiments during his lifetime, particularly during war. The fact
that Monash was of German descent had been an additional ‘burden’ for him to carry during
the war years.429 Ernest did not believe that being a Jew had affected his journey through life in
any way. When questioned about this by a reporter from The Hebrew Standard in 1936 his
immediate reply was, ‘I have never experienced in my public, municipal or sporting life any
disadvantages at all’.430
A ‘what-if’ question emerges. What if Ernest Marks had accepted the invitation of the IAAF to
be considered for the committee to control the track and field events at the 1924 Olympic
Games, and was selected for that position? He would have been in Paris and perhaps, like
James Taylor, might have been invited to attend the special post-Olympics meeting at the
Sorbonne that led to Australia’s second seat on the IOC. He was well known to a number of
the IOC ‘powerbrokers’ at the time, including the Swede J Sigfrid Edström and the Canadian
James Merrick.
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Six months after missing out on a seat on the IOC, Ernest Marks was to experience another
knock-back, this time by the Amateur Athletic Union of Australia. At the biennial conference
of the union, held in Adelaide in early 1934, Richard Coombes submitted his resignation as
president, due to ill health. Coombes and Ernest had served as president and secretary
respectively since the formation of the AAUA. The resultant election for president saw the
South Australian Arthur Fenner outpoll Ernest. Ernest then said that because of business
pressures, and his belief that the president and secretary of the union should reside in the same
state, he would not stand for re-election as secretary. He suggested that WE ‘Bill’ McKay from
South Australia be asked to nominate for the position. McKay declined, and the position was
filled by Hugh Weir from Victoria. Hence, after more than a third of a century, Ernest Marks
was no longer an executive member of the AAUA. At the meeting, he was appointed as one of
the delegates to the AOF and one of the delegates to the Australian British Empire Games
Association (ABEGA).431

8.4

Olympic Games of the 1930s

Los Angeles 1932
The Games of the Xth Olympiad were held in Los Angeles in 1932. Ernest Marks
accompanied the Australian team, for which he had been a selector of the athletics section432
and chairman of the selection committee for the complete contingent.433 Once the team had
landed in Los Angeles, Snowy Baker ushered the members around the sights of the city, in
particular Hollywood.434 Baker, the multi-talented sportsman who had won a silver medal in
boxing at London 1908, who was now a resident of Los Angeles, was the official team attaché
for the Australian team.435 He was also the director of the Riviera Country Club where a
number of the preliminary Olympic equestrian events were held, and was well known to
Ernest through amateur boxing, rugby with the Eastern Suburbs and Sydney District clubs,
and swimming and diving with the East Sydney Amateur Swimming Club.

Once the Olympic Games began, Ernest Marks became the chief of the marathon and, with
Kinter Hamilton of the United States, was responsible for the overseeing of the race:436

431

West Australian, 27 January 1934, p. 11.
Herald, 14 April 1931, p. 6; Referee, 22 April 1931, p. 12.
433
Selection Committee: ES Marks (Athletics), HA Bennett (Swimming), E Kenny (Rowing), HK Maxwell
(Cycling), HG Wakeling (Boxing & Wrestling)
434
G Growden, The Snowy Baker Story, op. cit., pp. 304-305.
435
Xth Olympiade Committee, The Games of the Xth Olympiad Los Angeles 1932 Official Report, Los Angeles,
1933, p .22; LA Times, 23 March 1932, part 2, p. 5.
436
Official Program, Xth Olympiad - Los Angeles - USA, Olympic Park, 1 August 1932, p. 23.
432

111

… officials for the controls will be under the direction of Kinter Hamilton of the United
States and E. S. Marks of Australia, assisted by a foreign official to be nominated by Messrs.
Hamilton and Marks, and approved by the I.A.A.F.

Kinter Hamilton

E.S. Marks

DIRECTOR

CHIEF OF MARATHON

Figure 21: Extract from Marathon instructions for 1932 Los Angeles Olympic Games

Other documents relating to the marathon, signed by Ernest and Hamilton, in the E.S. Marks
Sporting Collection include instructions for the control personnel, detailing the order that the
various refreshments for the runners were to be laid out on the serving tables. Ernest and
Hamilton were recorded in the Official Report for Los Angeles 1932 as members of the
athletics jury.437
The Australian team of eight men and four women, really ‘punched above its weight’ in Los
Angeles, and returned from the Southern Californian city with five medals (three gold, a
silver and a bronze), an excellent return, in terms of medals, from a small squad. 438
In 1932, Melbourne’s Herald reported that middle distance runner Bill Barwick had broken
down in Los Angeles prior to the Olympic Games whilst training on a cinder track. The
Tasmanian Barwick, who had performed well on Australia’s grass tracks before sailing for
Los Angeles, suffered a leg injury due to the transition between the two types of running
surfaces. This accentuated the need for cinder tracks in Australia.439

Once the Olympic Games were over, Ernest Marks had another task in Los Angeles and that
was to represent the Municipal Council of Sydney at the First International Recreation
Congress. The respect with which Ernest was held by the Labor alderman in the MCS was
displayed when, prior to his departure for Los Angeles, they unanimously agreed to grant him
‘a pair and to guarantee a quorum at council meetings’ during his absence.440 At a lunch
tendered to Ernest by the Lord Mayor of Sydney, on the eve of his departure for Los Angeles,
437
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the Labor alderman, through Alderman John Garden, emphasised that granting Ernest a pair
was a ‘privilege’ that would not have been granted ‘to anyone’.441 Ernest’s passionate interest
in children’s playing areas, which had been apparent throughout his career in local and state
politics, led to his evangelistic approach to supporting the cause. One of his laments on
leaving the lord mayoral role was that he had not been able to devote the time that he would
have liked to providing extra, and improving existing, playing areas in the city of Sydney.442
In late 1926, when he travelled to Japan, he observed the provision and use of playgrounds
and open spaces in a number of the large cities.443 When accompanying the 1908 Wallabies,
he was impressed when he met James E. Sullivan, of the Amateur Athletic Union of the
United States, in New York. According to Ernest, Sullivan’s pioneering work with of
playgrounds and recreation facilities in that city had ’entered into the civic government of
most cities of the world’.444

At the Los Angeles congress, Ernest Marks and three-time Olympic swimmer Frank
Beaurepaire presented papers. 445 Ernest’s paper was ‘Recreation in Australia’ and
Beaurepaire’s was ‘Playgrounds in Melbourne’. Ernest also was one of the three keynote
speakers at the group discussion session on ’Governmental Administration of Recreation’.
Another delegate, who delivered the paper ‘How Does Germany Justify the Large Public
Expenditure for Sports Facilities?’, was Dr Theodor Lewald. His compatriot, Dr Carl Diem
was a key person in the discussion session ‘Sports for the People’. Both Lewald and Diem
were future leaders of the German Olympic Committee, with the latter heading the organising
committee for Berlin 1936.

Brisbane resident Harry Sunderland, who Ernest had known for many years through amateur
boxing circles, travelled to Los Angeles to view the Olympic Games, and America in general,
and to send back despatches to his hometown’s Sports Referee. Sunderland was a journalist
and sporting administrator, but unlike Ernest spread his administrative talents across
professional, principally rugby league, and amateur sports. His reports helped to record
Ernest’s movement about Los Angeles:
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This [First International] Recreation Congress has been a revelation. There were only seven
Australians registered in a gathering of over 700, who represented 28 countries, and it was at
the various sessions that I learned of the wonderful playground organisation of the various
bodies attached to the city authorities of U.S.A. …Two Australians (Alderman E. S. Marks of
Sydney, and our old champion swimmer, Frank Beaurepaire) both read interesting papers on
sport in Australia.446

Another delegate who attended the congress was Irene Beetson, from the Playground
Association of Queensland. On her return to Brisbane, she noted Ernest Marks’s knowledge
of playgrounds:
Sports in Australasia, in many ways similar to those of the United States, were described in
detail by Alderman E.E.[sic] Marks (Sydney), one of the foremost authorities in the
development of amateur playing fields in the Commonwealth.447

Harry Sunderland acknowledged the honour given to Ernest Marks regarding the Olympic
marathon:
… the International [Olympic] Committee accorded an Australian (Alderman E. S. Marks)
the great honour of making him chief-in-charge of the event – the greatest race of the Games.
The organisation of the American officials was perfect for this event, which started in the
Stadium ... At various points [along the route] there were control stations, with officials in
charge (seven in all), with stocks of ice, both hot and cold tea, and coffee, lemon juice,
chocolate, iced water, sponges in a huge cask of iced water, and various other needs [all this
was in the bailiwick of Ernest Marks].448

At the conclusion of his trip, Sunderland thanked Ernest Marks for his assistance in Los
Angeles and opined on Australia and the Olympic Movement and this nation’s remoteness
from the rest of the sporting world:
Our Australian representatives will return to Australia ...They have had many and enjoyable
experiences, with its usual variety. I am indebted to both Mr. Jim Taylor and Alderman E. S.
Marks for their courtesy to me on every occasion we met, either at the Olympiad or the
International Recreation Congress, and also to Councillor Frank Beaurepaire (Melbourne) and
many other Australians I have met … Australia has a long way to go before she can compare
with other countries in what I call “Olympic preparedness and enthusiasm.” The great
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difficulty is that Australia is so far away from the scene of operations as a rule. Our team,
small that it was, has done well to raise the Southern Cross three times on the victory pole.449

Figure 22: Resolution of Advisory Committee of First International Recreation Congress Ernest Marks’s
signature the fifth from top
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Prior to returning to Australia from Los Angeles, Ernest Marks collected three honours. For his
management of the Olympic marathon he received the freedom of the City of Los Angeles
from Mayor John Porter.450 He was elected a member of the Advisory Committee of the
International Recreation Congress.451 The IAAF awarded him the Veteran Pin, equivalent to
life membership of the federation. The Veteran Pin was instituted in 1928 and prior to 1932
had only been awarded to 22 recipients.452 Once back on Australian shores, Ernest gave his
opinion of his most successful trip and donned his fiercely patriotic hat by noting that Australia
had missed an opportunity during the course of the recreation congress to promote this nation
as a tourist destination. He also detailed how he had visited locations in and around Los
Angeles to inspect how governments had spent considerable sums of money in developing
play and recreation facilities.453 Other members of the Advisory Committee of the Recreation
Congress were the IOC President, Count Henri de Baillet-Latour, and Sir Noel Curtis-Bennett.
Curtis-Bennett was the long-time honorary treasurer of the National Playing Fields Association
in Great Britain. Indeed, regarding his attitude to sport and recreation, Curtis-Bennett could be
viewed as England’s equivalent of Ernest Marks. His obituary in the Bulletin Du Comité
International Olympique in 1951 said he was:
… a distinguished Civil servant, but was best known to the public for his voluntary welfare
work, and more particularly for his encouragement of sport and outdoor recreation. He had a
long connexion [sic.] with the national Playing Field Association … When he retired from
the Civil Service in 1942 in order to devote himself more fully to voluntary welfare work the
Civil Service Sports Council had 50,000 members and grounds at Chiswick and many
provincial towns. From then on he travelled ceaselessly in the interest of the various causes
he supported. He never spared himself in his unselfish efforts for others.454

When the manager of the Australian Olympic team, Jim Eve presented his report on Los
Angeles, he expressed his gratitude to James Taylor and Ernest Marks ‘for their guidance and
assistance’.455 Eve had also been an Australian representative, along with Ernest, at the
meeting of the IAAF.456 Taylor, who attended the Olympic Games in his roles as the chairman
of the AOF and a member of the IOC, was also a delegate at the recreation congress.
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Berlin 1936
In January 1936, Ernest Marks received a letter from Walther Rentmeister, the head of the
local organising committee for the World Congress on Leisure Time and Recreation to be held
in Germany later that year. Rentmeister asked Ernest if he would represent Australia on the
international committee for the gathering, which had meetings scheduled for Hamburg and
Berlin in the last week of July and concluding two days before the opening ceremony of the
Olympic Games in the German capital. Ernest replied that he was unable to accept the
position.457 Four months later, The Sydney Morning Herald wrote that Ernest had received a
letter from the National Recreation Association of America (NRAA) advising him that it
would arrange for the presentation of a report on the ‘development of parks and playgrounds in
Australia’ at the congress.458 In the event, the NRAA did not send delegates to the congress,
fearing that Adolph ‘Hitler would use it for propaganda purposes’.459

By not having a link with the AAUA in 1936, Ernest Marks was precluded from becoming a
selector for the 1936 Olympic team. The selection committee was the same as for Los Angeles
1932, except that Hugh Weir had replaced Ernest for the athletics section. At a NSWOC
meeting in May 1936, Ernest, who was a delegate representing the NSWRU, submitted a
comprehensive draft proposal for the selection and funding of future Olympic teams. After
discussion, the proposal was sent to the sports’ peak bodies for further comment. From 1936,
the NSWOC endeavoured to have Ernest become a life member of the AOF. Debate on life
membership featured at each the AOF conferences until the war, but with no decisions. The
first life member of the AOF was Jim Eve who was not elected to that position until after
World War II.460
As the Olympic Games were about to commence, Edwin ‘Slip’ Carr, an Australian Olympian
at Paris 1924, expressed his thoughts in The Sydney Morning Herald on why Australia was
lacking world-class sprinters:
The urgent need is for a cinder track. It is preposterous that a country so prominent in world
sport as Australia should hesitate so long about the introduction of so vital a necessity. It was
the cry of the men who returned from the Paris Games in 1924, and from the Amsterdam
Games in 1928. Prominent athletic coaches … have made frequent and fervent appeals for a
457
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cinder track … So on the eve of this great pageantry of sport, the Olympic Games in Berlin, I
appeal to Australian athletic officials to give the future athletic champions of Australia the
chance to compete successfully in world company by making available to them without more
delay – a cinder track.461

Ernest Marks opted not to attend the 1936 Olympic Games, because he thought that if he had
been in a managerial role with the Australian team, he believed that his being Jewish might
have led to some unpalatable situations whilst in Germany.462 By not witnessing firsthand the
Nazi sporting extravaganza in Berlin, Ernest missed seeing the 33-strong Australian team, of
29 men and 4 women, garner a solitary bronze medal, by Jack Metcalfe in the hop, step and
jump (now triple jump).463 James Taylor returned from Berlin with his recipe for greater
success in the Olympic arena, including the realisation that in order to triumph in an
increasingly competitive environment, Australian athletes must have better preparation for the
world-leading competition and they must be provided with improved facilities, including
cinder tracks, to enable them to perform to their potential in their events.464 With this report,
Taylor gave considerable support to Carr’s call for a cinder track.

Within the MCS and the NSWAAA, Ernest Marks had become the principal proponent of a
cinder track for Sydney. Less than a year after the Carr article and the Taylor manifesto for
success, at the 50th annual meeting of the NSWAAA in April 1937, Ernest reported, ‘that the
City Council was doing much for young athletes. For the last fortnight, 250 men had been
levelling the ground at Moore Park for the association’s new cinder track’.465

8.5

The media and the writings of Ernest Marks

From childhood, Ernest Marks had an affinity with the media. It started with his Maitland
News and Percy’s Maitland Fun and joining his siblings in the sending of jokes and puzzles,
for publishing, to the newspapers of the time. Throughout his public life, Ernest was readily
available for interviews by journalists and was happy to be quoted verbatim in newspapers in
England and Australia. He held a press pass for The Australian Star at the turn of the century
and for a number of years was responsible for the columns on amateur sport that appeared
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within its pages.466 He wrote letters to editors and sent off opinion pieces for publishing,
principally on sport and playgrounds. This continued in the 1930s where he opined on
Municipal Council of Sydney matters467, all things Olympic, the value of play and games,
Australia’s place in world sport, the need for international coaches and cinder tracks and the
Empire Games.

The Wallabies of 1908 celebrated a twenty-five year reunion at the Tattersall’s Club in
Sydney in August 1931. Ernest Marks was present and announced that his scrapbooks of the
tour, containing newspaper cuttings, souvenir documents and other ephemera would be
presented to the Mitchell Library.468 A promise that he ultimately honoured. A month later,
Rees Aikman, president of the New South Wales Table Tennis Association, wrote to Ernest
with the hope that he (Ernest) could contribute to the compilation of ‘a complete and
authentic record of ping pong in New South Wales since its origin’.469 Ernest, who was the
chairman of the Committee of Control at the New South Wales Sports Club, that controlled
the first state table tennis championships in 1902, promptly responded with detailed answers
to each of the twenty-three questions posed by Aikman.470

In 1932, Ernest Marks’s thoughts on games were published in the Czechoslovakian press
where his letter of 8 March to the Ninth Sokol Festival in Prague was translated into Czech
and printed in the weekly Pestry Tyden. Words of encouragement included in the letter were:
It is recognised amongst all civilised races that it is as essential that the physical as well as the
moral and mental development of the people should be encouraged.
In games where team is matched against team, the moral character as well as the physical
qualities are developed, and the best players are those who do not think of individual glory,
but strive in the spirit of altruism for the success of their team.471
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Figure 23: Pestry Tyden

The Referee of 5 October 1932 reported that Ernest Marks had produced a history of the
2,000-year-old pastime of greyhound racing. Just as he had referenced Shakespeare and
Dryden during his schoolboy debating on rugby, Ernest quoted the views of Ovid, the Roman
poet at the time of Jesus’ birth, on coursing 472 The E.S. Marks Sporting Collection also
contains his manuscripts on the history of golf, early coursing in New South Wales, and a
handwritten chronology of the early days of the New South Wales Amateur Athletic
Association.473 An abbreviated history of early coursing in New South Wales had appeared in
The Sport during the war. 474 Although that piece was not attributed to Ernest, the contents
certainly had his ‘signature’ on them.
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Throughout the 1930s, Ernest Marks embraced the new medium of radio when he regularly
appeared on Sydney’s wireless stations discussing a number issues about which he had
previously written. In 1932, he spoke on Sydney’s 2BL about the prospects of the Olympic
team.475 Three years later, he assessed Sydney’s chances of staging the 1938 Empire Games
as part of Australia’s sesquicentennial celebrations.476 Over the years, he spoke on civic pride
and parks and reservations as well as endorsing a number of the charities with which he was
associated. In 1937 the official opening of the King George V Playground was covered by
radio station 2BL and Ernest’s speech was one of a number broadcast.477

As part of The Referee‘s golden jubilee celebrations in 1935, Ernest wrote pieces for two
November editions speaking of his love of the newspaper and its authoritative content from
when it was first published whilst he was still at school at Royston College.478 He also
recollected the early days of amateur athletics in New South Wales, including the role of
Frederic Bevill, his old headmaster, in introducing him to the formative stages of the
NSWAAA.

Less than a week after the Closing Ceremony for Berlin 1936, Ernest Marks wrote a large
piece for The Sydney Morning Herald expressing his thoughts on what Australia needed to do
in preparation for the 1940 Olympic Games in Tokyo. He believed that Australian athletes
had hitherto treated preparing for Olympic Games ‘as a pastime’ and hence to do better, this
nation needed to engage overseas coaches in a number of sports and take a more
‘professional’ approach to the timely selection of a small, well trained and highly competitive
team for Tokyo. He then opined on the impact on athletes of devoting extra time training to
become a world leaders in their sports:
When Australians swimmers led the world they were mostly men who did nothing except
devote their whole time to swimming hours spent in the water practising. Present-day
athletes cannot do that and from an amateur point of view it may be better that they do not. I
would be sorry to see men here devoting their whole time to sport as they do in other
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countries in preparing for the Olympic Games, with no prospect in life afterwards except in
professional sport.479

8.6

Politics

Ernest Marks was comfortably re-elected, as an alderman representing the Gipps Ward, to the
Municipal Council of Sydney in the local government elections in 1934 and 1937. Within the
MCS, he was vice chairman of the Health and By-laws Committee continuously throughout
the decade from 1931. Other committees of which he was a member, for various times during
the period, were Finance, Electricity, City Planning and Improvements and Works.480

Ever the advocate for all sports, Ernest Marks, in 1933, took the opportunity to extol the
benefits of speedway racing. At a civic reception for the visiting English speedway team,
where he introduced the tourists to those in attendance, he related how he had witnessed
speedway events throughout the world and had supplied English promoters with details of
Australian tracks. Whilst he believed that the visits of all sporting teams to these shores
fostered goodwill, he could also see the advertising possibilities for this nation by Australian
speedway teams touring England.481

In state politics, Ernest stood for United Australia Party (UAP) pre-selection in his old seat of
North Sydney prior to the state poll of 1932.482 He was defeated for the party’s endorsement
by Hubert Primrose, who then proceeded to unseat Ernest’s conqueror from 1930, Labor’s
Ben Howe.483 The UAP had grown out of the National Party of Australia in 1931 and was the
predecessor of the Liberal Party.484 Just after the state election, the members of the Kirribilli
Branch of the UAP exhibited their respect for Ernest by entertaining him prior to his
departure for Los Angeles. Not discouraged by losing the 1932 pre-selection battle, Ernest
was one of 33 candidates, 12 from the UAP, who contested the 15 vacant upper house
(Legislative Council) seats in 1936. Again, he was unsuccessful.485
Ernest and Percy Marks’s good friend Sir Daniel Levy died suddenly in 1937, causing a byelection in the Legislative Assembly seat of Woollahra. Levy had been a member of the New
479

ES Marks, ‘Now for Tokyo: 1940 Olympic Games – What Australia Needs’, SMH, 22 August 1936, p. 21.
Parliament of NSW, Ernest Samuel Marks, op. cit.
481
SMH, 21 January 1933, p. 18.
482
Sun, 3 May 1932.
483
SMH, 23 May 1932, p. 10. Hubert Primrose retained the seat of North Sydney at the New South Wales
elections of 1935 and 1938.
484
I Hancock, op. cit., pp. 29-30.
485
SMH, 9 December 1936, p. 16.
480

122

South Wales Parliament since 1901 and the member for Woollahra since 1930. He had served
four terms, totalling in excess of fourteen years, as the speaker of the lower house.486 Ernest
finished fourth out of the 16 UAP hopefuls in the pre-selection ballot, behind George
Beresford Grant. After the primary votes had been counted, Ernest was only two votes off top
place but he slipped to fourth following the distribution of preferences. At this stage, he
declared himself a ‘loyal party man’ and pledged his complete support to Grant in the byelection.487 On election day, Grant was beaten, on preferences, for the seat by the Independent
UAP candidate Harold Mason.

Medals were awarded in May 1935 to citizens of Australia for their public service, to
commemorate the silver jubilee of King George V and Queen Mary. Ernest Marks, for his
work on the MCS, was one of the 1,900 recipients of a Jubilee Medal, who were nominated
by the New South Wales Government.488 Two years later medals were awarded ‘to officials
and citizens who have rendered valuable public service, and to leaders of industry and the
professions’ to commemorate the coronation of King George VI. Ernest, again for his work
on the Municipal Council of Sydney, was one of a similar number of recipients of a
Coronation Medal for their contribution to New South Wales.489

8.7

Empire Games of Sydney

Jim Eve, the honorary secretary-treasurer pro tem of the Australian British Empire Games
Association, convened a meeting at the Sports Club on 21 December 1932 that resulted in the
constitutional formation of the ABEGA, with the following objects:

(a) To make known throughout Australia the aims and objects of the British Empire Games.
(b) To ensure through the National Controlling Union of amateur sport in Australia, the
representation of Australia by the best available athletes at the British Empire Games, and
of such delegates at the British Empire Games Congresses.

(c) To raise funds to provide for the transport, maintenance, and equipment of athletes.490
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The key offices of the association elected at the meeting were:

Patron: Governor-General (Sir Isaac Isaacs)
President: Prime Minister (Mr Joseph Lyons)
Vice Presidents: Governors of each State of the Commonwealth
Chairman: Alderman ES Marks
Executive Committee: Messrs HG Alderson (Rowing), HK Maxwell (Cycling), D
Hellmrich (Swimming), FG Underwood (Boxing and
Wrestling), HR Weir (Athletics)
Hon Secretary-Treasurer: Mr JSW Eve
Representative on the London-based British Empire Games Association: Mr SA
Middleton491
Ernest and Eve had been the non-constitutional body’s pro tem chairman and secretary–
treasurer respectively since February 1930. Ernest had attended the meeting as a delegate of
the AAUA and as the pro tem chairman. The association’s representative on the Londonbased British Empire Games Federation (BEGF) was Syd Middleton, a member of the gold
medal-winning Wallabies in 1908 and the rowing eight at Stockholm 1912. One of the first
decisions of the new association was to advise the BEGF that Melbourne would not be
applying to host the 1934 Empire Games.

A meeting held in London on 4 November 1935 resulted in representatives from England,
Scotland, Wales, South Africa, Australia (James Taylor, Harry Alderson and Middleton),
New Zealand, Newfoundland and Canada unanimously deciding to award the 1938 Empire
Games to Sydney.492 Ernest Marks expressed his delight at the decision that had been assisted
by the support of the New South Wales Government, particularly in guaranteeing the
provision of ₤10,000 towards the costs of staging the Empire Games.493 The Argus reported
Ernest’s thoughts on what contributed to the final decision, as well as possible limitations on
the sizes of the teams coming to Sydney:
It is indeed pleasing to know that the many teams we [Australia] had sent abroad have been
so successful that we are being repaid by the allotment of this important Empire fixture to
Sydney. Naturally we do not expect to have such large teams of athletes from Britain and
491
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some of the dominions as have attended other Empire games held nearer to those countries
but we feel sure that the quality will make up for any deficiency in numbers.494

Six weeks later, the gloss was taken off Ernest Marks’s delight when, at the December 1935
meeting of the NSWAAA, a movement developed to have him dumped from the ABEGA. A
number of executive members of the New South Wales body thought that he was not
attending to grass roots athletics in their state and that he had not acted in the best interests of
athletics when chairman of the ABEGA. As a result, they wanted their delegates to the
AAUA to have Ernest voted out from being that union’s delegate to the ABEGA. The Referee
in reporting the situation, attempted to analyse the reasons for the push to have Ernest
removed, and posed a counter argument:
Does the N.S.W.A.A.A. wish Mr. Marks to be merely an onlooker at their various club
meetings in Sydney ... Does it not seem more likely that the N.S.W.A.A.A. should wish to
benefit in its international administrative sphere from the wonderful experience in athletics
which Mr. Marks has gained in half a century’s connection with sport? ... If no one is found to
oppose Mr. Marks as N.S.W. representative [on the ABEGA], he will again be elected. That
is what should occur in fairness to a great worker for the sport.495

At the biennial meeting of the AAUA, in Hobart in January 1936, the delegates from New
South Wales succeed in mounting a case to have Ernest Marks deemed unsuitable to represent
the union on the ABEGA and the AOF. This unexpected, shattering and humiliating
experience for Ernest moved him to address the conference, making a number of claims about
his service to athletics never previously aired:
I have given my whole life to athletics, and I claim to be solely responsible for the Empire
Games coming to Australia in 1938. I cannot believe even now that I am not going to [be] set
until the meeting in Melbourne shortly. All the negotiations are in my hands. I received letters
from various States: I did not believe such an action possible after my 36 years as secretary,
and after being the founder of nearly every association in Australia. I do not think it will be
accepted by other sporting bodies of other branches. I think I have done everything possible.
Without flattering myself, this is a serious thing. I can hardly believe a gathering of athletes
could pass such a motion. I had financed the Union for the first 15 years, and carried it on my
back.496
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A day later, one of the Queensland delegates to the AAUA, John Brown MLA, expressed his
regret at what the conference had done to Ernest Marks and what he thought about Ernest’s
services to athletics:
No man had done more for amateur sport in Australia than Mr. Marks ... It [the movement to
remove Ernest from the ABEGA] was well worked and well organised but that is not the true
amateur spirit. I appeal to young men in the sport to recognise the services of the pioneers of
amateur athletics in Australia. Mr. Marks is the oldest of those living at the present time
[Richard Coombes had died in April 1935] ... The sport was the worse off because of the loss
of Mr. Marks in the official capacity he had held for so long. Mr. Marks had attended every
championship meeting in Australia since the union had been formed and had been to the
Olympic Games three times. He had never got a penny out of the sport, but had always paid
his own expenses.497

Within a month, Ernest Marks’s confidence in the other sporting bodies was vindicated when
a mail vote of the unions comprising the ABEGA, those of athletics, swimming, boxing and
wrestling, cycling and rowing, confirmed him as the chairman of the association even though
he was not a delegate of any of them.498

The BEGF met in Berlin in August 1936, in conjunction with the Olympic Games, to consider
the draft program for the Sydney Empire Games. The Australians at the meeting were two
members of the organising committee for Sydney, in James Taylor, who was in Berlin as the
chairman of the AOF, and Harry Alderson, manager of the Australian Olympic team, plus the
London-based Syd Middleton.499 On 16 October 1936, the executive of the ABEGA received
Alderson’s report from the Berlin meeting. The program for the Empire Games submitted by
the association had been accepted with the exception of one event (400 metres breaststroke).
The organising committee, comprising a number of prominent men in amateur sport in
Australia, under the guiding hand of Ernest Marks, was now ready to commence the
preparations for the Games, to be staged in fifteen months’ time.500
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Six weeks out from the Empire Games, the Earl of Lonsdale, the president of the BEGF, sent
a letter of thanks and encouragement to Ernest Marks and the organising committee:
I write to say how greatly I appreciate being the president of the British Empire Games
Federation, as I believe the Games have a real and practical value in promoting the interest of
the Empire. I know that was so in 1934, when I had the pleasure of making acquaintance with
the several teams in London, and I also know that in 1930, at Hamilton, Ontario, the outcome
was equally satisfactory.
I am familiar with the hard work necessary to organise the meeting and I offer my warm
thanks to you and to your colleagues for your splendid efforts, which will, I am confident, be
crowned with success.
The 150th Anniversary of the founding of Australia is a most memorable name day in our
history, and I assure you that the Mother Country is with you heart and soul.
If an opportunity presents itself I should be glad if the members of your contingent could be
given my message to wish them great happiness and the best of luck.501

The first large-scale international Games to be staged in Australia were opened by the
Governor of New South Wales, Lord Wakehurst, on Saturday 5 February 1938 before 30,000
people at the Sydney Cricket Ground. Others on the dais were the Prime Minister, Mr. Lyons,
the Premier of New South Wales, Mr. Stevens, the Lord Mayor of Sydney, Alderman Nock,
the New South Wales Minister for the 150th Anniversary Celebrations, Mr. Dunningham,
Chairman of the BGEF, Sir James Leigh Wood, Chairman of the AOF, James Taylor and
Ernest Marks in his roles of Chairman of the ABEGA and Chairman of the Organising
Committee for the Empire Games.502
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Figure 24: Opening of IIIrd Empire Games, Sydney Cricket Ground

The counties in attendance were, in order of marching, England, Scotland, Wales, Northern
Ireland, Bermuda, British Guiana, Canada, Ceylon, India, New Zealand, South Africa,
Southern Rhodesia, Trinidad and Australia.503
A week later, after eight days of sun-drenched competition in 70 events, at a ceremony at
Henson Park, Sir James Leigh Wood closed the IIIrd Empire Games. Sir James invited the
youth of the Empire to compete at the yet-to-be-selected host city of the next Empire Games
in 1942.504 Ernest Marks presented representatives from the competing countries with the
flags that had been borne before their marching teams at the opening ceremony.505 On the
morning of the closing ceremony, The Sydney Morning Herald summed up the sporting
festival:
Although not so spectacular as the opening scenes, the closing ceremonies of the Empire
Games today will mark the conclusion of an international gathering which has never
previously been equalled in Australia, and will not for many years be seen again in Sydney.506

Once again, war clouds were building up over Europe, and Asia as well, and by the scheduled
time of the next Empire Games, those clouds were well and truly broken and raining death
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and destruction across the globe. The next Empire Games were not held until 1950, in
Auckland, New Zealand. In Australia, the next international Games were the Olympic Games
in Melbourne, in 1956, and the next Empire Games were the VIIth British Empire and
Commonwealth Games in Perth, in 1962. The next international Games in Sydney were the
Olympic Games, in 2000.507

The value of the Empire Games was
assessed in March when The Mercury ran a
column under the heading ‘Olympiads
Criticised’. It reported that Jack
Dunningham believed that the Olympic
Games were becoming too commercialised.
Harry Alderson, speaking from his
experiences as the manager of the
Australian Olympic team at Berlin, agreed
with Dunningham and added that, without
Figure 25: Victory Medal - obverse

reform, the accomplishments for sport of
the Olympic Games would be less than

those of the Empire Games. Alderson observed that the organising committee for Berlin 1936
was nominal; the German government had run the Olympic Games. In attempts to advertise
their countries through the Olympic Games, Alderson suspected that governments were
flouting amateurism by funding leading athletes to train full time. In conclusion, he believed
that the Japanese Government was aiming for Tokyo 1940 to top Berlin 1936 in the national
propaganda stakes. The article ended with Ernest Marks’s thoughts ‘that from the standpoint
of truly amateur sport the British Empire Games unquestionably stood above the Olympic
Games’.508

In the King’s Birthday Honours on 9 June 1938, Ernest Samuel Marks became a Commander
of the Order of the British Empire (CBE) in the Civil List for ‘Public service in New South
Wales’.509 Jack Dunningham, who had died suddenly in May, received a posthumous
knighthood. Ernest’s fellow sports administrators Harry Alderson and Billy Hill became
507
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Members of the Order of the British Empire (MBE). Later in June, the financial results of the
Empire Games were produced with payments exceeding receipts by ₤7,600. Hence, from the
₤10,000 guaranteed by the New South Wales Government there was almost ₤2,400 in
‘change’.510

In July 1938, Japan relinquished the right to host the Olympic Games (Tokyo) and the
Olympic Winter Games (Sapporo) that had been scheduled for 1940. The IOC re-awarded the
Olympic Games to Helsinki, Finland and the Olympic Winter Games to St Moritz,
Switzerland.

The remainder of 1938 saw Alderman Ernest Marks CBE continue with his various roles in
the Municipal Council of Sydney, in particular as vice chairman of the Health and By-Laws
Committee. With sport, he was still involved with swimming, rugby, the Empire and Olympic
Games at state and national levels, as well as other clubs and associations, including those for
rugby, cricket and athletics, in northern Sydney.511 His principal charitable activities were
with the Red Cross Society, St John Ambulance and the United Charities Fund.

8.8

Conclusion

The 1930s were most eventful and busy for Ernest Marks. Although he was no longer a
member of the State Parliament he made a number of attempts to return. He attended the 1932
Olympic Games in Los Angeles where his reputation in world sport was enhanced. Whilst in
Los Angeles, he participated in the First International Congress on Sport and Leisure and was
elected to the committee. Perhaps his greatest achievement during the decade was his leading
of the Australian Empire Games Movement which successfully bid for, and then staged, the
Empire Games in Sydney in 1938 as part of the city’s sesquicentenary celebrations. He was
the chairman of the organising committee for those Games and months later was rewarded
with the CBE for his public service in New South Wales. Ernest Marks continued to be active
in the Municipal Council of Sydney with his particular love of playgrounds for young people.
His work with charities increased.
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Figure 26: Empire Games postcard
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Introduction

This chapter covers the period from the year of the commencement of World War II until
Ernest Marks’s death in 1947. For much of the time he was in his seventies, but there was no
let-up in his work, particularly as an alderman on the Municipal Council of Sydney, with his
charities and a new war effort and, of course, sport. Throughout the war, he maintained
contact with the European-based leaders of the Olympic Movement who, with the end of
hostilities, commenced preparing for the resumption of the Olympic Games. He too looked to
future Olympic and Empire Games in a world of peace. Months before his death, he became
the vice chairman of the Australian Olympic Federation in the lead-up to the Olympic Games
in London in 1948. The legacies of Ernest Samuel Marks are also examined.

9.2

Time for a breather?

Ernest Marks’s effectiveness, and the respect with which he was held by his political
opponents in the MCS, were highlighted after he announced, at the end of 1938, that all the
work allocated to the Health and By-Laws Committee during the year had been completed.
Labor aldermen Shannon and O’Dea spoke on behalf of their party in praising Ernest’s
impartiality in his role as the vice chairman of the committee.512 He had been at the helm of
the Health and By-Laws committee for a total of eleven years, the last eight in succession.
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Over the 1939 New Year period, Ernest Marks made another of his many visits to New
Zealand. Upon his arrival in Auckland, he announced with some pride that the City of Sydney
was soon to borrow one million pounds, to be spent over the coming decade on improvements
throughout the city. Being an ardent supporter of the Playground Movement, he added that the
MCS was spending ₤20,000 per annum on children’s activities which, he said, experts had
labelled as world leading.513 Whilst travelling around the two islands, Ernest was touched by
the national spirit and civic pride shown by private citizens and corporations in providing gifts
of money or land to cities and to the nation. One of the gifts he noted was ₤5,000 for
playground equipment in Christchurch. He lamented the lack of similar generosity by the
wealthy burghers and businesses in Sydney.514 It was the Pioneer Bicycle Club in
Christchurch, that had, in 1896, provided Ernest and Laurance Phillips with a model for the
New South Wales Sports Club in Sydney.

February 1939 saw Ernest Marks honour a promise, made in 1936, when he presented his
extensive collection of sporting books to the Mitchell Library, then within the Public Library
of New South Wales.515 The Sydney Morning Herald of 24 February 1939 predicted that the
generous gift ‘will be appreciated by the sporting public of Australia’. A prediction that came
to fruition in the succeeding decades. Three years earlier, Ernest had presented to the IOC his
collection of early writings on the modern Olympic Games.516
The athletics events of the 1938 Empire Games had been staged on the ‘fast’ grass of the
Sydney Cricket Ground, under sunny skies. However, the manager of the English team, Evan
Hunter wondered how the running events would have been affected if it had rained. In that
case, Hunter believed that a cinder track would have been a necessity. Although many of the
competing athletes returned fast times on the grass, the manager of the Australian team,
Wilfrid Kent Hughes, was another ‘advocate of the cinder track’.517 In August 1939, Ernest
Marks announced that the Moore Park sportsground ‘was now ready for the laying of the
cinder track and it was anticipated that it would be ready for use for sporting functions in
about 12 months’.518
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9.3

Social work and playgrounds

The Board of Social Study and Training (BSST) was formed in mid-1928 in response to a
pressing need for trained social workers in New South Wales, in particular Sydney. The
original board, comprising delegates from sixteen government and non-government agencies
with an interest in social work, imposed a sunset on its own existence by having an aim for
the University of Sydney to assume the responsibility for the education of social workers. The
BSST existed on the donations of funds and value-in-kind gifts from the private sector. Dr
John Purdy represented the Health Department of the Municipal Council of Sydney on the
original executive committee of the BSST. In 1934 Ernest Marks was co-opted to that group.
Another member of the executive committee was Professor Harvey Sutton who was
particularly passionate about children’s welfare and public health. The Victorian-born Sutton
was an Olympian, having competed in the 800 metres track event at London 1908.519 Besides
contributing his excellent knowledge of the value of playgrounds and recreation facilities for
young folk, Ernest also exhibited his renowned philanthropic bent by donating office
equipment for the use of the BSST.520 The following years saw the Municipal Council of
Sydney entrust the BSST with the supervision of the Camperdown Park (1935), King George
V Memorial (1937) and Prince Albert Park Coronation (1939) Playgrounds. The MCS also
vested the supervision of the Moore Park Playground to the Kindergarten Union of New
South Wales. All these playgrounds were opened whilst Ernest Marks was Vice Chairman of
the Health and By-Laws Committee of the MCS. The 1938-39 report of the BSST
acknowledged that the provision of the playgrounds by the MCS provided world-leading
opportunities for the training of social workers:
These playgrounds provide a unique opportunity for training our students in group work, and
in work with families and individuals. Authorities abroad consider that this field
provided/provides students with an unexcelled approach to individual and family problems.
Your Committee would like to remind you again of the magnificent example set by the
Municipal Council of Sydney in the social service aspect of its work. Showing great courage
and foresight during the worst period of the depression, it gave fresh impetus to the
development of playground work.521

Ernest remained a member of the executive until the end of 1939 when, with the assistance of
newly acquired State Government funding, an original aim of the agency was met with the
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creation of the Board of Training at the University of Sydney, which assumed the role of the
training of social workers. In a little over a decade of existence, the BSST had pioneered the
acceptance of the need for professional social workers in New South Wales, and had
facilitated their subsequent training,522

In 1941, The Sydney Morning Herald produced an article that lamented the lack of playing
areas for the children of Sydney and observed that only one municipality, North Sydney, had
provided trained supervisors for the playgrounds within its jurisdiction.523 Harvey Sutton,
Chairman of the Playground Unit, Sydney University Settlement, and former President of the
BSST, promptly wrote a reply to the newspaper. He pointed out that whilst the article was
‘excellent’ the staff reporter had overlooked ‘the remarkably fine effort of the Municipal
Council of Sydney … in establishing playgrounds with trained play supervisors, [that]
compares favourably, as Alderman Marks has repeatedly testified, with any similar effort
elsewhere in the world’.524

9.4

Another war and continuation of his public life

World War II erupted on 3 September 1939. During the war years, Ernest Marks was reelected for the Gipps Ward of the MCS in the municipal elections of 1941 and 1944, and in
each of the calendar years he retained his position as the vice-chairman of the Health and
Recreations Committee, formerly the Health and By-Laws Committee.525 There were many
newspaper reports about his council activities, particularly in the areas which were aligned
with his acute social awareness. These included the distribution of food to the poor,
improvement of library services, civic pride, enhancing the sporting facilities of the city,
especially for athletics and swimming and, of course, providing playgrounds for the young
folk in central Sydney, particularly for the underprivileged.

At the 1942 ceremony to celebrate the centenary of the City of Sydney, Ernest said that:
… since he was first elected as an alderman in 1920 he had made the erection of a new library
his main work and hoped that at last his ideals would be realised and that Sydney would have
a municipal library of which its citizens would be proud.526
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This was in addition to him being lauded constantly for his work with playgrounds and
generally becoming known as Sydney’s ‘father of the playground movement’.
Ernest Marks’s long-standing desire for the recognition of the war service of MCS employees
was seen when, in early 1940, a tender was accepted for the erection of an honour board at the
town hall; more than twenty years after the armistice of World War I. He noted the delay by
saying that ‘it would be a standing disgrace if this council did not carry out the promise given
to the men who enlisted in the last war … when this war is over we will have another honour
roll’.527 A postscript to this exercise came in 1947 when, in discussing the roll of honour for
World War II, the finance committee of the MCS discovered that honour board for the Great
War was still in storage and had not been erected ‘because of the military situation’.528

As in World War I, Ernest Marks embarked on a hectic schedule of patriotic activities during
the new global conflict. He was a member of the Lord Mayor’s Patriotic and War Fund and
headed sub-committees of the Red Cross Society for Red Cross Day and Prisoners of War
Day. The latter two appeals resulted in the raising of over ₤1,000,000.529 In 1943, he was
chairman of a sub-committee in the Gipps Ward supporting the Fourth Liberty Loan
campaign.530 Throughout the war he continued as chairman of the United Charities Fund and
as either chairman or vice chairman of the New South Wales Division of the Red Cross
Society and the St John Ambulance Association.

9.5

Garnering accolades and losing family and contemporaries

In early 1940, Ernest Marks was elected the president of the Union of Old Athletes (UOA).531
The group had been inaugurated in December 1936 to ‘cultivate a feeling of camaraderie
amongst men who have participated in the sport, to foster and improve present conditions, and
to initiate schemes for the advancement generally of amateur athletics’.532 Ernest succeeded
the late William ‘Bill’ Alexander who had been the union’s only president. Alexander, who
died in September 1939, was another of a coterie of capable administrators who had provided
New South Wales amateur sport, particularly athletics, with yeoman service for over forty
years. He attended Stockholm 1912 as Australasia’s section manager for athletics. Alexander,
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like Ernest, was a foundation member of the New South Wales Sports Club.533 At the UOA’s
inaugural meeting, during which the draft constitution was approved, a number of old
athletes, including Ernest, spoke in support of the fledgling body.534 Another who spoke was
Arthur Oxlade, who had Ernest to thank for his surviving to become an ‘old athlete’. In 1901,
it was the young Oxlade who was skylarking dangerously near to the unstable edge of the
geyser in Rotorua when Ernest saved him from a fiery death.

Later in 1940, Ernest Marks and Frank Underwood were elected life members of the New
South Wales Amateur Boxing and Wrestling Association (NSWABWA), after almost 80
years of combined service to the sport in the state.535 Through his positions at the Sports Club
in the early 1900s, Ernest was one of the founding fathers of the state amateur boxing
championships. The NSWABWA meeting decided to contribute to the war effort by devoting
half the proceeds from the upcoming New South Wales championships to the purchasing of
sporting material for the armed services. Ernest and Underwood had been associated over the
years through amateur boxing and wrestling, the Sports Club and the Empire and Olympic
Games. The two had been involved in an attempt, in 1922, to develop a proposal to enable
old-time boxer Albert ‘Griffo’ Griffiths to return to Australia. The New South Wales-born
Griffo had scaled the heights of professional boxing in the United States and then had
plummeted reputedly to a life of poverty in New York. Ernest’s involvement with the
proposal was another example of his concern for the welfare of his fellow citizens. In the
event, the proposal was abandoned when it was confirmed that Griffo was not destitute, as
had been reported, and was living a reasonable life.536 At the boxing association’s 1941
annual meeting, Ernest, a vice president, advised that the next Empire Games would be in
Toronto, Canada after the war, and then spoke on the merits of amateur boxing: ‘A trip
overseas by an amateur is a much greater thing for a boy than earning a few pounds as a
preliminary professional boxer’.537 During that year, at seventy years of age, he was the
manager of the New South Wales boxing and wrestling team.538

Percy Joseph Marks, in his 74th year, passed away on 22 June 1941, at his home in Kirribilli.
Obituaries appeared in the press, including The Sydney Morning Herald, with the most
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substantial in The Hebrew Standard and the Australian Jewish Historical Society Journal and
Proceedings. The Hebrew Standard emphasised his activities within the Jewish community
when it said, ‘the tradition of communal service was espoused by Mr. Percy Marks therefore
he was consistently associated with all Jewish activities’.539 Percy and his siblings had
inherited the predilection for the service of others from their father. As addressed in Chapter 1
(Introduction), Percy and Ernest shared a love of sport in their younger days but in the
succeeding years the older brother had channelled most of his administrative energies into
more learned pursuits.

Away from his occupation as a solicitor, Percy Marks was passionate about Australian
history, his Jewish faith and especially its education and local history, Zionism, literature, in
particular Shakespeare’s, numismatics, debating, writing and book collecting.540 In the late
1890s he wrote articles for The Jewish Herald and for a short time edited The Australian
Hebrew with a young Daniel Levy. In 1938, he founded and became the first president of the
Australian Jewish Historical Society541 and was a font of knowledge, and a grand accumulator
of information and literature, associated with his faith. Shortly before his death, he sent part of
his valuable collection of literature to the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. In addition to
Percy’s obituary, The Hebrew Standard reported that a number of Zionist organisations had
planned to honour his name by planting an olive grove in Palestine.542 An involvement with
sport did not completely disappear as Percy got older. He was a director of the Sports Club, of
which he and Ernest were foundation members, for eight years until 1930.543 In addition, he
was a sometime honorary solicitor for the Royal Life Saving Society in New South Wales.

Percy was buried at Rookwood Cemetery on 24 June 1941, with the inscription on his
headstone, ‘Percy Joseph Marks, Son of late Joseph and Elizabeth Marks, Departed this life
22nd June 1941, Aged 73 Years’. An additional inscription included on the grave was the seal
of the AJHS. The value of Percy Marks’s estate, for probate purposes, was ₤24,900.544 The
Percy Joseph Marks Prize was established in 1950 at the University of Sydney through a
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bequest from his estate. Up to six prizes are awarded annually in the Department of Hebrew,
Biblical and Jewish Studies in the Faculty of Arts.545
Three years after Percy Marks’s death, Ernest Marks in 1944 became the third president of the
AJHS, having been one of the foundation members, along with his siblings, and a member of
the general committee since 1941. In his role of president, he submitted a motion to the MCS
in 1946 seeking the council’s support in preserving the Hyde Park Barracks from the
demolition that had been scheduled as part of the Macquarie Street replanning scheme. Ernest
believed that the barracks were a fine example of the work of the ex-convict colonial architect
Francis Greenway.546 The barracks survived, due to a concerted campaign by the people of
Sydney, and in June 2010 were included on the UNESCO (United Nations Education,
Scientific and Cultural Organisation) World Heritage list of Australian Convict Sites.547 His
work at the helm of the AJHS saw the body continue to develop. Somehow, he also found the
time to contribute articles on early Australian Jewish history to the society’s journal.548
In June 1944, James ‘Pa’ Taylor CBE died. A few months younger than Ernest Marks, Taylor
had been the president of the New South Wales Swimming Association since 1909. Ernest
had been a member of the association’s council in all of those years, including being chairman
from 1909 until 1922.549 At the time of his death, Taylor, a competitive swimmer and water
polo player in his youth, had been the chairman of the AOF for 30 years and a member of the
IOC since 1924. He was the first Australian-born member of the IOC, with his predecessors
Leonard Cuff being born in New Zealand and Richard Coombes from England. Taylor
received his CBE in the King’s Birthday Honours in 1933 for being ‘Chairman of the
Australian Olympic Federation’.550 He had attended every Olympic Games between the wars.
In 1942, he and Ernest became the first life members of the NSWASA.551 At the NSWASA’s
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annual meeting, not long after Taylor’s death, Ernest was elected the president,552 47 years
after first joining the body as an East Sydney Amateur Swimming Club delegate.
In the same month as Taylor’s death, Ernest Marks was named as one of the supporters of the
founding of the Rugby Club of New South Wales. It was proposed to establish a club, in its
own premises, as headquarters for the sport’s administration and for social activities. Other
‘prominent persons’ supporting the concept were fellow MCS alderman, James McMahon,
and Bede Smith who was a member of the McMahon-managed 1908 Wallabies.553 Members
of the provisional committee for the proposed club were Charles Moses, the general manager
of the Australian Broadcasting Commission, and Billy Hill, another long-time contemporary
of Ernest in sporting administration, particularly rugby and swimming. Hill had been
president of the NSWRU for ten years, 1933-1943. At the union’s 1942 annual meeting, he
and Justice Herron had displayed similar sentiments as Ernest’s regarding the value of games
during wartime.554 Ernest Marks remained a vice president of the NSWRU throughout the war
and in 1946 was elected a life member of the council.

9.6

Olympic Games and post-war sport

The New South Wales Olympic Council held its biennial meeting on 12 January 1939 where
Ernest Marks was elected vice president and a delegate to the AOF.555 That meeting saw
Ernest second a motion to refer the matter of copyright protection for Olympic emblems to
the AOF, for submission to the IOC. It seemed that professional cyclists had been misusing
the Olympic insignia.556 Three weeks later, he attended the AOF’s annual conference, in
Melbourne, at which he contributed to the discussion on Australia’s National Games.557 Over
the next few months he was involved with the launching of a public fundraising campaign to
send an Australian team to the 1940 Olympic Games.558 In early 1940, the AOF suggested
that, because of the war, its annual conference would not be held that year, nor in future years,
until the war was over.559 Just over a month later, Finland announced that the 1940 Olympic
Games in Helsinki were cancelled.
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At the 1941 annual meeting of the Northern Suburbs Rugby Union Club, of which he was
patron, Ernest Marks had said that sporting clubs were duty bound to continue with games to
help the players maintain the level of fitness required to defend Australia.560 A year earlier, at
the annual meeting of the Northern Suburbs Amateur Athletic Association, he had expressed
similar thoughts on the fitness of eligible servicemen living in a country at war.561

Throughout the war, Ernest Marks, as chairman of the Australian British Empire Games
Association, was apprised of any developments within the IOC through the receiving of
regular letters from Sigfrid Edström in Sweden. Edström, president of the International
Amateur Athletic Federation since 1912 and vice president of the IOC since 1931, had
maintained contact with most of his fellow senior IOC members, although they could not
meet because of the hostilities in the Northern Hemisphere. Ernest had first met Edström at
Stockholm 1912. It was the Swede who had invited Ernest to be an athletics official at
Antwerp 1920 and Paris 1924 and had presided at the IAAF when he (Ernest) received his
Veteran Pin in 1932. When Edström visited Australia in early 1936, Ernest had met him a
number of times, including arranging for him to inspect various sporting facilities controlled
by the Municipal Council of Sydney, and the Sydney Cricket Ground.562 Edström was
appointed the acting president of the IOC in 1944, following the death in an aeroplane
accident in 1942 of Count Henri de Baillet-Latour.563
The war had put a halt to the laying of the long-sought cinder athletic track in Moore Park and
the area was used as a dump by the Royal Australian Air Force. In late July 1944, the
NSWAAA was hoping for the MCS and the New South Wales Government to cooperate to
complete the new cinder track ‘after the war’. The Sydney Morning Herald noted that Ernest’s
efforts had resulted in obtaining the Moore Park site and that ‘it will be the only track here
built on European and American lines’.564 At the annual meeting of the NSWAAA, in May
1945, he ‘tipped’ that the next Olympic Games would be held in 1952, based on an Edström
letter. At that meeting, he was elected a life member of the association.565 Three weeks later,
he received another letter from Edström who hoped to gather the IOC members together in
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early 1946, if the war with Japan was finished, to allocate the next Olympic Games, most
probably to London, in 1948.566

World War II was drawing to a close when, in March 1945, the NSWRU asked Charles
Moses, who was now one of the vice presidents, to contact a number of rugby men in
England, who were current or former servicemen, to ‘inaugurate services football for
repatriated prisoners and all sections of the armed forces in or returning through England’.567
One of those to be contacted was Syd Middleton, with whom Ernest’s association had
stretched to forty years. Middleton might not have been able to achieve much on this front as
he unexpectedly died in September 1945.

The sporting pages of The Daily Telegraph on 11 May 1945, a few days after Adolph Hitler
had been reported dead, contained an article headed ‘Private grudge is avenged’ that
expounded Ernest Marks’s thoughts on the war and the future of the Olympic Games. The
announcement of the Fuhrer’s death was music to his ears. He eagerly looked forward to the
finding of the body. Ernest believed that Hitler’s anti-Semitism had cost him a trip to the 1936
Olympic Games. Being Jewish, and possibly being in a managerial role for the Australian
Olympic team, led him to believe that this might have led to some unpleasant situations whilst
in Germany, and hence he declined the trip. The Telegraph continued that he despised Hitler
so much in the lead-up to Berlin 1936 that he described him as a ‘twirp [sic]’. The balance of
the article talked about Ernest’s life in sport and announced that his will directs ‘all his
trophies, Olympic and Empire Games medals, and his Swedish decoration (from King Gustaf
V in 1912) to the Sydney Technological Museum’. Ernest wanted Germany banned for ten
years from competing at post-war Olympic Games568 and a similar penalty imposed on
Japan.569 True to his amateur roots, he hoped that the burgeoning ‘shamateursim in the
Olympic Games would be outlawed’.570 The IOC duly met in April 1946 and confirmed
Sigfrid Edström as its fourth president.571 Two months earlier, the IOC had officially awarded
the 1948 Olympic Games to London and announced that Germany and Japan would not be
invited to send teams.572
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The New South Wales Sports Club was celebrated its golden jubilee in 1946 with the
publishing of 50th Anniversary, 1896-1946, of the New South Wales Sports Club Limited.
Ernest Marks was listed as one of four initial members, elected on 4 May 1896, who still held
membership. Another was Harry Holden who had joined with Ernest and Laurance Phillips in
calling the meeting to consider the establishment of the club. Ernest had been honorary
chairman of directors of the club, from 1902 until 1926 inclusive, for half of its life.573
Fourteen other chairmen shared the balance of the fifty years. The book noted that Ernest had
managed the New South Wales combined boxing and wrestling teams to Australasian and
Australian championships in 1921 (Brisbane), 1923 (Hobart) and 1924 (Melbourne).574
The middle of 1946 saw Ernest Marks having a role in two major announcements regarding
parks and sporting facilities in Sydney. In June the Health and Recreations Committee of the
MCS, of which he was still the vice chairman, agreed to recommend a long-range scheme for
improving existing, and developing new, parks in the City of Sydney.575 A month later he
announced that the State Government was injecting additional funds into the building of the
Moore Park sporting ground to make it ‘suitable for holding Olympic Games’. In addition,
floodlighting could be included.576 At the 1947 annual meeting of the NSWAAA, where
Charles Moses was elected president, Ernest submitted a plan to train athletes for London
1948 on a cinder track at Moore Park.577
The AOF had not met for eight years when urgings from the states, primarily Victoria,
precipitated the convening of a meeting to commence the planning for London 1948.578 Hence
in July 1947, a year out from London 1948, the AOF belatedly met and where the ‘deeply
shocked’ delegates discussed the meagre assistance offered by the Federal Government
towards the sending of a team to London. At the meeting Harry Alderson, formerly vice
chairman, was elected chairman to fill the vacancy caused by James Taylor’s death. Ernest
Marks, at the age of 76, was appointed vice chairman, over 50 years after his first
involvement with the Olympic Games.579 He announced that Sydney’s new cinder track
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would be ready for use in early 1948.580 Urgency did not seem to be a major concern for the
AOF, as the next meeting was ‘probably to be held late this year’. Three weeks after the AOF
meeting, Ernest became the vice president of the NSWOC. At the NSWOC meeting, he
reported on a letter he had received from Evan Hunter, secretary of the British Olympic
Association, about the expected austere food situation for athletes at London 1948 due to the
post-war rationing that was still in operation in Britain.581

9.7

Death and legacy

Ernest Marks passed away on Tuesday 2 December 1947, at St Luke’s Private Hospital,
Darlinghurst. The official cause of death was uraemia, kidney failure. He had been battling an
enlarged prostate gland for the previous eight years. The doctor who certified his death was
Keith Kirkland, a 1920 Olympian who had also provided medical services to the AOF over
the previous two decades.

Ernest Marks was 76 years old. A 500-word obituary appeared in The Sydney Morning
Herald on 4 December detailing his life in business, charities, sport and his Municipal
Council of Sydney work. Salient paragraphs included:
Alderman Marks probably did more for amateur sport in Australia than any other man.
He believed the one sure way to personal and national prosperity was to teach young people
how to play. He put this belief into practice by working, through his position on the City
Council, for the establishment of children’s playgrounds and encouraging young people to
participate in organised sport.582

The flag on the Sydney Town Hall was flown at half-mast on 3 December 1947.

Other obituaries appeared in The Hebrew Standard and the Australian Jewish Historical
Society Journal and Proceedings. Both of these publications highlighted Ernest’s
contributions to the Jewish community as well as his ‘manifold public activities for several
decades’.583 The AJHS journal noted that his work with the Jewish community emanated from
a family tradition of service and spoke of his term as president of the historical society from
1944 until his death.
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Throughout his Presideney [sic], the Society made steady and continuous progress. The
inspiration of his personality and of his life of service to his fellow men is impressed on the
Society’s operations. His guiding hand will be missed.584

Ernest’s death was noted in the 1948-1949 American Jewish Year Book which listed him,
along with Sir Isaac Isaacs and Colonel Arthur W Hyman, as three of the most prominent
members of Australia’s Jewish community who had recently passed away.585 The ten-line
vignette about his life mentioned him as being from ‘an old Australian Jewish family of
British origin’, his work with the Municipal Council of Sydney and with the Australian Red
Cross, his Olympic connections, and that at the time of his death he was the president of the
AJHS. He was not unknown to the Jewish community in the United States as, when he had
become the Lord Mayor of Sydney, his photograph in full ceremonial robes had appeared on
the cover of The American Hebrew.586

He had also served the Jewish community of Sydney through sport as the president of the
Maccabean Social Athletic Club in the 1920s. At the annual presentation night in April 1925
he regaled the audience with the recent history of the club and ’exhorted every athlete to be a
sport on and off the field and moreover to be a credit to Jewry always’.587

Ernest Marks was buried at Rookwood Cemetery on 3 December 1947, with the inscription
on his headstone, ‘Ernest Samuel Marks, Son of Joseph and Elizabeth Marks, Died 2nd Dec.
1947, Aged 76 Years’.
The value of Ernest Marks’s estate, for probate purposes, was ₤15,252.588 The beneficiaries of
his will included the New South Wales Amateur Swimming Association (₤100), New South
Wales Amateur Athletic Association (₤100), New South Wales Rugby Union (₤100),
Australian Jewish Historical Society (₤25), charities, hospitals, personal acquaintances, staff
and former staff and many Jewish organisations. He also left the Rookwood Cemetery ₤150
for the upkeep of his grave and those of Joseph and Percy.
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The NSWRU purchased the E.S. Marks Memorial Plaque (E.S. Marks Shield) which is
awarded to the minor premier in the Sydney first grade rugby competition. From its bequest,
the NSWAAA presents the annual E.S. Marks Memorial Award for the most outstanding
athletic achievement for the year.589

At the first executive meeting of the NSWOC
following Ernest’s death there was a minute’s
silence in respect for their late vice president.
John Dexter replaced Ernest as vice president
and Hugh Weir became a delegate to the AOF.
John Percival Tate replaced Ernest as a Civic
Reform alderman for the Gipps Ward in the
Municipal Council of Sydney.

The 1948 Olympic Games in London came
and went, without Australian athletes training
on Australian cinders. On 21 December 1948,
a foundation stone was laid at the proposed
memorial gates of the newly named E.S.
Figure 27: Gates to the E.S. Marks Athletics
Field

Marks Athletic Field.590 The cinder track was
first used for competition over two years after

Ernest Marks’s death. Alderman Ernest O’Dea, the Lord Mayor-elect of Sydney, said at the
laying of the foundation stone that:
… there was no surer way of obtaining the interest of the deceased [when he was an
alderman] than by putting forward some proposal for the bettering of facilities available in the
sports and play-grounds of the Metropolis.591

There was a minute’s silence in memory of Ernest at the Twentieth Conference of the
Amateur Athletic Union of Australia in January 1948.592 At the next conference, in January
1949, it was resolved to investigate the creation of the E.S. Marks Memorial Shield593 and a
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year later the shield was instituted, for competition between the state teams at the then
biennial Australian Cross-Country Championships.594

One of the greatest legacies of Ernest Marks was the E.S. Marks Sporting Collection at the
Mitchell Library. During his lifetime he progressively donated books to the library and in his
will he bequeathed what remained of his books and his most substantial collection of papers,
pamphlets, newspaper clippings, photograph and other ephemera to the library.595 When
addressing the Bibliographical Society of Australia in October 2004, Tony Marshall, Senior
Librarian, Heritage Collections, State Library of Tasmania, spoke about the benefits of
literary philanthropy when he said:

Tasmania has been disproportionately fortunate in the skill, tenacity and especially the
philanthropy of its book collectors. The State Library of Tasmania has benefited remarkably,
in one way or another, from …596

Every Mitchell Librarian since 1947 could echo those views when talking about Ernest
Samuel Marks.
Hilda Marks passed away on 8 December 1948, at her home in Darlinghurst and, like her
brothers, was buried at Rookwood Cemetery, on 10 December 1947, with the inscription on
her headstone, ‘Hilda Violette Marks, Daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth Marks, Died 8th Dec.
1948, Aged 75 Years’. The value of her estate, for probate purposes, was ₤19,994.597 At the
time of her death, Hilda was one of the eight life members of the AJHS, three of whom were
women. Her will stipulated that the considerable collection of literature, papers and other
ephemera on Australian Judaica that had been assembled by Percy Marks be passed to the
Mitchell Library and ‘preserved for the benefit of scholars and students’.598 After Percy’s
death, Ernest had been organising his brother’s library in preparation for it going to the
Mitchell Library as a discrete collection in Percy’s name.599
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A postscript contained in the Feher and Dacy (2002) paper on Percy Marks mentions the
existence of ‘anecdotal information’ as to why none of the Marks siblings ever married.600
That information was that all of them ‘carried a disease which they inherited from their
mother and were reluctant to pass it on to the next generation’. However, the fact of never
marrying must not have been in Hilda’s mind in 1924, when she wrote to her brothers from
one of her many overseas trips. It was about the time that Percy was to be best man at a
friend’s wedding and she wrote ‘when are you both going to appear in the principal part [in a
wedding]?’601 This would suggest that there had not been a ‘never marry’ pact between the
three.

9.8

Conclusion

From the end of 1938 through World War II and the immediate post-war revival of life and
sport in Australia, the seemingly indefatigable Ernest Marks, although a septuagenarian for
much of that time, continued in his work of serving sport, his community and his religion.
Throughout the war he maintained contact with the European-based leaders of the Olympic
Movement and with the end of hostilities, they and he commenced preparing for the
resumption of the Olympic Games. A few months before his death he became the vice
chairman of the Australian Olympic Federation in the lead-up to London 1948. He also
anticipated the revival of the Empire Games Movement. Over the period, he lost many of his
colleagues and his brother Percy. The many legacies of Ernest Samuel Marks have been
examined. His sister Hilda died 12 months later, thus ending the line of Joseph Marks.
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Figure 28: Portrait of ES Marks, by Joseph Wolinski
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CHAPTER 10
Conclusion
10.1 Findings
10.2 Recommendations for further research
10.3 Summary
___________________________________________________________________________

10.1

Findings

I commenced this thesis investigating the life of Ernest Samuel Marks, a proudly Jewish man
who was broadly known for his championing of amateur sport in Australia, as a highly
efficient administrator in many sports and as a long-serving alderman, and sometime Lord
Mayor, in the City of Sydney, who over half a century since his death was largely forgotten.

At the end of my research, I found Ernest Marks to be all of the above, and much more. He
was a very rare man indeed, someone who found the time and energy to devote to his love of
sport, to public service, to patriotic work and to charities, to history, to communications, to
business and to his faith. Outside his business life and his three-year term as a member of the
New South Wales Parliament, his work was unpaid and his numerous travels, associated with
sport, throughout Australia and the rest of the world, were self-funded. The time and energy
that he committed to his multifarious unpaid activities over sixty years made him an exemplar
for volunteerism. In the twenty-first century many of those activities, particularly in sport,
attract considerable financial rewards.

In my researching the plethora of available sources, especially within the E.S. Marks Sporting
Collection at the Mitchell Library of the State Library of New South Wales, about the life of
this man, the voyage of discovery very soon became an exercise in ‘What did Ernest do
next?’ His principal areas of service and influence were:
 Amateur sporting clubs and associations in Sydney, New South Wales, and Australia
and New Zealand
 The Australian Olympic Movement, through the New South Wales Olympic Council
and Australian Olympic Federation and the accompanying of Australian teams to the
Olympic Games at London 1908, Stockholm 1912 and Los Angeles 1932
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 The Empire Games Movement in Australia, including being the chairman of the peak
body from its formation in 1929 until his death. He was the prime mover in attracting
the Empire Games to Sydney in 1938 and was the chairman of the organising
committee of that first grand pageant of international sport to be hosted in this nation
 International sport, through his contribution to the debate on amateurism and his
particular links with the International Amateur Athletic Association, the Olympic and
the Empire Games Movements; at the Olympic Games at Stockholm 1912 and Los
Angeles 1932 he held official positions during the staging of swimming and athletics
events respectively; he declined invitations to act as an official at the Olympic Games
at Antwerp 1920 and Paris 1936
 The Municipal Council of Sydney (MCS) where, for a quarter of a century, he was a
highly respected alderman, and a sometime Lord Mayor, with passionate interests in
good governance, civic pride, health and recreation, with a special emphasis on the
provision of playgrounds for children, especially the underprivileged. His crusade for
enhancing the opportunities for the children of inner Sydney to play in safety led him
to be known in many circles as the ‘Father of playgrounds’
 Patriotic activities during both World Wars, with over two years’ full time work
towards the war effort during the Great War
 Manifold charities and other good causes
 Philanthropy
 Sydney’s Jewish community.

Ernest Marks was found to be a sporting administrator who embraced each of the six
characteristics, defined by Adelman (1981), that marked the modernisation of sport in
Australia, viz.:

1. He was integral to the formation and organisation of many sporting clubs and
associations locally (Sydney), regionally (New South Wales) and nationally (Australia
and Australasia)

2. He wrote rules and codes of behaviour for amateurism and a number of local, regional
and national sporting clubs and associations
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3. He was involved with the administration of competitions at all levels, from district
and state sports through Australasian and Australian championships to the Empire and
Olympic Games

4. He was involved with role differentiation, particularly the amateur-professional
divide in sport and the formation of the district sporting clubs in Sydney out of ad hoc
interest-based concerns

5. He provided public information on sport as a writer of content for the burgeoning
sporting press, the sporting pages of dailies and the handbooks and annual reports for
a number of sports with which he was associated; he also disseminated public
information on sport through the new medium of radio; he was a ready consumer of
public information on sport through his extensive reading of newspapers and as a
collector of sporting publications

6. Through the many sports with which he was associated, in particular by the Amateur
Athletic Union of Australasia/Australia, the New South Wales Amateur Athletic
Association and the New South Wales Amateur Swimming Association he was
involved with the keeping and, at times the ratification, of statistics and records.

Whilst his contribution to Australian sport had been generally known, his purview in this
regard beyond these shores had hitherto been largely unknown, especially his championing of
amateurism, his involvement with the Olympic Movement and with New Zealand sport,
especially athletics.
This study has been able to redress the paucity of writing about Ernest Marks’s contribution
to Australian sport as well as introducing many other areas of his life, with sport and beyond,
that has hitherto been unknown, underestimated or ignored. I have discovered much more. I
have corrected facts about him that have been wrong and at times had been propagated from
article to article about him.

I discovered much about Royston College, his alma mater, which was the grounding for his
love of sport. At Appendix 1, I have given a brief summary of the school as it pertained to
Ernest and Percy Marks.
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Ernest Marks worked closely with many important Sydney-based administrators of New
South Wales and Australian sport and other ex-sportsmen who made significant contributions
in this domain. One such person was Sydney Middleton, with whom Ernest Marks had
contact for almost forty years, who also had been largely forgotten, even within the sports of
rugby and rowing where he was an Olympian. Middleton was central to the organisation of
the post-World War I AIF sports and, years later, was involved with Ernest Marks in the
securing of the 1938 Empire Games for Sydney. At Appendix 2, I have provided a brief
summary of Middleton’s four-decade dealings with Ernest Marks.

It is hoped that this thesis will stimulate interest in having Ernest Marks belatedly inducted as
a General Member in the Sport Australia Hall of Fame. The induction criteria for general
membership of the Hall of Fame are:
… to recognise those who have shown excellence and had outstanding achievements in roles
supportive to sports participants (administration, coaching/training, sports media/history,
sports science/technology)602

Whilst Ernest Marks has been overlooked or forgotten for induction into the Hall of Fame, a
number of his Sydney-based contemporary administrators including James Taylor, Sir Harry
Alderson, Richard Coombes and Billy Hill have been inducted over the years. Alderson’s
entry in the Australian Dictionary of Biography includes the words, ‘In an era when there
were few tangible rewards, Sir Harold was one of a small band willing to work hard and long
for amateur sport’.603 Ernest Marks was certainly a member of that ‘small willing band’.

10.2

Recommendations for further research

Further research may be undertaken in the following:
 The playground movement in Australia, particularly in New South Wales
 The concept of volunteerism in sport
 The further cataloguing of the documents and ephemera within the E.S. Marks Collection
at the Mitchell Library to facilitate further exploration of Australian sport within the
lifetime of Ernest Marks
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 The life stories of James Taylor and Jim Eve, contemporaries of Ernest Marks, who were
mighty contributors to the Australian Olympic Movement
 Australian Olympians at war, in particular the men who attended London 1908 and
Stockholm 1912 who were known to Ernest Marks, many of whom were highly decorated
 The activities of the AIF Sports Control Board
 The extensive sporting involvement of Laurence Arthur ‘Dickie’ Adamson, a long-time
headmaster of Melbourne’s Wesley College, who has been described by historian Dale
Blair, in his writing on Australian football during the Great War, as a knight-errant of
amateurism604

10.3

Summary

I believe that by sharing the story of the life and times of Ernest Samuel Marks which hitherto
had been forgotten, under-estimated, misrepresented, confused or ignored, this thesis has
added to the body of knowledge of those who have contributed to Australian sport. In the
process, I believe that I have also been able to underscore his profound sense of civic
responsibility.
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CHAPTER 11
Postscript
11.1
11.2
11.3
11.4
11.5
11.6

Introduction
Ernest Marks and Australian Jewry
Jewish Sporting Administrators
Anti-Semitism and the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games
Rugby and Amateurism
Universal Definition of an Amateur

11.1 Introduction
This postscript contains information requested as a result of the external examination process.
It addresses three areas relating to Ernest Samuel Marks, viz.:


his role in the Jewish community in Australia and identifying contemporary fellow
Jews who had roles as sporting administrators;



enlarging on what has been discussed in Chapter 8 (Decade of Games) about his
attitude to the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin and the proposed boycott of that staging
of the Olympics as a protest against the Nazi’s anti-Semitism; and



further discussion on his ideas on amateurism, of which he was a champion within
Australia, in particular relating to rugby, and on a wider scale, his role in attempting to
develop a worldwide definition of an amateur.

11.2 Ernest Marks and Australian Jewry
Soon after Ernest Marks’s death in December 1947, Sydney Glass wrote his obituary in the
Australian Jewish Historical Society Journal listing Ernest’s family heritage, his outstanding
service to sport in Australia and beyond, his public-spirited activities, that benefitted so many
of his fellow citizens of Sydney and New South Wales, and his service to his Jewish
community. Glass lamented Ernest’s passing from the standpoint of the Australian Jewish
Historical Society in saying that his (Ernest’s) guidance in the running of the society would be
missed. Of Ernest in Australia’s Jewish community, Glass opined:
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Inheriting from his family a tradition of service, Ernest S. Marks was a regular worshipper at
the Great Synagogue, and it came natural to him that he should, throughout his life, serve the
[Jewish] community in which he was born in many roles …
In the general community, he was for many years one of the most prominent Jewish citizens
in the State [of New South Wales].605

Ernest and Percy Marks were young men when they commenced their service to Jewish
organisations in Sydney. At the second annual meeting of the Anglo-Jewish Association, on
16 January 1888, discussion developed about the number of subscribers to that body and hope
was expressed that this would continue to grow. The president of the association, the
Reverend Alexander B Davis who had officiated at the marriage of Joseph Marks and Lizzie
Benjamin,606 expressed his hope that the number of subscribers would grow from 97 to 200
during the coming year, and added, with hearty support from those present, ‘that two sons of
Mr. Marks, in Pitt-street, had kindly consented to go round for subscriptions’.607 At the time,
Percy was just 20 years old and Ernest was rising 17. Some years before, the Reverend Davis
had instructed Ernest in preparation for his bar mitzvah. Even earlier, as a nine-year-old boy,
Ernest had included items about key dates on the Jewish calendar in his first issues of his
Maitland News.608

In a 1936 interview, published in The Hebrew Standard, where Ernest expressed his belief that
he had never suffered from any anti-Semitic prejudice, he said that he thought that he, Percy
and Louis M Phillips ‘probably hold the record for regular attendance at the Great Synagogue’.
He added that even during his hectic schedule, particularly when Lord Mayor of Sydney, he
still was able to attend synagogue every week.609
As detailed in Chapter 4 (The Early Years) the contributions of the Marks siblings’ father,
Joseph, to the Jewish community, particularly in West Maitland, and of their maternal
grandfather, Samuel Benjamin, served as fine examples of service to Australia Jewry. In
addition, Samuel Benjamin was an avid collector of literature, in particular Jewish literature, a
trait that was inherited and built upon by his Marks grandsons. Ernest built up his impressive
sporting library, as well as other books and ephemera reflecting a love of culture and history.
605
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Percy, a prominent Zionist, built upon Samuel Benjamin’s collection of Judaica,610 especially
relating to Australia, as well as assembling a library of books on history and numismatics. At
the time of his death, Percy was generally deemed to be the foremost authority on the history
of Jewry in Australia, a topic he had hoped to write about. He had compiled a bibliography of
Australian Jewish writings,611 and, as detailed in Chapter 9 (The Indefatigable Alderman
Marks), had been involved with the Jewish press in Australia in his younger days. He was the
inspiration behind the formation of the AJHS. After Percy’s death, Ernest commenced
organising the vast collection of Australia Judaica ready for passing on to the Mitchell
Library. That task was completed after Hilda’s death in 1948.

Overall, Percy made the greatest contribution to the Australian Jewish community of the three
Marks siblings. Yehuda Feher and Marianne Dacy (2002),612 Suzanne Rutland (1997)613 and
Hilary Rubenstein (1991)614 have written extensively on Percy Marks and his legacies to
Australian Jewry. All three siblings bequeathed major portions of their not insignificant
estates to Jewish institutions and in support of broader work within the Australian Jewish
community.615

11.3 Jewish Sporting Administrators
Ernest Samuel Marks was one of a few from the Jewish faith who made significant
contributions to the administration of sport in Australia in the years of the late nineteenth
century and the first half of the twentieth century.

At the amateur athletic conference held in Sydney in October 1897, at the conclusion of the
third Australasian athletics championships, the delegates from New South Wales, Victoria,
Queensland and New Zealand met and agreed to the establishment of the Amateur Athletic
Union of Australasia. Ernest and Richard Coombes represented New South Wales, Basil
Parkinson and Walter Briggs represented Victoria, Nathan ‘Nat’ Mandelson and Charles
Campbell represented Queensland and Leonard Cuff and Phineas Selig travelled across the
610
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Tasman from New Zealand.616 Mandelson and Selig were Jewish. The Melbourne-born Selig
was one of the early significant contributors to the New Zealand Amateur Athletic
Association. In 1884, he had been a joint founder of the sporting newspaper The New Zealand
Referee. Based in Christchurch, he gained fame as one of the leaders of the press industry in
New Zealand. His entry in the Dictionary of New Zealand Biography listed a number of his
enduring legacies, including his strengthening of athletics in his adopted country. 617 At the
conference, Coombes, Cuff and Mandelson were commissioned to draft the racing laws of the
new union.618

Nat Mandelson was born in New South Wales but spent many years in Queensland where he
was one of the founding fathers of the Queensland Amateur Athletic Association, eventually
becoming its president and a life member.619 He ultimately returned to the state of his birth,
where he died in Sydney in 1918.620 Like Ernest Marks, Mandelson was buried at Rookwood
Cemetery. Another of the founders of the QAAA was Philip Frankel who held executive
positions in that body and was also Jewish.621 Frankel was one of the Queensland delegates at
the Biennial Conference of the AAUA, held in Brisbane, in November 1899.622 Over the
years, Frankel, a rower in his younger days, was also an office bearer in the Queensland
Rowing Association623 and the Queensland Amateur Swimming Association.624

Paul Jenes (2001) in Fields of Green, Lanes of Gold, said that in 1898 and 1899 the
constitution of the AAUA was written and signed by two representatives each from New
South Wales, Victoria, Queensland and New Zealand. Richard Coombes was a signatory from
New South Wales and Montague Cohen was one of the Victorians who signed.625 Cohen, at
the time the President of the Victorian Amateur Athletic Association, was Jewish. He was
also one of the founders of the Amateur Sports Club of Victoria (ASCV).626
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Upon Montague Cohen’s retirement from the presidency of the VAAA, Basil Parkinson
spoke of his great assistance to the association during his five years at the helm and of his
great support of amateur athletics. In responding to Parkinson’s sentiments, Cohen expressed
his wish that by participating in healthy sport young folk would be prepared for the challenges
that life would throw at them over the succeeding years. Cohen was also to become at various
times a vice president and a trustee of the ASCV and at that body’s annual meeting in 1909
the president, Sir John Madden, gave a speech about amateur sport that could very well have
been penned by Ernest Marks:
… there was no unit in national success so important as amateur sport. It developed all that
was best in the physical side of the youth of the country. It produced strong, capable, practical
men for any purpose. Formerly the working man could not take part in the sports, but had to
content himself with bear-baiting, cockfighting, &c. Sport played for sport’s sake was now
open to every man in the community. There were some men who by necessity, had to turn the
strength, courage, and ability with which Providence had endowed them to practical use, and
had become professionals. It was because of this that amateur sport was so valuable, and it
was the preserving of a sport which knew nothing but honour as first prize, and in which all
prizes are based on honour, that this club was doing much good.627

Montague Cohen was present at a function at the ASCV in September 1908 to welcome home
George Blake and Victor Aitken from competing in athletics at the Olympic Games in
London. There was much discussion about the exploits of the two athletes and another
Victorian Olympian, the young Frank Beaurepaire, who had garnered two medals, silver and
bronze, at swimming. All had travelled to London and competed in frugal circumstances.
Eventually the discussion came around to approaches being made to governments for
sufficient funding to enable Australian athletes to be properly supported when competing on
the world stage. A calming and wise influence, Cohen advised the meeting that the case for
additional funding should be promulgated to the appropriate authorities in a timely and nonaggressive fashion ‘like business men’.628 Cohen, a lawyer and businessman throughout his
working life, was one of the founders and a director of the Foster Brewing Company and was
the prime mover in amalgamating a number of Victorian-based brewing companies, including
Foster’s, to form Carlton and United Breweries (CUB).629 Over the following century, CUB
and the companies within its stable were to become major sponsors of sporting activities
within Australia and beyond.
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In 1893, the ‘Prince of Wicket-keepers’, Jack
Blackham, led the eighth Australian cricket team to
visit England. The manager of the team was Victor
Cohen, who was Jewish.630 In fact, Cohen had done
all the groundwork in putting the team together. One
of the members of the touring team was the Old
Roystonian Syd Gregory.631 Cohen was a notable
cricketer in Sydney in the 1870s had become one of
the early life members of the Sydney Cricket Ground.
At various times he had been the honorary secretary
and the honorary treasurer of the New South Wales
Figure 29: Victor Cohen

Cricket Association (NSWCA) and had managed the

state’s cricket team.632 In 1892 and 1893 Cohen was one of the four delegates representing
New South Wales on the Australasian Cricket Council.633 A fellow worker with Cohen on
administrative tasks at the NSWCA was Frederic Bevill, of Royston College fame.634 Decades
later Cohen, like Ernest, Percy and Hilda Marks, became a foundation member of AJHS. He,
again like the brothers Marks, was also involved with activities around the New South Wales
Jewish War Memorial, the Maccabean Hall, which not only was a memorial to Jewish
members of the services who had died in war, but also ‘a place of integration for immigrants,
and a centralised meeting place for social, educational and sporting purposes’.635
During the decades on either side of the turn of the twentieth century, Ernest Marks’s friend
and political colleague Daniel Levy held executive positions with a number of sporting clubs
at the district level in Sydney, including the East Sydney athletics and swimming clubs, and
the Eastern Suburbs and Sydney rugby football clubs.

In her book The Jews in Australia: A Thematic History, Hilary Rubenstein (1991) wrote 300
words on the lifetime achievements of Ernest Marks that she had garnered from a number of
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sources.636 A number of the facts were inaccurate. Rubenstein observed that although
Australian Jews were not particularly prominent in the field of sport there were a few, such as
Ernest Marks and Victor Cohen, who had made their marks on the administrative side.637 She
and the other writers on Jewish contributions to Australian society omitted to mention
Mandelson’s, Frankel’s and Montague Cohen’s significant influences on sport in this nation.

11.4 Anti-Semitism and the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games
Ernest Marks’s non-attendance at the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin because of his
Jewishness was not mentioned until the end of World War II. The Daily Telegraph on 11 May
1945 contained an article that expounded Ernest’s thoughts on the war and added his belief
that Adolph Hitler’s anti-Semitism had cost him a trip to the 1936 Olympic Games. The
article reported that Ernest believed that his being Jewish, and, possibly being in a managerial
role for the Australian Olympic team in Berlin, might have led to some unpleasant situations
whilst in Germany, and hence he declined the trip. Ernest never made an announcement about
this prior to Berlin when he had ample opportunity to do so. Indeed, in the lead-up to the
Olympic Games, there is no record of the Australian Olympic Federation having him in mind
to make the trip.

His reason for turning down an early-1936 invitation to represent Australia on the
international committee for the World Congress on Leisure Time and Recreation to be held in
Germany immediately prior to the opening of the Olympic Games was never articulated. The
National Recreation Association of America which had at first offered to present his report on
the ‘development of parks and playgrounds in Australia’ for him at the congress 638 ultimately
did not send delegates to Germany because of a concern that they would be caught up in the
Nazi propaganda program.639

Ernest Marks attended a number of meetings in Sydney in the lead-up to the Olympic Games
to show support for the oppressed and persecuted Jews in Germany and wider Europe. As
early as 1933 he was on the platform of a protest meeting called by the Lord Mayor of
Sydney, Alderman Richard Hagon, that condemned the new Nazi-controlled government in
Germany for its persecution of the Jewish and other oppressed folk within its borders by
636
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flouting ‘the principles of civilised freedom’.640 There is no mention in The Hebrew Standard
about Ernest’s specific fears for Jews attending the Olympic Games in Berlin. Indeed, it was
in April 1936 when interviewed for The Hebrew Standard that he said, without hesitation, that
‘I have never experienced in my public, municipal or sporting life any disadvantages at all’
through being Jewish.641 This was within months of the opening of the Olympic Games and if
he had firm thoughts at that time about the treatment of Jews at Berlin the interview was an
ideal place to express them. A week after The Hebrew Standard published the result of the
interview, it reported on the meeting at the Maccabean Hall where the New South Wales
Appeal for the German Jewish Refugees’ Fund was launched. A list of donations promised
following that meeting accompanied the report, with Ernest and Percy Marks pledging £75
and Hilda Marks pledging £25.642
Ernest’s thoughts on the plight of Jews attending the Olympic Games do not appear in any of
the minutes of pre-Berlin meetings of the New South Wales Olympic Council or the
Australian Olympic Federation. During the Olympic Games, The Hebrew Standard printed
the achievements of Jewish competitors, but there were no comments whatsoever from Ernest
Marks.

The Australian Olympic Federation selected a young Jewish boxer, Harry Cohen, to attend
Berlin 1936. However, he withdrew from the team, and turned professional, just after his
selection was announced. There were conflicting reports in the press about the reasons for
Cohen’s change of mind; because he was Jewish and he and/or his parents feared for his
treatment in Berlin; that he wanted to turn professional immediately; or because he was not
prepared to sign an agreement with the Australian Olympic Federation that precluded him
from turning professional with two years of returning from Berlin without forfeiting £200.643
Harry Gordon (1994) has written about Cohen’s non-attendance at the Olympic Games in
Australia and the Olympic Games644 as has Colin Tatz (2002) in A Course of History:
Monash Country Club, albeit briefly.645 The most extensive analysis of the ‘Harry Cohen
Case’ has been undertaken by Tony Hughes (2003) in his PhD thesis The Rise and Fall of
Sydney Hakoah Soccer Football Club: A case study of sport and identity in Sydney’s Jewish
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Community 1923-1987,646 and in a subsequent paper ‘Harry Cohen, Australian Jewry and the
1936 Berlin Olympics’.647 Hughes, who interviewed Harry Cohen and his wife and had access
to the boxer’s scrapbook, could not come to a conclusion that Cohen refused to become an
Olympian because of his Jewishness. Hughes believed that the ‘weight of evidence suggested
that in 1936 Harry Cohen was determined to become a professional boxer’.648

Evidence cannot be found of Harry Cohen ever seeking the counsel of his fellow Jew Ernest
Marks, who was also a grand supporter of amateur boxing. Ernest would have been
sympathetic if Cohen had fears for the treatment of Jews whilst he was in Berlin but his
(Ernest’s) thoughts on amateur boxers turning professional should have been well known and
he might well have advised Cohen to think again about boxing for cash. At the 1920
Australasian boxing championships, Ernest spoke passionately about the merits of amateur
boxing when compared with the professional equivalent. He warned that the success rate of
amateur boxers turning professional was low and hastened to add that the ‘failed’
professionals should not be re-instated as amateurs. Over the years his thoughts on this issue
did not waver and in 1941, at the New South Wales Amateur Boxing Association’s annual
meeting, he said that a ‘trip overseas by an amateur is a much greater thing for a boy than
earning a few pounds as a preliminary professional boxer’.649 As a professional, Harry Cohen
had 35 fights for 23 wins, 2 draws and 10 losses. 650 In 1942, he was the first Jewish boxer to
annex an Australian professional bantamweight boxing championship.651
Hughes’s paper gives a comprehensive analysis of the Australian Jewish community’s
attitude to the Berlin Olympic Games, which was by no means as overtly in opposition as in
other countries, particularly the United States652. Gordon (1994) detailed that the Australian
Olympic Federation never really considered not sending a team to Berlin in protest against the
Nazi’s anti-Semitism.653
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Ian Jobling’s paper ‘Australia at the 1936 Olympics: Issues and Attitudes’ analyses the
Australian public’s attitude to Berlin 1936, which he believed was that of keen
participation.654 Paul Taylor’s (2004) Jews and the Olympic Games: The Clash between Sport
and Politics chronicles the relationship between Jews and the Olympic Movement, with a
number of chapters devoted to the Berlin 1936.655

11.5 Rugby and Amateurism
As noted in Chapter 1 (Introduction), the study of amateurism in Australia is a complex
exercise and has been undertaken by many of Australia's leading sports historians, resulting in
an extensive historiography on the subject. This thesis has examined Ernest Marks’s
contribution to the debate within Australasia and the wider world.656

As introduced in Chapter 4 (The Early Years), rugby union football was the sporting love of
Ernest Marks’s life. His involvement with the sport increased markedly with the advent of
district football in Sydney in 1900. The next fifteen years saw him integrally involved with
rugby at district, metropolitan, state and international levels. From 1900 until 1904 he was at
various times a vice president, secretary or treasurer, as well as being a constant member of
the general committee of the Eastern Suburbs District Football Club.657 Upon the formation of
the Sydney District Football Club, as a result of the adjustment of the residential boundaries
of the Eastern Suburbs and Glebe District Football Clubs prior to the 1905 season, Ernest duly
became the honorary secretary and a member of the general committee of the new sporting
entity.658 Indeed, he had been one of three convenors of the meeting that led to the creation of
the new football club and then a member of the sub-committee that drew up its rules. 659 It
was at this stage that he stepped up into the higher levels of rugby administration when he
was elected as one of Sydney’s delegates to the Metropolitan Rugby Union and the club’s
representative on the committee of the New South Wales Rugby Union.
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Once formally involved with the MRU and the NSWRU, Ernest threw his administrative
skills and energies into both bodies, soon becoming a member of the management committee
of the MRU and one of the vice presidents. His concern for welfare of the players was
apparent when, in April 1907, he tried unsuccessfully to have an accident fund implemented
in the MRU.660 Ten months later, a player insurance scheme was introduced in the MRU.661
By 1908, a medical fund covered three grades.662 Much of the 1908 annual meeting of the
MRU was consumed by discussion on the new professional movement and Ernest was in the
thick of the debate. He produced figures on expenditure on the district clubs whilst
acknowledging that the ‘league had caused the clubs to show more zeal’. He stressed the need
to define an amateur across all sports.663 A fortnight before that annual meeting, Ernest and a
number of the senior officials of the MRU had attended a rowdy annual meeting of the
Balmain club. The locals were in an agitated state due to what they saw as poor allocation of
grounds by the MRU in the previous season, to Balmain’s detriment. Ernest and a number of
his colleagues addressed the crowd and extolled the positives of the rugby union code and the
MRU.664

In September 1909, six months after returning from touring with the First Wallabies, Ernest
Marks and his fellow members of the general committee of the MRU met to consider the
positions of the Wallabies players regarding rugby league. Many of the players who appeared
before the committee, or were called to attend but remained absent, had been Ernest’s touring
companions. All who appeared were questioned whether they had been approached to play
football for money and, if they had, who had made the approach and what financial
inducements had been offered. The new professionals were disqualified from playing under
the aegis of the MRU. The next year, he was a member of a sub-committee with other MRU
luminaries, Messrs Wood, Clayton and Dickie and Dr Bohrsmann, formed to address the
definition of an amateur in rugby. 665 The sub-committee’s report culminated in both the MRU
and NSWRU settling on the definition of an amateur as being a man who was an amateur
across the whole spectrum of sports. Formerly, a rugby footballer could be classed an amateur
if he had not received payment for playing football, even though he might have been a
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professional in another sport.666 This change to the rules of both the MRU and NSWRU was
sanctioned in 1911 by the Rugby Football Union (RFU).667 Ernest’s work on attempting to
standardise that definition of an amateur in rugby union had been ongoing for a number of
years, and not without at times having to explain his actions.668 Over the succeeding years he
remained a loyal servant of the MRU in the roles of a vice president and a member of the
management committee. That period was particularly trying for the MRU as it experienced a
number of financial troubles and was facing a rugby league competition with a rapidly
growing supporter base.669 In 1912, the MRU sold the Epping ground at a loss, less than five
years after its purchase.670 At the rowdy Balmain annual meeting in 1908, Ernest Marks had
advised that the purchase of the ground had been a sound investment.671

Figure 30: Officials of NSWRU drilling in the grounds of Sydney's Government House.
ES Marks (in boater hat) third from right in front row.

In early 1915, because of the war, the NSWRU and the MRU elected to cancel all
competitions for the season.672 Three weeks after that decision, Ernest and his fellow MRU
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committee members visited a number of the clubs endorsing a scheme to prepare players and
club supporters, through military drills and training, for contributing to the war effort. 673
In his 2007 paper ‘The “Hidden” History of the Birth of Rugby League in Australia: The
Significance of “Local” Factor in Sydney’s Rugby Split’, Charles Little advanced other
possible reasons, beyond that of a socially-based revolt against the rugby union code, why
some players, and indeed some clubs, crossed over to the new Rugby League.674 He hoped
that the paper would stimulate further debate on the split, from the rugby union point of view.
One of the reasons for unrest in the rugby union ranks, according to Little, was that some
clubs, and the game’s controlling bodies in New South Wales, were considered to have been
profligate in their expenditures, to the detriment of the players. He mentioned the ‘lavish
salaries, testimonials and gifts that were openly lavished on some of the game’s
administrators such as E.S. Marks of the Sydney district club and officials of the MRU and
NSW’.675 The reason for his naming Ernest Marks is a mystery because, in the course of
research for this thesis, no evidence has been unearthed that Ernest ever received a salary, let
alone a ‘lavish’ one, from any of the rugby bodies with which he was involved. Neither is
there evidence that Ernest received ‘lavish’ testimonials or gifts from any of his rugby links.
In May 1905, the ESDFC did, however, present him with an engraved gold pencil case in
acknowledgement of his services to that football club since its foundation, 676 but that could
hardly be deemed ‘lavish’.

The NSWRU and MRU did not re-commence their competitions until the 1919 season, soon
after the two unions had merged into a new NSWRU.677 Throughout the war, Ernest Marks
had been re-elected each year as a vice president of the MRU.678 His contribution to the war
effort is chronicled in Chapter 6 (International Sport and War). Whilst the executive of the
rugby union code was devoting considerable energies to recruiting for the war effort the rugby
league competition continued on ‘unopposed’. By the resumption of rugby union
competitions in 1919 the League had an established supporter base. Hence, the 1920s were
lean years for rugby in New South Wales. In Australian Rugby: The Game and the Players,
Jack Pollard (1994) credited Ernest, and a number of his confreres, from the NSWRU,
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including Harrie Wood, Billy Hill and James McMahon, for keeping the sport afloat during
the period.679

11.6 Universal Definition of an Amateur
The First Wallabies arrived at Plymouth on Saturday 19 September 1908, and Paddy Moran
included in his introduction of his team to the welcoming throng that ‘we are very particular
over our amateur status … in the main, we are what you might call a working class-team’.680
The Sporting Life, in its edition of 21 September, devoted considerable column inches to the
Australians and reported that they had planned to play a match in Colombo en route to
England. On RFU advice the game had not eventuated, because it was thought that a number
of the Ceylon players had allegedly, most probably unwittingly, played against the
professional Kangaroos, on that team’s journey to England.681

On 26 September 1908, The Sporting Life published two articles emanating from an interview
with the newly arrived Ernest Marks, ‘Sport in Australia – An Object Lesson in Government’
and ‘Amateurism – An International Standard’. The readers were apprised of Ernest’s ‘hopes
to accomplish a considerable amount of important work on behalf of amateurism during his
stay in the Mother Country’, in particular to arrange alliances with the peak bodies for
athletics in England, France, Canada and the United States.682
The article ‘Amateurism – An International Standard’ detailed Ernest’s manifold thoughts and
ideas on amateurism and his waxing lyrical about the newly formed Amateur Sporting
Federation of New South Wales, which, he said, was formed to standardise the definition of
an amateur and to codify the rules of disqualification and suspension of professionals. He
advised that the ASF had empowered him to initiate reciprocal arrangements with similar
sporting agencies in other countries. The article detailed attempts at standardising the
definition of an amateur across the world, with a particular emphasis on the Olympic Games.
It concluded that the organisation best suited for that task was the International Olympic
Committee. The interview with Ernest initiated discussion on the topic of amateurism, 683 a
subject that had been prominent in his thoughts for well over a decade.684 Over the following
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weeks and months, scores of articles from across the globe discussing amateurism appeared in
the pages of The Sporting Life.

Ernest Marks returned to Australia in March 1909, empty-handed in terms of securing the
sporting alliances that he had set out to achieve whilst on tour with the Wallabies. In
September 1910, Pierre de Coubertin, writing in Revue Olympique said of the Sporting Lifeinitiated discussion:
The movement towards unification of the amateur definition has made much progress since
the inquiry instituted by the ‘Sporting Life’ a couple of years ago brought the subject within
the bounds of practical politics. Earlier attempts to obtain data upon which a solution of this
most difficult problem might be based had proved unsuccessful, but the remarkable dossier of
evidence collected by that journal comprised expressions of opinion from representatives of
sport all over the world, and when the International Olympic Committee took the matter in
hand, they had before them a collection of opinions which could not but prove of the utmost
value in enabling them to arrive at a conclusion on the subject.685

At the conclusion of the competitions at the 1912 Olympic Games in Stockholm, Ernest
Marks and Arthur Hill attended the International Swimming Conference where, although
Australasia wasn’t formally affiliated with FINA, they succeeded in having the Australasian
definition of an amateur pertaining to games and exercises accepted, after minor
modifications.686 Almost a quarter of a century later, in the 1936 interview published in The
Hebrew Standard, Ernest answered the journalist’s question about incidents in his career:
… I was called upon to frame for the International Sports Committee in Stockholm in 1912 a
definition of that vexed question, the ‘Amateur.’ Over forty nations were present and I
received interjections in every kind of language. It was amazing!687

Whilst in Stockholm Ernest attended an athletics congress, hosted by the Swedish Athletic
Association, which had the purpose of forming an international governing body for athletics
with the responsibility for codifying the rules and regulations of the sport, producing a
universally accepted definition of an amateur and creating a register of Olympic and world
records.688 Ernest advised the meeting that whilst Australasia favoured the creation of such an
organisation, it could not join until the forthcoming constitution and the attendant rules and
685
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regulations had been ratified by the AAUA.689 The idea of forming an international amateur
athletics agency had been gestating for at least six years. In 1906, the American athletics
supremo, James Sullivan, had proposed the formation of such an organisation that would have
the universal definition of an amateur as one of its aims. Richard Coombes was one of the
early supporters of the Sullivan proposal.690 The International Amateur Athletic Federation
was formed in 1913, in Berlin.691

At the International Olympic Committee Session in Paris in 1914 it was decided that a
universal definition of an amateur was not workable, hence each international body
controlling a sport had prime carriage in defining an amateur for its sport. If there was not an
international governing body for a sport, the IOC would produce an appropriate definition of
an amateur for that sport.692 That same year, Australasia affiliated with FINA693 and the
IAAF694 although it had had considerable dealings with both organisations since their
formations.
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Appendix 1 – Royston College
Royston College was the brainchild of Frederic Bevill, an English-educated (Master of Arts
from Oxford University) educationalist who had a great love of sport. Bevill landed in
Australia after spending time in Japan as a correspondent for The Times (of London) and as
the Professor of English Literature at the University of Tokyo.695 Originally, he was from
Royston, Cambridgeshire.696

Prior to setting up Royston College in 1880, Bevill had spent time in Sydney as a private
tutor, preparing students for Matriculation, Civil Service and Survey Office examinations. He
was also a lecturer at the School of Arts, specialising in physical geography and history. In
1881, the school opened in Alberto Terrace, off Darlinghurst Road, Darlinghurst with 25
students, and by year’s end over 100 had been on the roll. Bevill was undoubtedly a lover of
sports, with athletics, cricket, rowing and rugby taking much of his attention.697 In 1881,
crews from Royston College and Sydney Grammar School competed for the Grand Challenge
Cup, presented by the Lord Mayor of Sydney, on the Parramatta River. Royston College was
victorious and is recorded as the school the triumphed in the first-ever schoolboys’ rowing
contest in New South Wales. That same year, Bevill formed the Royston College Amateur
Athletic Club which, over the succeeding years, hosted annual meetings with crowds of up to
4,000 in attendance at the Association Cricket Ground, Moore Park. The following year,
Royston College again won the Lord Mayor’s Grand Challenge, by a row-over.
Royston College moved premises in 1883, to ‘Craig End’ in Kellett Street, Darlinghurst, with
the advertising for the new site stating that, ‘about two acres of recreation ground are attached
to the school, which stands in its own grounds, and has a position unequalled by any school in
Sydney’.698 That year the school was runner-up to St Philip’s Grammar School in the Lord
Mayor’s Cup, thereby missing becoming a three-time winner of the trophy and annexing it for
permanent display at the school.
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In March 1884, Bevill advertised that five Royston College students had ‘presented for the
recent University Matriculation examinations and were successful’. One of the students, was
Percy Marks.699 An illustration of Royston College appeared in The Illustrated Sydney News
in December of that year and was accompanied by a written piece, under the heading of ‘Old
Sydney Landmarks’, that encapsulated the raison d’être for the school:
… numerous private schools have been founded to meet the demand of those parents who
seek for their sons professional or commercial education of a high standard. Prominent
among these schools stands Royston College, which, founded in 1880, has been for two years
past the most numerously attended private school in the colony … From an educational point
of view, Royston College takes rank with the leading schools, Mr. Bevill having achieved
great success in preparing students for the University and Survey Office Examinations, being
assisted by three resident masters of high scholastic attainments. Nor are manly sports and
exercises forgotten for the labours of the schoolroom, for Mr. Bevill is well known as an
enthusiastic supporter of all amateur sport, and aims at success in the field as well as at the
desk.700

As stated in The Illustrated Sydney News, Bevill’s love of many sports saw him actively
involved in meetings and/or committees of the New South Wales Rowing Association, the
New South Wales Cricket Association and the Southern Rugby Union. In particular, he was a
contributor in the formative stages of the New South Wales Amateur Athletic Association.701

Figure 31: Town and Country Journal, 31 January 1885
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Another Illustrated Sydney News article, this time about the 1887 Royston College sports
meeting, spoke of Bevill:
… as the indefatigable Principal, Mr. Fred Bevill, launches con amore into anything
tending to increase the usefulness and popularity of his establishment, it may be imagined
very readily that the events were made very interesting.702

That year, the school moved again, from ‘Craig End’ to another location in Kellett Street.

March 1890, saw Bevill quite unexpectedly become the general secretary of the United
Licensed Victuallers’ Association of New South Wales. As a result, Royston College
appeared to have closed. It is hard to imagine why a successful headmaster would leave his
school for a job paying, ‘say of ₤100 per annum’.703 Perhaps Bevill had fallen on hard times
or the parents of his day boys and boarders had done likewise. There was a depression at the
time and Bevill had experienced pecuniary difficulties in the years leading up to the school’s
closing. Royston College as an educational institution appeared in the press twice more, in
July 1890 at Sorry Street, Darlinghurst and in April 1902 at Victoria Markets, George Street.
Both appearances advertised after hours tutoring. At a dinner for the Old Roystonians in 1901,
Bevill spoke about his time at the school being the happiest period of his life.704 This makes
his departure from the school in 1890 quite strange. He was employed by the Licensed
Victuallers’ Association until 1899. An advertisement for a children’s bazaar at Royston
College, Arncliffe appeared in April 1900. In reporting Bevill’s death in 1911, The Sydney
Morning Herald said that after leaving the employ of the Licensed Victuallers’ Association,
after 10 years’ service, he had conducted ‘a scholastic establishment in the city’.705

During its existence in Darlinghurst, Royston College produced, besides the Marks boys, two
international sportsmen in Sydney ‘Syd’ Gregory and Samuel ‘Sammy’ Woods, two
businessmen with entries in the Australian Dictionary of Biography, in Sir Samuel Cohen and
Clement Frederick Vivian Jackson, and ‘over 30 gentlemen of the law’.706 Sir Samuel
Cohen’s grandfather, Samuel, was one of the principals in the business of David Cohen and

702

Illustrated Sydney News, 15 June 1887, p. 14.
SMH, 26 February 1890, p. 14.
704
SMH, 17 December 1901, p. 6.
705
SMH, 5 June 1911, p. 8.
706
SMH, 17 December 1901, p. 6.
703

175

Company that had employed Joseph Marks in Maitland in the 1850s and early 1860s.707 Syd
Gregory was part of the famous Gregory cricketing family. His father David ‘Dave’ captained
Australia in its first three Test matches, all against England, beginning at Melbourne in 1877.
Syd played 58 tests for Australia between 1890 and 1912. Sammy Woods played three tests
for Australia, against England in 1888. He was living in England at the time where he became
a much-loved player, captain and administrator at Somerset. He played tests for England,
against South Africa in 1896, and represented England at rugby between 1890 and 1895. In
his autobiography, My Reminiscences, he mentioned his time at Royston College and
travelling to school from Manly by steamer.708 In 1901, Woods was a guest at the annual
dinner of the Old Boys’ Union of Royston College where he specifically mentioned the
cricket he played whilst a student at the college. At that dinner, Percy Marks in toasting ‘Old
Royston’ spoke of the old boys’ affection for Frederic Bevill who had provided them with
good schooling and who was vital in affording them opportunities in sport.
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Appendix 2 – Ernest Marks and Sydney Middleton
Sydney ‘Syd’ Albert Middleton was one of a coterie of multitalented sportsman who graced the sporting scene in New South
Wales and Australia in the years from Federation until World
War I. Others included Reginald ‘Snowy’ Baker, Robert ‘Bob’
Craig and Harold Hardwick. Ernest Marks had links with them
all.

Middleton was born on 24 February 1884, the sixth-born (fourth
son) of James and Charlotte Middleton’s ten children. He was
educated at Fort Street Model School. He first came to notice in
1902 as a rower when he and his eldest brother William ‘Bill’
(born 1875) were competing for the Glebe Rowing Club. Over
the succeeding years, he was to develop into an international
competitor in two sports, rowing and rugby union football. He
rowed in the New South Wales eight for the first time in 1904.
Brother Bill also rowed for the state before turning to coaching.

In 1908, Syd Middleton withdrew from the Bill Middletoncoached New South Wales crew when his football career was on
the rise and he was in contention for selection in the state team
and possibly for the Wallabies. He played as a forward with the
Figure 32: SA Middleton

powerful Glebe District Football Club in Sydney’s Metropolitan

Football Union (MFU). His reputation as a footballer was encapsulated in the caption that
accompanied the photograph at Figure 28 when it appeared in The Referee on 10 June 1908:
‘S. A. Middleton – One of the ablest forwards of the Glebe District Rugby Union FC’.709

In June 1908, Middleton was also seen as a potential Olympic boxer when the British
Olympic Council (BOC) inquired of Richard Coombes, IOC member for Australasia, if any
boxers from Australia and/or New Zealand would be competing in the upcoming London
Olympic Games. The Referee on 17 June 1908 reported the general contents of Coombes’s
reply to the BOC:
709
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Reginald Baker (N.S.W.) and George Blake (Victoria) may be looked upon as certain
competitors, whilst doubtless Theo Tartakover (N.S.W.) would compete if asked. Mention is
also made of the likelihood of there being some boxers amongst the amateur Rugby team to
visit England this Autumn, and the opinion is hazarded that J. Mortimer, S. Middleton, and P.
Burge (all good amateur boxers), are likely to be in the team.710

In the event, Baker, who also competed in swimming and diving at London, was the sole
Australian to box in the Olympic tournament, winning the silver medal in the middleweight
division.

Middleton first played rugby for New South Wales, against Queensland and then the touring
British team, in the winter of 1908 and, based on those performances, he was selected to tour
with the Australian team to the British Isles and North America later that year. Ernest Marks,
who accompanied the Australian team on the tour, would have known of Middleton through
rugby circles for a number of years prior to the trip. The pair were to get to know each other
much more over the coming months. On tour, Middleton, who was the second tallest and one
of the heaviest in the squad, played with seemingly unbounded energy and desire and
blossomed into an international footballer of high renown. He was a noted line-out specialist
and dogged tackler. In an unsourced clipping from a British newspaper in Ernest Marks’s
scrapbook of the tour, Middleton was described as ‘one of the finest of the Colonial
forwards’.711 He was a member of the team that won the Olympic gold medal at the
Shepherd’s Bush Stadium on 27 October 1908. A few days later, he hit the headlines by
becoming the second Australian to be sent off in an international football match. Against
Oxford University, after seemingly enduring prolonged physical, and perhaps verbal, abuse
from opponents his temper got the better of him and he delivered a punch to an opposing
forward that saw the referee giving him his ‘marching orders’. Middleton instantly regretted
the incident, as detailed in tour captain Dr Herbert ‘Paddy’ Moran’s (1939) book, Viewless
Winds:
The man [Middleton] who committed this offence [striking] was a magnificent athlete, rower,
boxer and footballer, and actually a very good sportsman, but irritable and hot-headed. I
followed him into the dressing-room [Moran was not playing in the match] with murder in
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my heart for one who was and is still a firm friend. But when I saw his bowed head I said
nothing and walked out.712

A suspension of five matches resulted, causing Middleton to miss the Test match against
Wales, which the Wallabies lost 6-9. Ernest Marks believed that the Wallabies’ heavy
schedule of matches leading up to and including the Welsh leg of the tour had culminated in
the players being ’overworked’ by the time of the Test match in Cardiff.713 One can also
speculate that had Middleton played in the match the result might have been different. His
inspirational form on the tour meant that he would have been a ready foil for the tough Welsh
forwards and his excellent possession-gathering skills in the line-outs would have delivered
the backs more opportunities to attack. He returned from suspension in time to claim his first
Test cap in the 9-3 victory against England. Twenty-five years later, at a reunion of the
players from the tour, Moran ‘paid tribute to the two second-row stalwarts, Syd. Middleton
and Pat McCue, who were rock-like in the centre of the scrummage’.714

Upon his return to Australia, Middleton became the captain of Glebe and led the team to the
1909 MRU premiership. Just after the premiership had been decided the MRU inquired into
the Wallabies players regarding the rapidly developing professional game of rugby league.
All of the players who appeared before the general committee of the MRU, of which Ernest
Marks was a member, were interrogated about possible approaches made to them about
playing rugby league. In the event, only four (Middleton, Daniel Carroll, Thomas Griffin, and
Malcolm McArthur) of the Sydney-based members of the Olympic gold medal-winning team
had either rejected offers to play for cash or had not been approached. 715 They all maintained
their amateur status. Indeed, Middleton’s commitment to amateur sport must always have
been evident as he told the inquiry that he had not even been approached to consider playing
for money.

Middleton returned to rowing and continued to play football. In 1910, he captained Australia
in the three Test matches against the touring All Blacks, including the 11-0 victory in the
second encounter. This was the first win by Australia against the All Blacks and the only time
the New Zealanders have been held scoreless by the Wallabies. Earlier in the season,
Middleton had shown the difficulties of playing amateur sport and trying to hold down a job
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at the same time when he withdrew from the New South Wales team’s tour to Queensland
because he was unable to obtain leave from his work. Around this time, he started to hold
unpaid administrative positions at Glebe and at the New South Wales Rugby Union.
He returned to the New South Wales crew in 1911716 and became a member of the victorious
outfit in the Interstate Eight-Oar championship of Australia. Middleton was selected in the
crew to attend the 1912 Olympic Games in Stockholm. Ernest Marks accompanied the
Olympic team to Stockholm. En route to Stockholm the crew, rowing as the Sydney Rowing
Club, won the prestigious Grand Challenge Cup at the Royal Henley Regatta. To much
acclaim, the Australians defeated the powerful combination from the Leander Rowing Club of
London.

In his diary entry for 6 July 1912, the Australian-born Frederick Septimus Kelly, who had
rowed in the victorious British eight at London 1908, said of the race:
Everyone said afterwards that they [Leander] weren’t in good condition, but it is my
impression that it would have taken a very fast eight to beat the Australians. I thought during
practice that Leander were a first-class crew and still think so … The Australians were not
rowing such a short stroke when they were going at full pressure. The general impression was
that they were good and fast. I was glad they won as I liked them personally, especially their
modesty.717

A change in the crew and a less than advantageous station on the not-so-straight rowing
course in Stockholm saw the Australians somewhat surprisingly defeated by Leander,
representing Great Britain, in a quarter-final of the Olympic regatta. Great Britain then
progressed to win the gold medal. James Merrick of Canada, a future member of the IOC and
fellow recipient of an IAAF Veteran Pin with Ernest Marks, witnessed the Stockholm race
and wrote to The Referee describing the quarter final and adding that he (Merrick) thought
that the Australians would have won had they not had the disadvantageous station. He did not
believe that the change in the crew affected the result, only the station. Merrick concluded his
letter by saying that he believed that the Australians were the best crew at the Henley and
Stockholm regattas, due to ‘perfect’ blade work and ‘admirable’ crew work.718
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When World War I broke out, Middleton, who was employed as a clerk at the Australian
Mutual Provident Society, soon enlisted for the conflict. The regard with which he was held
by the sporting community of Sydney was seen when, as he was about to leave for overseas,
he was afforded a send-off by the members of the New South Wales Sports Club and
presented with a set of binoculars.719
Sydney Middleton’s sporting prowess and willingness to enlist saw him become somewhat of
an exemplar for The Sport, the official organ of the Sportsmen’s Unit720, which had the policy
of upholding ‘all that is manly, all that is British and Australian, and all that is worth while
[sic] in the interests of sport’. It planned to include ‘soldiers’ sporting news … and all matters
pertaining to recruiting’. Ernest Marks was one of the honorary secretaries of the Sportsmen’s
Unit. Middleton’s sporting and wartime experiences were used in the issue of The Sport on 11
August 1917 to assist in the recruiting campaign:
Sydney A. Middleton, the Wallaby forward and Olympic oarsman, is a Major in the
Australian forces in France. For a time he was acting as Lieutenant-Colonel. He is another of
the men, who, prior to war breaking out, had never been connected in any way with the
military. The qualities that go to the making of a great performer in sports are largely those
who help materially in the make-up of the practical soldier. Of course there are men in sport,
who were soldiers in the days of peace, who are now civilians or practically so. In most cases
such men must have been theoretical soldiers at best.721

About a month later, under the heading ‘Footballers who have done their bit’ The Sport listed
Middleton and other members of the gold medal-winning 1908 Wallabies, Malcolm
McArthur, Charles McMurtrie, Tom Richards, John Hickey and Moran, who had joined the
forces.722 The Sport noted that the six were ‘the few members of that famous side who
enlisted’. Another of the 1908 squad who saw action was Danny Carroll, who fought with the
American forces. In Viewless Winds, Moran commented on the lack of willingness by the
majority of his team to enlist:
When the war broke out those thirty-one men [the touring squad] were still in the flower of
their physical vigour, yet only seven took part in the war. There is surely food for refection in
all this.723
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After four years at war, at Gallipoli and on the Western Front, Middleton had risen to the rank
of major, and had been decorated by being Mentioned in Despatches and awarded the
Distinguished Service Order (DSO). He emerged from the maelstrom on two fronts relatively
unscathed. Soon after the armistice, Middleton became the organising secretary of the AIF
(Australian Imperial Force) Sports Control Board. The approval for the creation of an AIF
Sports Control Board was confirmed in January 1919 with Middleton as the Secretary and
Organiser and a member of the board representing AIF Headquarters:
Major S. A. Middleton, D.S.O., of the 19th Battalion, a man of world-wide repute as an
oarsman and Rugby footballer, whose efforts had played a big part in making a reputation in
sport for his own battalion, was summoned to Corps Headquarters, and told on arrival to get
busy and entertain several hundred thousand soldiers whose jobs had been completed – in so
far as the fighting part of them was concerned. Major Middleton very soon mapped out a
scheme embracing a most extensive sports programme for the men in the field.724

Not only did Middleton organise the sports for the AIF Sports Control Board, he found the
time to coach an AIF rowing crew at a time when it was without a mentor. He was eventually
prevailed upon to become a member of the crew at the Royal Henley Peace Regatta.725 The
AIF crew, with Middleton in the six seat, duly won the principal eight-oar event and was
presented with the winner’s cup by King George V. The King’s Cup eventually became
Australia’s perpetual trophy for the annual competition between the state eights.
Middleton’s role in Australia garnering the King’s Cup at Henley was documented in detail in
1935 by three of his crewmates. In a moving account of the lead-up to the regatta and the
actual race, The Sporting Globe, including comments from the stroke, Captain H Clive
Disher,726 chronicled how the AIF crew won:

Behind all the upsets [in the preparation of the crew] one man stood firm. Even he felt the
strain but he held the men together, pressed the authorities for their comfort, met every
difficulty, and in the end was himself a member of the winning crew … ‘It was Sid [sic]
Middleton’s crew. He made it his: in the boat and out of it. He was our stronghold in all
times of trouble. You know the admiration I have for Charlie Donald [famous Australian
rowing personality] and his opinion and judgement. I can say that Middleton is the only
man yet that I have come in contact with who dare hold a candle to Charlie. It required
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very strong man to make this crew from the chaotic state we were in (though Donald
would never have got into the state). It required Middleton to get us out.’727

A few days later, in The Sydney Morning Herald,
Sergeant Albert Smedley, the coxswain of the crew,
gave his version of the winning of the King’s Cup,
including Middleton’s role in the preparations for the
regatta and how he (Middleton) was eventually
persuaded to become a member of the crew. Smedley
opined that once Middleton was in the boat he ‘was an
inspiration … a grand oarsman, one of the finest I
have ever seen, and the English critics recognised his
worth’.728
Gunner George Mettam’s memories of the Henley
Figure 33: King's Cup

race appeared in Perth’s Sunday Times in late May
1935. Mettam, who rowed in the seven seat, ‘paid

tribute to Major S. A. Middleton … whose encouragement in times of stress and oarsmanship
were big factors in the success of the crew’.729

In the foreword to Soldiers and Sportsmen, the book of the AIF Sports Control Board,
Brigadier-General Jess, Commandant, AIF Headquarters in London said of Middleton:
… and lastly the Board possessed as Organising Secretary Major Middleton, D.S.O., an
International athlete, whose wide experience and knowledge of sport has been of incalculable
value. To his untiring energy, sound judgement, tact and strong personality may be attributed
the organisation and capable management which so materially affected the magnificent
successes of the Australian soldier sportsmen chronicled on the succeeding pages.730

In December 1919, Sydney Albert Middleton was created an Officer of the Order of the
British Empire (OBE).
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After demobilisation, Middleton settled in England, becoming a businessman in the minerals
and oil industries. He married Marion Streatfield in 1921 and had a son, John. He continued
his links with sport, by regularly attending rugby matches and he became the London
representative of the newly formed Australian Rowing Council. Upon the formation of the
Australian British Empire Games Association in 1932, of which Ernest Marks was the
chairman, Middleton became the Australian representative on the London-based central body,
the British Empire Games Association. In that role he was one of the Australian delegation at
the meeting in London in November 1935 that decided to award the 1938 Empire Games to
Sydney.731 Throughout the inter-war years, Middleton attended to any requirements of rugby
teams and rowing crews from Australia when they visited the United Kingdom and Europe. In
particular, he extended many ‘kindnesses’ to the 1927-28 Waratahs.732
In 1939, Moran reflected on the Oxford University incident of 1908 and of Middleton’s
lingering regret for what had occurred:
He [Middleton] is still paying for that indiscretion. It has pursued him for thirty years. It
followed him to the war and it still pops up, every now and again, when the striker and the
struck meet socially in London, where they both live.733

In March 1945, with World War II drawing to a close, the New South Wales Rugby Union
asked one of its vice presidents, Charles Moses, to contact a number of rugby men in
England, who were current or former servicemen, to ‘inaugurate services football for
repatriated prisoners and all sections of the armed forces in or returning through England’.734
Moses, a former interstate rugby player and athlete, was also the general manager of the
Australian Broadcasting Commission. One of those he was to contact in England was Syd
Middleton whose son, John, was serving as a lieutenant in the Royal Lancers.735

Sydney Albert Middleton died in London on 2 September 1945. He has remained one of the
unheralded champions of Australian sport, both as a competitor and an administrator.
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Appendix 3 – Chronology of ES Marks
1854
Joseph Marks arrives in Sydney, from
London.

1890
ESM and PJM are among the founding
members of Darlinghurst Harriers (DH).

1866
Joseph Marks marries Australian-born
Elizabeth ‘Lizzie’ Benjamin.

1892
In Paris, Pierre de Coubertin first expresses
his thoughts on reviving the Olympic
Games.

1867
Percy Joseph Marks (PJM) born.
1869
Harriett Marks born; dies during year.
1871
Ernest Samuel Marks (ESM) born 7 May.
1873
Hilda Violette (HVM) Marks born.
1875
Lizzie Marks dies giving birth to stillborn
son.
1881
Royston College opens for students in
Darlinghurst.
1882
Widower Joseph Marks, with PJM, ESM
and HVM, arrives in Sydney from West
Maitland, where he founds wool-buying
firm Joseph Marks & Co. PJM and ESM
commence at Royston College.
1886
Richard Coombes arrives in Australia,
from London.
1887
NSWAAA formed.
Hebrew Literary and Debating Society
founded in Sydney.
1889
ESM joins Joseph Marks & Co.

1894
ESM becomes secretary of NSWAAA
PJM visits England.
Leonard Cuff (NZ) becomes an inaugural
IOC member, representing Australasia.
1895
As secretary of NSWAAA, ESM receives
invitation for Australians to compete at the
revived Olympic Games in Athens in 1896.
1896
First Modern Olympic Games in Athens.
ESM resigns as secretary of NSWAAA.
ESM and PJM are among the founding
members of NSW Amateur Sports Club,
with ESM a member of inaugural council.
1897
ESM, at 26 years of age, becomes life
member of Darlinghurst Harriers.
1899
ESM becomes honorary secretary-treasurer
of AAUA.
1900
ESM involved in the formation of the
Eastern Suburbs DFC (rugby); supports
efforts for Stanley Rowley to the Olympic
Games in Paris.
1901
District football (rugby) commences in
Sydney.
ESM saves athlete AA Oxlade from falling
into boiling spring in New Zealand.
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1904
Olympic Games in St Louis.
ESM the first chairman of the NSW
Amateur Boxing Championship
Committee.

1914-1918
ESM participates in many activities,
including recruiting and fundraising, in
support of the war effort; gave these
activities full time attention from 1916.

1905
Richard Coombes replaces Leonard Cuff
as IOC member for Australasia.
ESM instrumental in formation of Sydney
DFC (rugby); becomes honorary secretary
of new club, a delegate to Metropolitan
Rugby Union, and a representative on
committee of NSW Rugby Union.

1916
Olympic Games scheduled for Berlin
cancelled.
Imperial Wool Purchasing Scheme
introduced.

1906
Intercalated Olympic Games in Athens.
Legislation introduced in NSW to outlaw
betting at sports meetings.

1917
ESM a joint honorary secretary of
Sportsmen’s Recruiting Committee.
1918
ESM unsuccessful in bid to become an
alderman on the Municipal Council of
Sydney.

1908
ESM involved with formation of Amateur
Sporting Federation.
ESM accompanies First Wallabies on
Northern Hemisphere tour that includes
team winning the gold medal at the
Olympic Games in London.

1919
On the death of Joseph Marks, ESM
becomes the principal of Joseph Marks &
Co.
Richard Coombes becomes IOC member
for Australia.

1909
ESM becomes Chairman of Council of
NSWASA, remains in position until 1922.
Involved with MRU hearings with
Wallabies who became professional rugby
players.

1920
ESM does not accept invitation to become
athletics official at Olympic Games in
Antwerp.
ESM becomes alderman for Lang Ward on
the MCS.

1912
ESM accompanies Australasian team to
Olympic Games in Stockholm, where he is
a member of International Jury for
swimming; post-Olympic Games attends
international conferences on athletics and
swimming in Stockholm; receives
commemorative medal from King Gustaf
V.

1924
ESM does not accept invitation to become
athletics official at Olympic Games in
Paris.
ESM becomes inaugural president of the
Amateur Boxing and Wrestling Union of
Australia.
James Taylor becomes Australia’s second
IOC member.

1913
ESM a member of fundraising committee
to send Australian team to 1916 Olympic
Games in Berlin.

1927
ESM becomes Member for North Sydney
in Legislative Assembly of NSW (8
October 1927 – 18 September 1930).
ESM becomes life member of NSW
National Coursing Association.
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1928
ESM acts as Chairman of AOF whilst
James Taylor attends the Olympic Games
in Amsterdam.
Commencement of City of Sydney being
administered by City Commission (1
January 1928 – 30 June 1930)
1930
ESM become alderman again, for Gipps
Ward, on reconstituted Municipal Council
of Sydney; becomes Lord Mayor of
Sydney (1 July – 31 December), with
HVM as Lady Mayoress.
1932
ESM a selector for Australian team
Olympic Games in Los Angeles, where he
is Chief of Marathon.
ESM attends First International Recreation
Congress in Los Angeles.
ESM receives Veteran Pin of International
Amateur Athletic Federation.
1933
ESM misses out, to Sir Harold Luxton, as
replacement for Richard Coombes as an
IOC member for Australia.
1934
ESM joins executive of Board of Social
Study and Training.
1935
ESM the Chairman of Games of Australian
British Empire Games Committee when
Empire Games of 1938 awarded to
Sydney.
.
1936
Olympic Games in Berlin – being Jewish,
ESM decides not to attend.
ESM received King George V and Queen
Mary Jubilee Medal.

1938
IIIrd Empire Games stage in Sydney –
ESM the chairman of the organising
committee.
ESM awarded CBE in King's Birthday
Honours – for ‘Public Service in NSW’.
1940
ESM becomes President of Union of Old
Athletes; also becomes life member of
NSW Amateur Boxing and Wrestling
Association.
1941
Percy Joseph Marks dies on 22 June.
1942
James Taylor and ESM become the first
life members of NSWASA.
1944
ESM becomes President of NSWASA.
ESM becomes President of Australian
Jewish Historical Society.
1946
ESM becomes life member of council of
NSWRU.
1947
ESM elected Vice Chairman of Australian
Olympic Federation.
Ernest Samuel Marks dies on 2 December.
1948
Olympic Games in London.
Hilda Violette Marks dies on 8 December.
1949
ES Marks Memorial Award first awarded
by NSWAAA.

1937
ESM receives Coronation Medal.
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