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I am an Associate Professor in Clinical Psychology and Discipline Lead at the University of Canberra (UC), and the current
Deputy Chair for HODSPA. Prior positions include Head of Psychology and Associate Professor of Evolutionary at ISN
Psychology, Acting Associate Head of School Research, Discipline Head Psychology, and Program Director for the
Master of Psychology (Clinical) program in the School of Psychology, Social Work and Social Policy at the University of
South Australia (UniSA); I am still an Adjunct Associate Professor at UniSA. 
I completed my degree at the University of Canterbury in Christchurch (NZ) in 1999 as a "mature age" student, graduating
in 2002 with a BSc(Hons) 1st class in Psychology. From there, I went on to complete both a PhD and Postgraduate
Diploma in Clinical Psychology (PGDipClinPsych) concurrently; completing both in 2008. Shortly after completing my
qualifications, I started a conjoined position with Central Queensland University as a Lecturer in Clinical Psychology and
Queensland Health as a Service Evaluation and Research Coordinator for Evolve Therapeutic Services (ETS). My
professional experiences have been varied and diverse, covering university settings, hospital settings, residential
treatment facilities, clinical research projects, and clinical practice. I have worked in government organisations, non-
government organisations, and privately.
My research interests are in the areas that overlap between social, personality, and clinical psychology broadly. I have two
intersecting streams of research that I have been developing to lead toward a program of research investigating
psychopathology from an evolutionary psychology perspective. My first stream of research is testing and expanding
sociometer theory—an evolutionary theory about the role and function of self-esteem, how it is associated with social
acceptance and rejection, and how this might influence subsequent mental health problems (e.g., anxiety, depression). My
second stream of research is examining the darker sides of personality, specifically the behavioural and psychological
correlates and consequences of narcissism, Machiavellianism, and psychopathy. This second stream of research is also
couched in an evolutionary framework and influenced by Life History Theory. These two streams of research, alongside
my interest and practice in clinical psychology have led me to start investigating the aetiology of psychopathology from a
life history theory perspective. More recently I have been engaged in research looking at the unmet supportive care needs
for cancer patients, and the psychological aspects associated with this.
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Caruso, N. C., Radovanovic, B., Kennedy, J. D., Couper, J., Kohler, M., Kavanagh, P. S., Martin, A. J. & Lushington, K.,
Dec 2014, In: Sleep Medicine. 15, 12, p. 1490-1499 10 p.

  
The Dark Triad, schadenfreude, and sensational interests: Dark personalities, dark emotions, and dark behaviors
James, S., Kavanagh, P. S., Jonason, P. K., Chonody, J. M. & Scrutton, H. E., Oct 2014, In: Personality and Individual
Differences. 68, p. 211-216 6 p.

  
Education, safe drinking practices and fetal alcohol spectrum disorder in the Kimberley region of Western Australia
Kavanagh, P. S. & Payne, J. S., Sept 2014, In: Journal of Paediatrics and Child Health. 50, 9, p. 701-706 6 p.

  
The mating sociometer and attractive others: A double-edged sword in romantic relationships
Kavanagh, P. S., Fletcher, G. J. O. & Ellis, B. J., 2014, In: Journal of Social Psychology. 154, 2, p. 126-141 16 p.



  
The Dark Triad and animal cruelty: Dark personalities, dark attitudes, and dark behaviors
Kavanagh, P. S., Signal, T. D. & Taylor, N., Oct 2013, In: Personality and Individual Differences. 55, 6, p. 666-670 5 p.

  
The effect of cognitive status and visuospatial performance on affective theory of mind in Parkinson's disease
McKinlay, A., Albicini, M. & Kavanagh, P. S., 2013, In: Neuropsychiatric Disease and Treatment. 9, p. 1071-1076 6 p.

  
Comparing the Measured and Latent Dark Triad: Are Three Measures Better than One?
Jonason, P. K., Kavanagh, P. S., Webster, G. D. & Fitzgerald, D., 2011, In: Journal of Methods and Measurement in the
Social Sciences. 2, 1, p. 28-44 17 p.

  
The dark side of love: Love styles and the Dark Triad
Jonason, P. K. & Kavanagh, P., Oct 2010, In: Personality and Individual Differences. 49, 6, p. 606-610 5 p.

  
The Mating Sociometer: A Regulatory Mechanism for Mating Aspirations
Kavanagh, P. S., Robins, S. C. & Ellis, B. J., Jul 2010, In: Journal of Personality and Social Psychology. 99, 1, p. 120-132 
13 p.

 


